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% The Birth-

3 day of our Savi-

3 our Fefus Chrift, the

i:s“’ of Decemb. ought
Jearlyto be kept buly

by all Chriftians.

@
§%M-’¢MM%M:%ﬂ%ﬂ%%ﬂt

‘ ETER the Apoftles chiefe, and Chrift’s 2 Pet. 2. 1,
' : gﬁ companion,did Prophecy that in the lat-
B terdayes there (thould come falfe chea- 4735
2 \SAG2 ters 5 theword Iconfefle in our Tranfla- Teachers
" tion is Teachers, but we may reade ei- Chever
ther, for they areboth one ; the one word d>th ana.-
gramatize the other, and both words and deeds doe
prove them to be the fame in thefe dayes, when
Cheaters turne Teachers, and Teachers Chearers ;
cheating Chrift of his glory, denying the Lord that
bought them, themfelves of falvation, bringing upon
themfelves {wift deftruttion : the way of truth, of
its reputation, making it to be evil fpoken of, Chrifk
of his followers, they following them, and men of
_their moneyes,with feigned words,making merchan-
dife of them. |
« | B2 Thefe
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Verfe 3.



5

Exod. 8. 3.

Ads 19. 34

‘them,but all that anyway be

The Preface.

Thefe dayes are now uponus, and now thefe men,
thefe unclean fpirits like unto Frogs, Revel. 16. 13,
doe not only creep into houfes, and lead captive fil-
ly women, as Psul foretold, 2 T4m. 3. 6. buteven to
their bed-chambers, and beds, as thofe that plagued
«£gypt 5 and not only there.'but openly and abroad,
like {o many tinking Copper-Smiths, cry downe Chrift
Jefus to magnihe the Pyawa of their owne inventi-
ons; upor:-agxe pikes of whofe opinions, Chriftand
his truth are roffed daily tn fuch a fevere manner,
that it is now growne difputable,whether Chrift fuf-

fered more in his body, by the fury and violence of

the hand. or in his Divinity, and Divine Ordinances,

by the fcourge and Tring of venemous and depraving

tongues 3 denying not onlr the Lord that boughe

ongs to him,leaving him

more naked then he was between the two Theivesup-
on the Crofs,who ftolenothing fromhim,One would
have him no God; another no min ; this againe
would have hima meer man, and that denies hima
true body ; one ftrips him quite of flefth, another

cloaths him with it, but makes it finfull ; this would
have him an Angel, thatlittle better then a Divel, or
at leaft that he ufed one.  One forfakes the Affembly
of Saints, another his Sacraments : One denies his
Prayer to be {aid, an sther bis Birth-day to be kept,
as i his comming to fave finmers were not worth the
thankf-giving. Thus when men meddle too much
with Chrift, he gives them over to themfclves, and -
will have nothing to doe with-them, and then every
head is frantick with a ftrange opinion, and that

with fomewild phanfie, which all meet in the {ime
improbability, and foot following falfhood.

My



Scripture Proofs. 3

My task muft be to confute them that doe deny
that the twenty fifth day of Deceméer, the day where-
onour Saviour Chrift came into the world, isto be
kept holy. In traverfing of which, give me leave to
make ufe of that Apologie untoal (in this cafe)
which Ambrofe did once to Gratian the Emperour,
in the cafe of Chrifts Divinity, Nopls argumento credas
(fandeAmperater ) (F noftra difputationi Scripturas in-
terrogemsys snterrogemus Apofiolos, Prephetas, Chriflum.
Leane not fo much tomy firength of Argument and
difputation, aste facred authority and proof: Let
us ask the Scriptures, Patriarchs, Prophets, Evanges
lifts, Apoftles, Chrift; let me adde ( for fo both
my task and induftry require ) Churches; Fathers,
¢rc. Lot us ask of the former dayes, and them that
are more aged then we, the facred EcclefiafticaltHi-
ftories. Let's give Afeiquity her due, and not padle
in a pew-raifed puddle at our owne doors, while we
may have our fill at a pure and clear fountain, where.
of while we drink therein, we may fee the truth clea-
red which we'maintaine.

To beginthenwith the Scripture,Gods
owne Ward, to prove the bonour of bis Ddy;
who inthe beginning was the word,

N tte firft of .the Hebrews at the fixth verfe, when Scripture.
i the Lord brings in the firt begotten into the
world, he faith, Lez all the angels of God worfhip him |
" in the words, commanding thofe glorious creatures-
to fet the day of Chrifts birth afide, for fuch an holy
- worfhip. And -

HCb. 'O 69 *



Verle 14.

Verle 16,

1 Tim, 3. 16,

Scriptares.

And fo they did, for fo we read, Luje 1. 7, 8,9, to,
&’¢. no {ooner had Mary broughe forth her firft.
borne fon, an.: laid him in a Manger,but immediarely
the Angels according to the former command, def.
cend trom Heaven in multitudes,to make merty.and
keep holi-day withthe wakefull Shepheards, in che
fields of Epbrata; Heaven and Earth, Church M;.
litant and triumphant, Angels and men thus met j
one to folemnize this glorious day, to make jt {o,
and to confecrate it for a future worfhip, the glory of
the Lord fhone round about them 5 the Angell
preacheth the Sermon, and his Text is fuitable ¢o the
time and Auditory, dire&ed to them that were to
teach others ; the words, Fesre ner you, for bebeld I
bring you tidings of great oy which fhall be to all people,
for unte you is borne this dayin the City of David, 4 Sa.
viour, which is Cbrift the Lord, &c. The Sermon end-
ed, the multitude of the heavenly hoaft doe fing the
Pfalme, the burthen whereof was, Glorybete Godon
high, in earth peace, and good will towards men, This
done, the Angels depart, and leave their brethren the
Shepheards, to finifh what they began ; for this pur-
pofe they, asthey were commanded by the Augels,
goe in haft to Bethelem, andwor(hicr the new-borne
Babe, which fervice once performed, they return not
to their Flocks, butleave themto the prote@ion of
the new.borne Shepheard, and goe up and downe all
that day, preaching what they had heard and {een,and
make them to wonder, and well thc’ymight,' feing
great was this Myftery of Godlinefle,God manifefted
in the fle(h, feen of Angels,by them preached unto
the Shepheards, believed on by the Fewes, andall up-

on this day. «
| | Shall



Scriptures.

Shall Angels then, that have no {in, preach and
fing, and exhort their heaters to a celebration, and
fhall men be filent that are nothing but fin? Shall
Shepheards leave their flocks, and Chriftians goc to
plough; Herewe have Gloriam Dei djem tlluminan.
tem, eAngelsm predicantem multitudinem canentems,
| Pafteres feriantes, the gg;)ry of God, the day inlighe-
| ning, one Angel preaching, the multitude finging, the

| Shepheards keeping holi-day,whatbetter warrant for

| the fan&itying of this day? Shall the day then of
| Chiriftstefurre@ion bekeptholyonce a week, hisbirth-
ay from theGrave,8 thall not the day of his Nativi.
y, or of his birth from the womb,be folemnized once
year? Efpecially feeing we have more warrant for
eeping of this, then that, for chat we have onely the
ra&ife of afew Churches, asof 7voas, Galatia, and
(orinthwhoufed to meet together upon the firft day
of the week, but not one word of precept but for
eeping the day of Ch‘r'iﬁs Nativity, we have both
recept of God and Angels, in the Church trium.-
phant, the pra&ife of the hepheards and Chriftians
nall ages in the Church militant.

A third placeto ptove this truth we bave jo the
undred and tenth Pfalme, verfe the third, where the
Prophet fpcakin‘g},ot the comming and Kingdome of
Chrift, faith, Znthe day of thy pewer the pcople%kall bring

be free-will offerings with an holy wer[bup, the dew of thy

irth is as the womb of the morning : Oras our laft Tran.
{lation reads it, Thypesple [ball bewilling in the day of
hypower sx the beautses of holtneSe_from ths woms of the.
morning, theu baft the dew of thyyouth, Here the Prophet
makes mention of a day, ia which all people thould

brin gfrec willing offerings unto Chuft, with{an
- | | v holy.

P{‘d}o lr\.}- gl



Phal 110,

compared
with Pfal, 2.6,

Scripture.

holy worfhip which is tobe tendred unte him in the |
beauties of holineffe, that is, in the particular places |
of Affembly, the Churches, and therefore tobe kepe )
holi day, nay muft, for it ruas, the people (hallbring |
thee free will offerings, o' they, fhall be willingin |
that day, fhewing it to be their duty, whenever the |
day comes {o to doe. |
Now what day is this, but Chrifts birth-day ? and |
therefore we have it here called the dew of his birth,
T al jalduthekab, moft properly according to the Oriw
ginall, which was cither as the womb of the morning;
as one Tranflation, or fromthe womb of the morn-
ing, as the other, the firf fhewing that thebirth of
Chrift, and dew or fruit thereof, waslikethe morn-
ings womb, comfortable and pleafant unto ally ac-
cording tothe Angels teftimony, Luke 2. 10, Or that:
he was borne in the beginning of the morning at
cock-crowing, before perfe@ day, as appears in the
fame place.  Further, that the day here meant was
the day of Chrifts birth, appears efpecially in this,
that it is called the day of his power, in the moran-
ing whereof, his power was manifefted in break-
ing open the gates of <Maries womb ; nay more
properly the day of his power, becaule Insium
regni, the betgirming ofhis reigne being as this day
born King of the Fews, <Mar 2.2, When Kings came
to doe homage to this King of Kings thatnow was
borne, and whereupon he fethis King upon his boly
hill of Zivs,and therefore the day of his power, Pfal,
2.6. when he faid, Thow art my Son, this dsybave I be-
gotten theeyverf.7. That isto fay, Ihave manifefted
thee by being borne asupon this day, tobe my firft
begotten from alteternity, giving thee the Heathen
| | for

i




Scripture.

for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the
earth for thy pofleffion, that thou mayeft break them
with a rod of iros, and bruife themro picces like 2
potters veflel : allarguments of great power, verf. 8,
g. concordant with the words of the hundred and
tenth Pfalme, ver{.$,6,7. Behold the day of Chrifts
power upon that day, therefore every year thas the
Prophecy may be fulfilled , the people that beleeve

in hitm, are to briog him not legall Sacrifices, which
figured him to come; but the free-will offrings of
praife, and thankfgiving for his gracious comming,

to be teadred unto Godin the beauties of holinefie,

the places where we meet together to exercife holy

duties, and the reafon is, becaufe the dew of his birth

like the womb of the moraing did refrefh all; {0 for

that, refrefhing thanks 1s co be given by all.

A fourth and laft place, is, ehn 8.56. where our |

Saviour Chrift faith anto the Pharifees, Yaur father
Abrabam rejoyced to [ee my day, and be [aw it andwas
glad: \Whavdaywas this¢ ltwas notthe day of his
paffion, nor of his Refurre@ion, nor.of his Afcenti-
on into heaven, forthelewere to comewhen our Sa-
viour fpake the words, but that day was paft ot which
he then fpake ; it could then beno otherbut the day
of hiscomming and manifeftation in the A=(h(accor-
ding to the curreat of Interprerers ) that ble(fed day
of his Nativity which eA4brabam by the eye of faith
beheld, and faw {o many yearsbetore,

Now, if he, the Fathier of the faithful did (o many
years before, rejoyce and was glad tofee thatday a
comming 5 furely all the Sonnes of the faithfull 4.
brabam will in their fucceflive generations be glad, re-
joyce, and give than!{\s that it iscomeand pilt,ande-

- C very

3
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Scripture.

very year folemnize the fame in remembrance of what
they got by hie comm!1ng, 1 Tém, 1. 15. 1,

This is that great Feftivall calledby the Eafterne
Church secpdvie, OF Seopets bet, Geds 4?}7“".'7g; 671 Sparn Jes
orSgimans P yurinews. Decaule God appeared to men by
nis Rirth f{o Bafil * and Nezganzent " orto ule the
Apotftles phrafe, God was mansfefted im 1he flefb. ©

3. Emowle the Epsphanie or vhe appearsng Kav'iZoyhy
implying that this appeariog excelled all other what-
foever. But heretwo thin%s are worthy to be noted.
The one is, that the Churches 1n «£gypt,becanfe they
celebrated Chrifts Birth andal{o his Baptifme, upon
one and the fame day, called both thefe Feafls pro-
mifcuonfly Epiphanie. ¢ The other is, that the mo-
derne Churches have through the ufe and cuftome of
{pecch, reftrained the word Epipbanie unto the Fea(t
commonly called the Twelfth day, celebrated in me-
mory of the miraculous appearance ofthe Star which
led the wife men to Chrift. ©

3. Tereonle 78 odliges £ The Birth-day of the Saviour.

4. B g s xed Tiop Sopry unmgbmonss © The greareﬂ and
Metropalitan Feaft,

The Wefterne Church called it Dies Natsvitatus,
the day ofthe Nativity. " By way of eminency and
dignity. |

». Luminaria, The Feaft of lights either becaufe they
ufed many lights and candles at this Feaft, or rather
becaufe Chrift the light of lights, that true light then
came into theworld. ~

3. Dies Natalis Doming vel Natalstia Domixi.x The
Birth-dav of our Lord swe call it Chyi tmas.ot Chrifts
Ateffe, not from the Popith Mafle faid chercupan, but
{rom our ancient word Mefle, which fignifiesa Feaft,

{o



- Scriptare.
{o that chriftmas is no more then amefle or Fealt pro-
vided on the day of Chrifts birth, in away of rejoycing
as Abrabam did, foretold by Facot ! Gen. 49.10. Mar-
ked outby the Prophet 1fzéab, as a fpeciall and won-
derfull day ; ™ may, {o ravifhed he is with the confide-
ration thereof,that he rejoyceth with the Church as
if the day of Chrifts birth were then come. » They oy
before thee according to ths oy iabarvefl, and as més re-
joyce when they divide the fposle : For untowsa child is
bore umto usa fon is grven. And he is feconded by the
Prophet Zechariab, © faying, Thus [asth the Lord of
hofts, [ will bring forthmy fervant (CHRIST) the Branch,
Inthat day [bali ye cal) every man bis resghboury under tne
vine and under the figge tree. ;

Somuch de jure, that the day may and ought to be
kept holy of all them that have any part in Chirift, and
that by Scripture.

Now we come to prove that 4e fallo, thatit hath
been kept holy inallages, inall parts ofthe Chriftian
world ; and our witnefle fhall be the practife of Gods
Church both Eaft and Weft, in Afia, 4frica, and
Eurape, in the primitive times, and of all the reformed
Chutches in Chriftendome ( Scot/and only excepted,
and yet not altogether) in thefc times whercin wee
live.” Which pra&ife is {fuflicient to prove tre point,
though there were only geseral grounds out of Scrip-
ture to fupport and back it 5 the Church having power
for any publick benefit, toappoint a day of thankfgi.
ving yearly to be kept holy in remembrance ofthe
{1me, and by the generall prad&tife thercof, all the chil-
dren of the Chureh being bound to keepthe fame, in
their fucceeding generations.

Such was the Feait of P aricr;n infticuted by theChurch gf
2 tne

L Gene 4
m 1 7. 14.

n Ifa. 9. 6.

©3.'8. 10,
Zech.3.8. 10,



10 The Praftice of the Church.

| the Fewes, and commanded yearly to be oblerved by
Bither 920 511 their pofierity in remembrance oftheir deliverance
’ from Haman's cruelty,

Suchwas the Feail of the dedication of the Tem.
p'e,atwhich Chritkwas annually prefent, yetneither
of thefe were commanded by God.

Suchisour Lords d2v, commonly fo called, or the
firfy day of the week, by us kept holy in remembrance
of Chrifis refurrection (or his birth, or both) there.
upor, for the keeping whereof we haveno exprefle
command out of the word of God, but anely the bare
pra&ife of fome few Churches inthe Apotles time,
andthe conftant obfervance of all particularChurch-
es over allthe world,cver fince their time, which with
us is {o prevailing an authority, and fure warrant for
obf{crvation, that we (hould account lim that thould

fpeake againft the keeping of the Lords day holy, an
Anathema Maranaths,

Such then alfo is the day of our Lords Nativity,
which hath alwayes generally, univerfally, conftantly
been keptholy in all Nations from the Apoftles time,
to ours. For which we now come to produce our
Waitnefles 5 and firft forthe Primirive times, thofc
puter dayes of Chriftianity.

The fum of whofe evidence is, that our Saviour
Chrift was borne in winter, near unto, or uponthe
very day of thewinter solifsce, or (as all agree)
he was then borne when the dayes began to increafe
and lengthen, upon the 2 5. day of December f2y fome,
upon the eight of the calends of Fanuary, {ay others,

and yet all fay one and the {ame thing, for the eight of
the calends ot Fanaaryand the 25, of December,accord-
ing to diverfe accounts, are all one, and the winter

| Solftice



Primitive Church.

Solltice in our Saviours time was upon the 25, of De-
cember, as allo the Pernall Equinaxuponthe 25. of
March, as all Afkronomers confefle, and fhall more
plainly appear in the following Treatile, and{oare
all the Fathers to be underftood, that fay with Si.
Auzsfting that Chrilt was Cozeeprus, tn @quinoffs
verno : matus in So [feziobyrerno, conceived inthe ver-
nall @quinox, and borne in the winter folffzce, that he
was borne on the cight of the calends of Faruary thae
isto {ay,on the 25. day of Decemberyas wein England
have atirrmed. | ‘

2. They fay and affirme, that thisday was inthe
Primitive times kept holy by Apofiolicall tradiricn
grounded upon the word of God 3 and fuch tradii-
ons we are boundto obferve, even by the word of
Gol, as-if they had been writtea by the Apofiles

thémfelves, as-we may be affured by thofe two rexrs,

2 Thef. 2.15. 1 {or. 11. 2. And fuch an Apoftoli-
call Ordinance is the folemnizing of the Birth.-day
ot our Saviour Chrift Jefus.

- Toprovethelaft firlt; Ictetwoor three Witnef-
{¢§ fpedk to this particular, and you fhall have the
reft open their mouths inthe mrintenaace of the o-
ther, in the times wherein they lived.

Firft then, St. 4ugaftine inhis 118 Epiftleto Fax-
nuirius,{peaking of theyearly Fealts then obferved,
faith, 1lls que non Scripta, fedtraditécuflodima, que
quidem toto terrarum orbe of fervantar, dantar intellizs,
vel ab i [is Apofbolis, velplenariis conciliis, quorum eft 12
ecclefia Saluserrima authoritas, commendata atque Fatuts
retinerd s [icuts quod Doming peffis, ¢ refurretio, ¢
afcenfio incelum, & gdventus decelo Spiritus [axnifi,
annsver(arsa [(dlemnitate celebrantur.  Thofe Feafts

SERY
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Oportet,
it is needfull,
1018 ourduty.

Floruit. Anno
420.

Floruit. Annoe
370.

‘Primitive Church.

conceraing which we have no exprefle Scripture, but
only traditions,which are now obferved alltheworld
ever ; we ought to know thas the keeping of them
was commended unto us, and inftituted ( or com-
manded ) either by the Apoftlesthemfclves, or ge-
nerall Councels,of whichthere isa moft wholefome
ufe in the Church of God ; fuehare the Feafts of onr
Lords Paffion, Refurre&tion,Alcenfion into Heaven,
and the comming downe of the holy Ghoft, which
are Row kept holy witha yearly folemnity.

But here the prophane cpponent may reply,where
is the Feaft of the Nativity all this while 2 [anfwer,
he makes 2 more {pecial] and honourable mention of
it in the very next Epiftle (asnotto be named the
fame day with the former for the furpafling excellen-
cy thereof) faying, Hic primum opportet,st Die N ats-
Uitatis Domint Sacramenta celebremus, (9 ipfum revolu-
tum anni Diem fefta devetione celebrare. Here'it chie-
fly behoves us ( more then in the forementioned
Feafts ) that upon the day of our Lords Nativiey,
we fhould receive the Sacrament in remembrance of
him that was borae upon it, and upan the returne of
the yeare to celebrate the very day witha Feafting
d evotion.

Thele words were written more then 1200. years
agoe, when the forementioned dayes, and efpecially
that of the Nativity, were kept Feftivall and holie,
Ubrcungy [e diffundit teyrrarum univerfitas unsver[a qua-
cungy fe dzﬁ:zmdit scclefia | even to the worlds end ,
wherefoever the Church did extend her felfe as hie
doth maintaine, Lz5, 32./cont. Fauftaum cap 12,

To leave him forawhile, Epipbanius,a Father more
ancient then he by one hundred and fifty years, in his

com.



Fatbers. 13
compendium doth affirme, that the Chriftians efthe
Primitive Church, did faft upon all the Friday’sin
the year, except the day of Chrifts Nativity, fell up-
on a Friday, which the Church ( faith he ) excepred
byan Apoftolicall tradition, not fafting, but fea ting
thereupon. |

We muft not here omit, that ever fince thetime _ .
of Chrift, according to the vulgar account, our Savi. Ei?;&;f’gnng
our hathbeenheld to be borne onthe 2 5. day of De- 532 Floruin,
cember, in the year of the world, 39 49. whichaccount
hath been received over all Chriftendom for fo much
as belongs to that day; Itis called the 7ulgsr and
Dionyfian account, becaufe Dionyius Exigum, Abbot
of Rome, in the time of Juftisianthe Emperour, a-
bout the year 532. got 1t eftablifhed for the oncly
rrue and orthodox account, becaufe it was the fole
accountufed by the Chriftiansthat livedbefore, but
efpecially by Eufebras, Ferome, and Profper of Ajgui-
tane who ufe none but it in their Ecclefiaftical Hifto-
ries of the Primitive times.

But to put it beyond all doubt,(lemens the Scholar cleyens ro-
of the Apoftles, mentionedby St. Pau/ and called manus, Ao
clement of Rome, to diftinguifb him from'the other 7o
of Alexandria, who flourifhed in the {eventicth year
of Chri}, when allthe Apoftles ( Fames excepted )
were alive, who was Regifter nnto them, and writ
the Book of the Apoltles confiitutions, inthe thir-

tecnth Chapterof the {aid. Book fets this downe fof
one. ’

Dies natalis Domint noftri Fefu Chri.
* fH,celebretnr, vice[simo quinto die
e fis

Phil. 4. 3.
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The Apcito-
licall Ducree
forthe Day of
Chritts Bith

Conftir. Lib.
5. c. 12,

Fathers.
menfis noni (i: Decembris) au-
merando a M artao. —

Let the Birth-day of our Saviour Jefus Chriftbe
celebrated on the twenty fift day of the ninth month
(thatisto fay, of December ) beginning to reckon
from <Mareh. | :

And againe,

Dies Feflos agitate fratres ac primum
quidem diem N atals.

Brethren, kecep diligently the Feaft dayes, and tru-
ly in the firft place the day of Chrifts birth, |

Behold the tonftitution it felfe, word for word,
and his exhortation annexedy by which, and what
hath been already faid, and what (hall be faid hereaf-
ter, it doth, and fhall appear, that the twenty fifth
day of December hath cven from the Apoftles time,
been kept holy by all Chriftians, folemnly meeting
together in their feverall Congregations, for the
Birth.day of outr Saviour Chrift, thercupon joining
together in publick prayers, hearitig the word, re-
ceiving the Sacraments, and giving thanks for bis
commigg into the world 5 all Lulding upon this
conftitution, srounded upon the fote-cited places of

" theword of God.

Juftine, An:
150,

~ Suppofe it true, which is oot, that Jufline Maxtyr,
Irenews and Turtullzan, thofe firlt Fachers who flou-
rifbed in theagenext to the Apoftles, makewno men-

- tion of the keeping of this day, havenotaline inall

their
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their writings now extant, to exhort the people to
obferve the tame, thall we theretore conclude that
the day was not therefore annually {olemnized? No
in no wife ( for thofe purer Carifuans did doe it
withourall doubt, though many times privately for
fear of perfecution ) but their filence concludes ra-
ther, that the Chriitians then needed no exhortations
to {fo holy aduty, nor no informations concerning
the day and year of our Saviours bicth, they having

Irengus, Anne
180,

Tertullian, Ans
203.

in perfe&t memorywhat the Apoltles had delivered

concerning this particular, \

But when afterwards the myftery of iniquity began
to work, and diverfe Chriftians in thofe times, of
perfecution and feducement, forgot their duty, and
diverfe hereticks, the filthy {pawne of €1 and Che-
rinthss, began to deny the God-head of our Savi.
our, as CMontanys, Theodotion, Proclus, Alcibiades, The-
miflon, B atroclus, Artemop, Alexander, who with many
more crept:into the Church, about the year 200. de-
nying not only his Deity, afirming him a meer man,
conceived of mans: feed, but denying alls his Birth-
day to be kept holy, and dehorting their Profelytes
from wor(hipping thercupon, leaft they thould {eem
to honour and acknowledge him for God. Here-
upon the Fathers, thofe Primitive lights, to vindi-
cate our Saviours Deity, and to fthew that Divine
worfhip was due to hitn, began vehemently to urge
the keeping of rhe day, urging the tradition and fore-
mentioned conftitution of the Apoltles, the exam-
ples of their fore-fathers, and the Churches univer-
{all pra&ife, io the times that they lived in, bringing
in the cuftome of the Churches of God, asa maine
argument, as the Apofile likewife doth, inafmaller

o D | matter,
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Clemens Alex-
and. Anne

204

Telefpborm ’
Bp. dec :Tom.

cor.pag. 117,

Theopbilus,

@rigen, 226

Fathers.

matter, 1 Cor. 11, 16. It istrue what Tertallian faith,
that €brift was called trath, not cuftome 5 and that cu-
ftome without truth is nothing worth; but know,
that the cuftome of the Church, grounded vpon
trath, is like an armed man to fight for, and main-
taine it,

To proceed then, tothe following Fathers, Cle.
mens Alexanarinus who flourifbed at the fame time
with Tertullian, in the year 204. reputes and cenfures
the followers of Bafilsdes, for Hereticks, who held,
that our Saviour Chrift was borne on the twenty
fourth, or twenty fifthof Pharmuth, or Aprsil, and
others that faid he was borne on the twenty fifth of
Pschon, or CMasy,contrary to the ancient and received
tradition, Lié. ro. Stromatsm. Differences about it
argrgc the obfervation.

ext after him, Telefphorus in his decretall Epifile,
faith, Statutumeft &e. It 4 ordasned that inihe boly
Bight of the Nativity of our Lord and Saviesr, they doe
celebrate the pwblique Church.fervices, and 1n them fo-
lemnly [ing the Angels hymme, becasfe alfo the fame night
be was declared untothe shephsards by an Angel, as the
truth it felfe doth witnefle.

Next after him, 7heopbilus , Bifbop of Cecarea 1
Paleftire, a man approved by Mr. Perkias 1n his de-
monftration of the Problem, 7el. 2. p. 597. affirms,
that wee ought to celebrate the Birth-day of our
L ord, on what diy foeverthe 25, of December (hall
happen. Heis cited by the Magdeburgenfes, Cent. 1.
¢. 6. and by Hefpinian, de orig: Fefloram Clriftianos
ram,

Origen Scholar to Clemens of Alexandrie, famous
about the year 226. in diverfe parts of his works,

B ) - records
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‘records the annuall and univerfall obfervation of
this blefled day. " \

After him, Cyprian (who lived in the fame age
with 4rnobsas and LaGantius ) and flourifthed in the Oprar 240
year 240. Bithop of Carthage, anda glorious Mar.
tyr, hath one whole Sermon, now extact in his
Workes, preached upon the very day of Chrilts
birth, part whereot we {hall here ingroffe, which will
give excellent light to the truth of this particular,

His words follow.

eAdeft Chriffi maltum difiderata, & dis expetata Som: de Na.
Nativitas., Adefl follemnitas snclyta, & imprefentia- Ds:
rum Salvateri grates, & laudes, vifitateri (wo per or-
bem terrarum SanBa veddst ecclefia. G audia nobis ¢ -
litus nuntiantur, letitia smperatur, nex ¢ Sta [acri partus
confeia, mobis fulgoribus sllufiratur 5 Gloriantur ince-
leftibus [upers, prax in terra, bona volantas hominibus
confirmatur, Adfunt Angeli, loquuntur Paftoribus, non
dedsgrantur loqui perfonts bumilstus, & cam ipfi fub-
limes [unt sRfermos non afpernantur,

The much defired, and long looked for, day of
Chrifts Nativity, is now prefent with us,that farsous
{folemnity is now upon us, and as upon this prefent
day the holy Church, throughout the whole world

ives thanks to her Saviour, and renders praife to
lg)im,that as thisday, vifited her from on high. Joyes
are preached from Heaven, and merry-making com-
manded on earth. The fore-going night confcious
of that facred Birth, isby us turned to day by bright
burning lamps and torches. The powers above give
glory to God in the higheft, peace is promifed upon
earth, and good will confirmed unto men. The An-
gels are prefent, and fpeak to the Shepheards, they
D2 . doe
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doe not now difdaine to open their mouths to mean
perfons, and though they be the moft glorious crea-

‘tures, yet they defpife not thofe who are weak, ¢,
'So far he,and the Fathers that lived before the Coun-

|

cell of Nice in the firft, fecond, and third Century.
To come to the fourth, in the very beginning

thereof, Vicepberas in the {feventh Book of hix Eccle-
fiafticall Hiftory, and the fixth Chapter; affures us,

that at Nicomedss (a City of Bethenia ) nhen the Fefti_
vall of Chrifts Birth-day came, and amaltitude of chri-
ftians inall ages hsd affembled together in the Temple to
celebrare that Birth-dsy. Dioclelianthe tyrant, baving
gottes an advantageous occafon whevely be might accom.

plifh bis madueSe aid fury, [ent men thather to inclofe the

Bafilive Mag-
#, 3 7 Q,

Temple, axd to (et 5t on fire round about, and foconi:me”
them all to afbes, even twenty thoufand perfons, Wever
was fuch abon-fire on a thank{giving day,never fuch a
facrifice on the day of Chrifis Nativity; fo many
zealous Saints afcending up to heaven like Aaxosbs
Angel in the flame, to fup with Chrift above, the be-
ginning of whofe day they kept with the Church be-
low. o

But in the fame age, more honourwas done unto
the day by Palentinian Emperour of th» Weft, Theo.
dofius the great, and his Son eArcadins, Emperours of
the Eaft, who by their imperiall decreesauthorized
the Feaft of the Nativsty, as Zago Zobo, doth wituefle,
an Author quoted by Dacter willet in his Synepfis, 9.
gen.cont. 4. 8.p. 406. »

If any man fhall difpute his credit, there is menti-
on made of it by Bafil the great, that glorious lamp of
Cefarea, whofe contemporaries. were eAthanafias,
£illarfo, and Optatus, about the year 370, when this
) | bright
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bright Star of (appadecia inlightned the Chriftian
world. Andwitnefleth thar for his time, the bleffed

day was annually kept with all folemne obfervance ;
and he honours it with a new title, calling it Diem
Seoparias a8 others afier him, Epiphaniam,or wimina
the day of Gods appearance,and that moft elegaatly,
becaufe that upon that day s« erapepan €7 gapxi God

was manifefted in the fle(h. Furcher, he Lath left us

one Sermon Preached thereupon, now extanr,

And Gregory Nazianzes, who lived and flourithed
at the fame time, hathap Oration made to the peo-
pleupou that day, iuntituled, Oratso ¢n Sancta Ep:-

phanterum lumina, An Oration upon the hallowed

lights of the Epiphanies ( by which name, fith the
learned Zanchie) the Fathersdid not underfland the
day commonly {o called, when Chrift was wor(hip-
ped by the wife menof the Eaft, buttheday of his
Birth and Baptifhe. Nay more, inhis 38. Orarion
he breaks out into this admirable expreflian, Pirta-
tes celefles gogy bads ernodie &c. Tam confident, that
even the heavenly powers doe alfo this prefentday
celebrate the Feaft together, and leap exceedingly
for joy, feing theyare endewed with the love of God
and men., |

Epiphanius, that great light of (yprus,who flourifh.
ed at the fame time with the two fore -mentioned
Fathers, and contiaued under the Emperours, 7.
lens, Gratian, Theodofius, inhis Book entituled, com-
pendiaria, vsra Doctrina, de fide catholice, & Apoffoli-
ce, ecclefie, reckoning up the annuall Fealts then
kept, & fol’c«mr}ljg'g{‘cgvéd‘by the CatholickChurch,
mentions the day of Glirifts Birth for one of the
principall and-chicfe. And further, in his 51, Herefre,
| - affirms,

19

1 Tim, 3. 16.
Tom. 1. p. 456.

Gregiiuss Na-
g1anzends.
372

ol 4.1 1. ¢,
19 Theis.

Epiphantwt,
Anno 373,
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afirms, that Chri(t wasborne circa Fanuarium mep-
[em, about the month-of Fsnsuary; who hath lefrus
fix Sermons all Preached on the very day.

" The nextis Amérofe, Bihop of Chillainein I:aly,
who flourithed at the fame time under the Empe-
rours, Gratian and Theodofius, about the year 374.
who doth witnefle for the Wefterne Churches, that
in them in his dayes,this day was generally kept holy;
and in bis fecond Sermon preached thereupon, dif-
canting upon the Birth-dfages of Chrift, and Fobn the
Baptift, hisforerunner, affirms Fobn to be borne at
Mid{fummer, and our Saviour in the Winter ; his
words are thefz,

Ecce in Nativitate Chrifli dies crefeit, in Nativita.
se Jobannis decrefcit, Chrifto oriente lux proficit, Fo-
hanne nafcente minustur 5 Ip[aenim guodam mods t1em-
porafamulantur partubus [uss  Gum detrimentum faci-
WRE Servus gignitur, cam autem Dominus nafcitur aug-
mentum confequuntar s profeltum plane facit Dies cum
munds [alvator oritur, defelfum patitar, cum ultimus
prophera generatur. Scribitur enim Lex ¢y prophet e
u(q; ad Jobannem, atq; ideonece[[e erat ut obfeayaretur
legis obfervatio, ubi evocatio ubi Evangelj gratia, ve.
fulgebant, (& ceffaret prophetia reteris teffamenti, cum
novi teftamenti gratia Succedebat. Ergoin Nativitate
Domin: proficit Dies quem [plendidifima lux veritatis
illumingt.

Behold ( faithhe) atthe Birth of Cririft the day
doth encreafe, at the Birth of Febn it doth decreafe:
Chrift rifing, the light is augmented, Fobn being
borne, it is leflened. For the very times in a manner
doe wait upon their feverall Nativities; when they
lpofe, the fervant is borne, when they gaine, the Ma-

fter
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fter is brought forth. The day doth {enfibly en.

creafe when the Saviour of the world came into ity

butdeereafe, when the laft of the Prophets was borne
init: for 1t is written, that the Law apd the Pro-
phets continued till 7467 5 and therefore it was need.

I

full that the obfervation of the Law fhould be dark.

ned, when the calling and grace of the Gofpel began
to fhine clear: and that the Prophecy of the old Te-
ftament thould ceafe, when the grace of the new did
fuccced. Therefore upon the E

doth encreafe, becaufe the brighteft light of truth
doth enlighten it,

The next is Gregory Nyfen, Brother to Bafil the
great, and of the fame time with St. Ferome, he was
ptefent at the firlt Councel of Conftantsnople.and writ

the 7reed confirmed in that Councell, he flourithed

about the year 380, and witnefleth the v
thing with St. eAmbrofe in his Oration

the day of Chrifts Nativity : faying,

Inbac dieminui tenebre incipsunt, nockifq; modsi au-

ery {ame
made upon

gefcente radio, ad defectum rediguntur, Myfterium natura

exponit perpscacteribiu, ac doces qusd [ib Velity quid in
adventu Doming dies crefcit, nox decurtat gy,

Upon this day the darknefle begins to diminifh,
and the nights by the encreafing Sun-(hine, begin to
grow fhorter s{nature her felf expounds the myfltery
to the more prudent, and teacheth us what Ismeant
by this,rhat at the comming of Chrift into the world
the day increafeth, and the night diminifheth, Then
he adds the expofition in moft elegant terms follow-
ing. | N
gEgp talia quedam dicentem mibi videoy audire, Crea-
saram-s Viides noctem ad (umsmam longitadine

Lords birth, the day

m progref-

Gregorius
NyfJanus. 380,

Gregary
NyfJen.

fam,



Hieronimus,
Tom. 9. p. 82,
Cl I'

Prudentiug,
Anno 390.

Hymnus 8.Cal.
Fan. pag. 6o,

Fathers.

fam atqs ulterius curvere ac proferrs defifere, (& in con-
trarinm refoivi. Animaduerts quod improbs peccats nox,
qu0ad ejm fieripoterat, aycta atqs extremam pequitie
magnitadinem sffecats, hodie ul.tggzm progrediy ac [1bd
quafi poffidendo ufu capere probeiita eft, atq; debine ad
defectionem redigitur. Vides lucis radium diutins due
rare, {3 Solem effe [riito fublimiorem, ansmadverte vere
lycts adventym, qua radjis Evangelicis orbem illuminat,
~ Me-thinks T heare the Creature fpeaking fuch like

‘words as thefe unto me. Thou feeit the night hath

gain’'d hisutmoft length, and ceafethnow to run out,
ortobe extended any further, but as it wereto re-
treat. Take notice then, that now the dithoneft
night of fin, having encreafed it {elfe as far as it was
poflible,and reached the extreame point of ungodl-
nefle, was this day prehibited to reach any further,
and hereupon became (horter and (horter. Thou
feeft the Sunto fhine longer then it did the dayes be-
fore,and to appear higher in the Heaven then it was
wont; take noticethenof the true light thar at this
time {prungup awmong us, and by the beams of the
Gofpel enlightens every one that comes into the
World. And St. Hierome feconds him, faying, That
the dgy kept in memory of our Lords Nativity,is the
day dn which the ancient report is, he was borne.
The next is, Aurelins Prudestin, who in his Cathe-
merinon gives us a Carrol, a Divine Hympe by him
penred and made in honour of Chrift, whowis born
that day. 1fhall give you it bothin Latine and Eng-
lifh, that it may be like <Mofes his {ong, Drut, 31. 28,

arecordagainft them that keep not the day_which the

old Father fo devoutly metry did 1300. years agoe,
{o much honour with a pisce of Divine poefie.  His

firaines follow. \ Duid
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Donec rotata annalinm

Tranfvolvorentur millia

Atqgyipfe pcccan!em din
Dignatus orbem 'wﬁ:ret

Naw cacavis mortalint
Veurrans inanes nanias,
Vel era, vel [axa algrda
Velligna credebat Dennt.

Hae durme ﬁgzzuntur perfi di
Predonis in s venerant

Er m. mczpatam fmmdo
Vitan: barathro zmmerferant

Stragem [ed i ﬁ'am non tulit

ChriStas cadeplum gentinne

"j]iidpune e fozfmfm

- Maturaper fcyﬁdm
. Rudorss mta&mde’

: I’cztr/& perzret fabrica.

- Martale Corpws induit

Vi excitatocorpors

Mortis Catenam frangeret 5

Hontinemqs povtares patri

‘Hic ille Natalﬂ Dies
© Quote (reator ardwss

Sp: mwt e limoindidit .

 Sermony carneus th:mtm,

Sentis ne virgo nobilis.

Honore pavtus-Crefeere.

. That therein movmg he

- The chaine.of death, ptll out the fing,
-+ And man unto his Fqchcr bring.” -

Pm‘diént'iﬁsrl%isfmoﬁ

” Till many thou{'and years rum rou*ndf

- Courfing o’re them that dwelt o™

= - ( ground,
He did vouchfafe tovilit then,

The world of daily finning men.

For mortals fupcrﬂmon blinde,
Worfhipping vaine toyes of minde,

Brafs,wood,cold ftoner, beleev’d 1o be

The oncly God in perfons three,

By this means then did fall all Lands,
IOtO theerayterous Robbére hands,
Their en{lav’d Touls without teaﬁm,
Plungmgm Hels fmoaky prifonir.

But Chriftcould not endu re thc fall
And {laughter of his Gentlles all >
Unpunithéd, Teafbinvhavday- {

His Eatheruabmck{hou my@ :

A mortall Body he did take,
might break

- TThis, O Chrift, was thy Birch-day,

When the Creator ctoach'd with clay,

-Thee Breath’d by Him, and thenat ]aﬁ
. Thc Ward unte thefleh glu’d faft, -

S \ .

) o ‘O Noble ergm do’ﬁ not fcc

" ,‘ , Made pregnant by hugmili
e n,'.,( pg%nhiw w)

o Thehonouro t y .
* "By him cnhaunc d: %hat g borr;:: of thce

Ohow



0 uanta amm:gud WoRnLE

q0 zu: e
Alvws W‘mm S1HO° Qg OfWthh

Procedit; &v?,mé,@&-«w .t sud¥hew age, gnd

Ex qua Rovelh MW&W“

"“jy\ }

Vagztm ille Exvfdlm

ki[O

.Mundw 'uetemnm }mht. b

ar eullmn
Rgd%'ne denfis flo

Ipfafifs averss e RN

Fragaffé warde ¢ yedare:

oNnt Ja‘»tff f;m(Pm)
Se”fe’i Ma 8«““'”‘

Victufqs ﬁixoram;' igor

ROR 5% m‘l‘ﬁe world’s fpring,before the ity ¢ ‘v
r ‘rtff, 0’?7‘ Pr ada“" L L » w2 For then the world.@ $ d
 Nane fung

| 3
oy
QLA
3

S, TR RS R /v
. L - : %! -
-

Qxhow gxeat o € M@me’
UJ Qf things bello Y&%x‘k ‘?‘f‘ mb, .

¢ . ) Y
% .o

.y c‘; b ‘\7\‘.‘\;\‘&3‘;\{‘& ‘ﬁ‘f.’;
ERUNA SR Vi

T
N ¢
i

'ﬁxc crying of ;hy&bt bogm o

¢pew chacdayt
L i fér old foule, 99@(@1 mﬁgway. ay 1

RPN S

'icn, I fuppofe, ;Yle Eardl mdeed
Wuh flowers ally’ @hick ithe Country

| fpread,’
. Andeven thé\lhﬁiah*@?bkﬁn‘dg méy' 4
Wuh qu{qu Ne&o;mh’d t:hatday. |

. O Babe, things rudc an “ b“by&)ur, .

1of thy Blrth‘wer onfcions 3
r%‘he fones M‘ﬂ&f&neﬁe did let iﬁ'

robduxmlywammm, G em ;«.xaznd hardeft Whetﬁomfpmu&d g\raﬂé.f’

fnta’a‘f"f‘

3am #ﬁella defd@'(kf ﬂmﬁ "

Fam, gﬂllﬂti&k&“@”d‘ 4y fiaiw anso/The dry ftockg ﬁ:? fhew: dmgaodr\mll

Sudans a momsun ftzpzte :

'74'#,/;&»’ *}rwﬁﬁl f A ar ii>:1Aind ﬂ\rubamdroppmgpdi' < Bﬁfom. ] |

3

] ’ RE C‘ 231
0 ﬁmff uﬁpwf A t' 1
B ,Etemeigxwmu?m? 21 93
Fopif

Mutis.
. ra ‘ |
: ll»lu I:‘H TN !{‘Fi{:';

Indota twrba [ilicet,

Ador £ exdaps ?»a“iﬁi*? & ““’m“ hearclofls Nay
a M-bg; 3 Al _'\(} !\.) ﬁTsnow nOtﬁn%ﬁl ;

‘_ _Vu@#jﬂ‘ ziz Paithiite

szl 93‘3 A i3

anuadl .‘{ dar m* i“"“f

lere facred held, by ages
fifi:f/?fiﬁ %?'ﬁ?f’ ;f‘ cleev'd "%h‘b*ﬁ\%n 8

m st LA
M i lh{'h‘ uTthC d\ln stheﬁ . ph

.l“\ i‘ By !:._‘_\.p‘:‘.; ,"&,45 ‘

Ot Now honey frﬁ@;&hW9qkdnd Al

_In fweating forch {weet l'gmi dGum,

ii‘{}f) . | ', i’:\l"?-\ ‘!P\‘S‘\‘gtg‘

§‘ emall Kingbornéin a Stable,
hy holy Swatlrbands, Mt

N aw%&m Thwedss

N

" The unleafﬁcd‘rdu%&‘meag 5 dor?efe’* .
, %x&mﬁd'@“&“ "




Sed con fidcli [piritu.
Concurrat ad prefepia,
Pagana gens, & quadyupes
Sapiatqy, quod brutums fuit.
Negat patrum profapia,
Terofa prefcntens Denns :
Credas venenis ehriam,
Furijfqs lynphatame rapi,
Qgi d pron.s per [celys ruis -
Agnofee, i guicquans tibi
| Mentis recedst inteqre,
Lucenz tnoruim Principuiie
" Hunc Guess latebrae, &~ 9bﬁetrix
Et wirgo faeta, & Cunnla
“Etimbecillain fantia,
Regem dederunt gentibus.,
| Peccator intueberis
v, Cclfwm corufcis nubibus,
- Dejectus ipfe, & irritis

: Plangens reatums fletibys.

, Cum vafta fignun buccina
o Terris cremandis miiferit

Et [cif[us axis cardinens

| Mundi ruentis folverit.

{ Infignisipfe, & preminens
Meribis rependet congrua :

‘ H’fs Incis ufum perpetis,

i« Ilis, _Gebmngw,év tartarurs,

3”?1/:45 tune f#'lweﬂﬂr;ycj 5
Experta gui fib, fenties,
Ginens, te furoris prefule,
“dors hanfit, & mox reddidir,

el

Let Pagans wicha ftable fp'rit
Linto the Scable rum outright ;

Let four-foored Beafts difcerne
What four-footed Reafts concerne.

Their Fathers Sons, they this deny,
Hating God,now us {o nigh.  (drunk
Theu wouldft beleeve them poifon
Wich furies inco madreflefunk. =

. . [ ' N
\Why do'ft thou headlong run to fin 2
It fome found reafon be withig ?
Acknow lcdge Chrift, who 18 indeed. -
Of all thy Princes:the chiefe head.

This Babe whom I'V’I'1chif’le,c:'r'adlegnighrj
And Virgin lignced, broughe o light,
And Nonage weak,now forch did bring

"UInto the Gentiles for aKing,

Sinner, thou.thaltone day efpic

In Heavens bright clouds exaltcd high,
Dejeted then, thou fhalt in vaine

Lament with cears cthy gyilc a maine, 79

When as he with ]oud.trunipets {found,

Shall givea figne, to burne the ground,
And the broke axtree: by his fall

Unhinge the Center, ruine all.

He Judge Supreame then,all a part,
Shall give to all men their defert, -
To Martys light : Hells night for aye,
To fuch asdid defpife his day.

Then to Tudea; Judge fhall he

{ The Croffea thunder-bolt fhall ) be
To thofe feirce men, who to death
Judg’d him, which ftope, and gave him
(breath,

o



Fathers.
Thenext is Coryfoffome, who lived at the {ame time

with eAdurelsm ‘?rtgdeisnmﬁ about the y@af-gg& of giégﬁ»ﬁ: Anne

whom the Chriftians of Tawre Cilicis,were wont to
fay, that 1t was better that the Sun thould withdraw
his hining, then that {bryfeffomes mouth fhould be
{topt trom fpeaking, He was firlta Priclt of 4.
oo afrer that Bithop of Conflantinople, called Golaen
mouth, and not witiiout caule ; Demofthenes chriitia-
norum,the Ghriltians Demoftbesses. Hein an efpeciall
manner {pends his Rhetorick in magnitying the cele.
bration of this day, inan high ftraine, as tolloweth ;
and firfk,inhis Oration De beato Porlogonio s {aying,
Appetst jam Feftum omniam feflorum maxim: yene-
randumm adorandsmys quod fi quis appellec cmninm Feflo-
yum Metropolin, baud quaquam abberver s Owid auiem
bos et 2 Chrifts juxtacarnem Nattvitas s A5 hoc erim
slluftrato Dze, Fefbum Epipbanioram, ac Sacrum Pafcha,
Afcenfio, (@ Penrecofte, orsginem ac fundamentum du.
cunt, Nfi enim [ecundum Carsem natuseffet Chriftus
nequaquam baptizatus faiffet, nam 1deo eft Feftum Thece
phantorum; nequagquam fuslfet crucifixas, hoc enim eft fe.
ftum pafche, nequaquam miffus cffer Speritus Sanéias,

boc enim eft Feflum PentecoSkes ktaqs adhoc,cen fonte quo-

piam ki diver[i amnes orts, nata [unt nobis hee Festa.
Now that Feaft is come,the moft tobe reverenced,
and adored of all other Feafts; But what Feaftis
that? The Birth-day of aur Saviour Chrift accord.
ing to the fleth, which if any man fhall callitthe
CMetropolstan Feaft, he is no way ia anerroury for
from-this day, made o illuftrious in its obfervation,
the Fealt of the Epiphanie,Pafleover, Afcenfion_ and .

27

Pentecolt, havetheir grounds andoriginall; for if cpypn 5580

he had not been borse according to the fle(h, he had
not beene Baptized, which 15 the Feaft of the

Theopha~



~& Fait)l?fffs
T hesphanies, he had not been crucified, whichis the
Eeaft ofthe Pafleover ; hehad not{ent downthe ho-
ly Ghoft, which isthe Fealt of Pentecot. Therefore
trom this,shofe diverfe Rivelets doe iream, as from
their proper Founta'a>; snd from his Birchrhofe
Fealls have their Birth and breeding.

Note here, that Jujtsne CMartyr, oneofthe moft
ancient of the Fathers, who flourithed in the year
150. in his {econd Apology, sd finem, and betore
him, 7gnatsus, St. Jobns Dileiple, who flourithed in
the 171, yearafter Chriity in his Epiftle to the azag-
ntfians, and Irencus, whowas famous about the year,
130, wriring to #siler the Bithop of Reme, and Ter-
tullian, whowritic the year 203. Lib, deCorona M-
Jitgg, coe witnefle, that the Feafts forementioned b
Chryfcftsme, were gencrally obferved and kept in
their dayes, and cherefore the Fealt of the Nativiey
not mentioned intheir writings not extant, muft be
then kept and obferved alfo, 1t being according to
the Father the foundation of them all.

Ttis I thought good to note bythe way, apainft
them that build much of their hay and flubble,apaintt
the honour of his Birth-day-that was borne in the
Stable, upon the filence ot the firft Fathess. We
now proceed with holy.(bryfofteme, who-farther
adds, 10 the forectted place. . S

Verum_ mow:eb hoc taxtym, pov.efl hunc D femcipteris
anveponi, fedob 1d, quod snboc matum eft, (& ceterisom-
221 bt C‘Jfr venerabslius, sz, qKOd C?’T{ﬁm 'bﬂmo f@&u;,
mortuns efl, quu nullym peccatun pertraxiffet, quid buic

Confft. 397, POLTEE ad]mgz‘m;rarula ¢ Sed mortale covpus affumpfit,
boc quoqs admivandum. Ceterwm, quod Deus cum effet

Veluerit homo fieys, tantumqs [e dumittere Suftinnerst,

quantum



Fathers. ofe
qguintum nzcogitstione quidem complecte queas, hoc eft
oM RIUm TAaXIE ¥ VLreRaum, [fupori(qs plennm quod gt
dem Panlus admirans dicebat, mig~ume[feprearis mj [bee
yium, dews declaratus in carse, (5 altbs, nou enim angelfs
apprebendit Deus (smer, fed femen Abrabe apprebendst
wtpoterat fratribus £ emnitus affrrulare,
But not onely for this reafon, is it thought meet
that Chrifts Birth-uay (hould be preferred before
thofe of his Bapti{me, P:flion, Afcenfion, and Peo-
tecoft ; but tor that which wis borne thereupon, it
ought ro be held more venerable then allother for
that Chrift made man, thould die who hid cortra-
&ed no fin what can be added ro this miracle but
that hedid affume a mortall body ¢ Thisis alfowon-
derfull, and to l'¢c admired. Buttharbeing Godhe
thould be made man, and fo far debafe himfeife, s
canpotenter into the mind of man to concetve, this
is of all the other, the moft wonderfull, and fulfof a-
mazement, which Pasladmiring, cryesour, Greaf
the myftery of godiine(fe, God manifefted in the flefhs and gy 2
againc in another place, He tcot ot upon bim the xa-
rure of‘Aﬂgels, Eut the feed of Abrabam, that he mz'cgbt be
made like to bts brethren in all thirgs. | o
Propter boe peri fimum diligg Diem bure, amoqs & fﬂ”ﬁ?ﬂim
amorem ejus L1 medium pyapons, ut VoS amatorij Pujus byse cpofo-
pharmati partscipes yeddam s Esq, vos omnes obseffor, flame.
regoqs, ut fummo fudio, fummaq; alavritate,velitis adef[- | .. 0
fey fed priow faam unufquifqy domum vepurget, ut Ut of theChuch
deamus dominum neffrum incunts jace ssem, QDuid 85 85IM ;Eg;‘lﬁfo do,
excufsbimus ;- ant quam veniam vbtinebimus ¢ St quum ries
?[a noflracauja difcenderit de C elis nos ad ¢llum ex: eds-
us nostris ire gravemur 2 Quum alregena Barbariq,
exPerfide aceurrant ut illam videant in prefepi jacent. m,
872



30 ngtbers@
bu 1ero ne breve quiders [paciam emiitirs [uftsnes, u* hoc
chaols 3% felici (pectaculo perfruaris < Nam [i cum fide accsSimus
progul dubso videbimus sllum, in prce[epz'9 jacentem s Si-
quidem Menfa vicem explet pre'epe.
For this very reafon,l lovethis day in an efpeciall
manner, and propofe unto you the lovethereot 5 that
1 may make you partakers of this lovely m.dicine.
Therefore,[ exhort,and bc(éccﬁb you all that yeu will
be prefent thereupon, with all’endeavour, and all ala-
crity. But firft ofall, letevery one of us purge his
owne houfe, that we may fec our Lord Chriftlying
in his {wadling cloaths For what excufe thall we
make > Orwhat plea fhall we put in for ourabfence ?
if that upon thac day when he came downe from
Heaven tof our fakes, we {hould think muchto go:
out of our owne houfes towor(hip bim ¢ If when
Strangers, and Batbarians did takea far journey out
of Perfis that they might fee him lying 1n the Maun-
ger, we (hould grudge togoea little way to Church
to cnjoy that blefled fight. For without all doubr if
we come hither by Laith, we {hall fee him Cradled ia
chiifiepiny. the Manger, becaufe the Lords Table, {fupplies the
day 2 Sacra- place of that Manger unto us.
ment-day. Againe, the {ame Father in his fecond Tome, and
the third Homilie, Preached upon the day of our
Saviours Nativity, {peaking ofthe different keeping
of the day by the Chriltians in eArmenza, £y ypr,
and allthe reft of theworld befides, they obferving
the fixt of Fanuary, onthe day ofthe Epibanie, when
he was Baptized, and thefe the twenty fifth of Decem-
ber, thus ends the controverfie.
 Tractemus in corde xoftro, gued hodserne Die Chriftu:
<pafeitur (25, Sciticet Decembris ) altj putant quo
' 1/

4



n Epiplianijs nafcitur 3 Nen dampemus aliorum opi-
nienem, noftram feqmimur Aerinam . megmfj; in
[40 [en[u sbander, & forfitanrevelabst unicsiq; Domi-
nus, Et $lli qui dicunt tunc nafct Salvatorem, (9 ros qu;
hodie dicimus mafci, unum domisum colimus, wipum tp.
fantulum [ufcipimus, Sed videamus quod migis yatie.
natilins | Ratie noftra nen reprebendit alios, [-d nos pro-
bat, Now [unt no(tra gue loguimury Nisjorum fensentsa
oft 5 Unmiver[us mundus contra hujus provincic epimio-
nem logustur Hic Apoftoli fuerunt, bic traditio fuit -
Nos dicimus quia hodie Chriftus natuseft, 1n Eptphanijs
renatus, Mundusipfe tefbsmonium wofirum, Creatura
nobifcum teflatur, ulq,ad bunc diem crefcun: tenebre, ab
hoc dse crefcet D 1ss, decrefcit moxy Errorem vLerstis
[ubit, hodie nobis [ol Fuflitie nafcitar,

Let us meditate in our hearts that asupon this
day (towit, December the twenty fifth) Chrift was
borne : Othersare of opinion, that he was borae up-
on the day of the Epsphanie; We doe not condemne
other mens opinions, yet we will follow our own do-
Grine; Letevery man be refolved inhis owi mind,
and may be the Lord will alfo reveale this parriculsc
toevery man. For boththey ehat think our Saviour
Chrit to beborne at that time, and we thas waip-
taine him tobe borne as this day, doc worthip the
fame Lord, and embrace the fame Babe. Burt letus
confider whofc groundis the {ironger. Oear reafon
reprehends not others, it juftifies our felves. The
words we {peak,arc not ours, they are the definitive
fentence of our anceftors. The whole world {peaks
againft the opinion of that one province; The A-
poftlesare for us, their Traditiontakes our part, an.
we {ay that Chrift was borne asupon this dayb, and

F orne
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Fathers.

Being Bapii- borne againe upon the Epdphanze. “The world isour

. zed in Fordan
thereupon,

Chny[t. Anno
358

Chufrhe 352,

witnefle, the Creature dothreltific with us,to this
day thenights encreafe, from this day they doe de.
creafe. Truth comes in the place of errour. This
day the San of righteou{nefle rofe upon us.

Once more, for the time, the Fatheradds in the
forefaid Homilie, that the Annuntiation and the
Conception of our Lord was vpon the eight of the
Calends of eAprill, and that he was borne in the
moncth of December, in the winter time, upon the

cight of the Calends of Fannary, upon the day of the
winter Solftice.

I now laughto think how the ignorant opponent
doth begin ro infultupon thefe feeming contradiéti-
ons, and cals the old Father dorard, and is ready to
daunce a gig for joy, if he had bu:a Scotrifh Bag-
pipe; but they that are wife know that he betrayes
but his owne ignorance in Chronologie, and (hewes
himfelfe a fools for the day of the winter So/ftice,
the twenty fifth of December, and the eight of the
Calends of Fanuary, will prove all one day, if we call
but to miad what we noted before, thatin our Sa-
viours time the Vernall Equinox was upon the 23,
of HMarch, according to our Englith and Jolian ac-
count, which was the cighth of the Calends of 4pril,
according to the account of the Hebrews ; their
Nifan, their firft month in the year, beginning in
the middie of our afarch, and having in it fourteen
dayesofour Apriil, {o that thetwenty fifth of Afarch
with us, is the eight of Aprill,according to them ;
and theeight of Fanuary with them, the twenty fifth
of December with us, and the twenty fifth of Decem-
4er then (when Chrilt was borne ) was the day of

th



Fatbers. 33
the winter Selffsce, As Palleriws Belluvgg(is, ia his
Compendium on the Spheare, p. znpﬁoth wit- Chnfoft. Ann
nefle in thefe words, Tempore Augufti Odlaviani wt 39°
offevvas Plentus, brume aves vigefimo quinto D ecembris
erav quo dse, matus eft Corifliy affertor moftar, In the
time Of eAaguftus OGsvian, as Plinie obferves, the
thorteft day was on the twenty fiteh of Decenber, on
which day Chrift our Redcemer was borne. Seealfo
the fulizn and Romane Kulleaders, in Bavowinr, Gee
nebrard Chron, (ib, 3. Guslterius, Tab, Chron, Gorden
Lefmor, Chron., -
Note one thing more, and ¢hatis the grear zeale
of the Chriftians in thoie dayes, almoft 1300. years
agoe, and their firiGtnefle 1o computing and obfer.
ving the very day of the Birth of our Saviour Chritt,
and keeping it holy, appearing efpecially in this,
that they would notallow the 4rmemians, or «£¢yp-
trans, an cleven dayes differcnce; Yea, {o hainous
a thing 1t was accounted to xeep it on any other day
but on the twenty fifthof Ds’ceméer, that their Do-
¢tours, thofc bright lights of the Primitive Church, °
both writ and preached againft ir; and the whole
world did withftand 1c. ‘
So much for Chryfoftome, and too much for any
Scottith Piperto play N fyke matter. Yet we have
as pregnant witnefles as he,. among whom

dugnfline that Famous Father

Bithop of Hippo, in Affrick, we may name the
chiefe, who flourithed in the year 425. and hath f;‘:ﬁ;‘gﬁi&
fourand twenty Sermonsin print, Preached upon
the very day of Chrifts Birth s in which he witn:{-

F 2 feth
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feth diverfe times, that in his time this day was fet
afide by all Chriftians, throughout the whole world,
for fuch holy exercifes, as Preaching, Prayer, recei-
ving of the Sacrament, thankfgiving, and rejoycing,
and that it was confecrated, fet a parr, and fan&ified
to that end, not by the vifible Sun of this world, but
by the invifible Creatonr thereof 5 in his nineteenth
Sermon, de tempore, being the fifteenth upon the day,
and more plainly in his twelfth Sermon, de tempore,
and the eighth upon the day, he faith,

F:lius Der_idemqy fil tas Lominds [ine Matre de patre
natus, creavit omnem Diem, [ing patre &e matre #atus
confecravit [ yne Diem, divina nativitate invifibilys,
Fmanavifibiles, utraq:mirabilis.

The Son of God, and the {amethe Son of man,
one perfon, borne of his Father withoura Mother,
created every day,borne of his Mother without a Fa-
ther, confecrated this day; Iavifible in his Birth
Divine, vifible inhis Birth humane, wonderfull in
both.

2. That he was borne upon the (horteft day of
the year, that is the day of the winter Solftice, that
was thenupon the twenty fifth of December, he doth
anfwer in his fixteenth Sermon, de tempore, and the
twelfth upon the day, giving the reafon why he was
borne upon this day, Quo dre miner dies nubus 31 ter-
r45, then which no fhorter fhines upon Earth, be-
canfe, faith he, he humbled himfelfe into the meane(t
condition; therefore he chofe the meaneft and
fhorteft day to be botne upon.

3. Thatthat day that he was borneupon was then
the firft day of the week, or our Sunday : in the night
foregoing ( thenight being before the day,accord-

ing



ing to the Scriptures computation, Gex. 1.) Decem-", .. ‘
berthetweaty fifth, he teftifieth in his Commentary arg e
uponthe 132 Pfalme, in his fourch Book, de Triw, .
cap. 5. and inthe end of his mineteenth Sermon, 4¢
tempore, he gives the feafon thereof in thefe words,’ = |
Diem in guocreavit lusem, Lux in qu» Creavetur elegsty
that is to fay, Chrift the light chofe that day to be .
created; or borae upon, in which hecreated the light
itfelfe. Andafter him, ofthe fame opinionis Nice-:

phorus, Eccl. bife. /. 1.c. 12, Dominus Antoniys:ia parte
" hift. teb. 5. cap. 10, Bonavent. de.vita Chiifti, Petrus

de Natalibus; Lucidus, and divers others.

" 4+ "That the day of Chrifts Birth was every-year Chrifts Birth-
‘kept holy by all Chrifktians in his time, and thar upon & 2 Sscri-
that day they were bound by c’fpééialldutyré"iri:“'céive‘fm, O
the Sacrame\nt"Of the LO!‘dSV Supper’ hedothmot
vehemently seftifie, and is line upon line,and pre~
cept upon precept, throughout his workstoexhort -
them thereanto, as'in his fixthadd cigth Sermons, .
de Nataliijs Chrsfti,his 26, de témpore,but inhis 9. - *
Epiftle to Januarius ,- he is moreperemptory, for -
having fpoken of keepitig the Feaftsof Edfter, and -
Pentecoit betore, as it Hewerd dngry for forgetting
“the chiefe ofall, he layes on with an Hic primum opor- Epr 18
tet, at die Nativitatss Domini Sacramentum Celebre.
onsyin memerians illys qui watiss eft; & dpfiom yevelutum
“anné Diem fefta detiotionecéldbrare. - Giuttas ba
“i Tt is'or duey giokethes upowany day, toreceive The daybid

‘and to'keep that dayfefbivall and holy. And forther, unie. ™
; wpipsy b Bidyche daypand

 givesthe people warningtocome to-Chifehithere- ..

R *
| 5
 ; P

i his fieft 'Sériion, de'te
upoh,andto preparé themfelvésinan' cfpeciall man-

| Lo omen
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ner, then, to receive the Sacrament of hisbody and
blood. The forme of his bidding followes. -

Appropinguinte jam facrati(fima [olkennitate gus Sal.
vator nofler inter bamines nafci mifericorditer vpluit
( Fratres Coarifimi ) atientius corfiderate qzu/i.te;
oporteat nos, 18 adUtnin Lante poteniie preparari; st
Regem ac dominym noftrum Leti atq; gandentes, cum glos
via & londibus mereampr [ufcipere, & in confpen ¢jus
inter felices catns Sandorum, gratulando exuitare, magis
quamm ab eo propter f & litatem noftram yepulfi inter pecca-
sores etermsm coRfufionemn mereri,

Et ideo roge, montoqs wt quamtum poffumus cam- Dej
adjutorio laboremns : ut illo die cum [incira, & pura cons
[cientia, (5 mundo corde, (5 cafte corpore, ad altare Do-
mini poffumus accedere, & corpus, (7' [angainem ¢jus non
ad judicium, fed ad remedium anime noftre mereamu
accipere (¢ Paslopoft)

Licet,nos omui Lempere Conis optribus ornatos, ac [plen..
didos effe convcniat, precipus in die Natalis Doming :
Sicut in Evangelio docuit, Luctre debent bominibus opera
veflra,

Moft Dear Brethren, the molt facred {olemnity
now approaching, wherein our Saviour mereifully
vouchfafed to bc borne among us ;3 confider more
attentively : how we ought to preparg our felves for
the advent of fo great a Power, that we may be coun-
ted worthy to reccive our Lord with joy, and re-
joyeing, with glory and prasfe, and in his fight fur.
mount in giving thanks, in the midft of thofe happy
Affemblies of the Saints, rather then. fuffering his
repulfe for our filthinefle, deferve etermall confufion
among finners, |

Therefore L exhiort and give warning, that we la-

bour



o Cathes. gy
bour withGods help to eur vtmoft power,” upon . .
~ that dayrocome tothe Lords Table witha fincere ﬁugg};i%
and pure conlcience, 2 clean heart, and a chaltbady, " ¥
thar wemay be worthy toreceive isbody and blood, »;

' potto candennation, but for our o ¥ne fouls health,
(andthenalistle afrer.y -+ . -0

. Though at all vimes we ougherobeadomed, and
beantified with good works, yet efpecially uponthe

~ day of our Lords Narivity, as weare taughtin the
‘Gofpel, -ouglt oor lightsto thinebefore men, that
they feing our works may then glorifie onr Father

TheaF'nth'er?.rcadheéh-ons and[ cannot chufe hut Asghine. 420

tﬁ?v“ﬂ the notes; and prefent them to you, theyare fo

Cfweer o HETLEO YOR, Bheyrare b

o conﬁderdte quzejb -‘*C.Fr'al res ) qmmdo alzqmo‘ 50”10]10- )
tans ael mobilis 5 Natalem fiw, aus filj fui celebrare defi-
derat, .qu_‘_,‘moj!udia, ante j'lnre:' Dies _qi{)‘c,qm'd in domo-

[ia Jordiduns invenerit ordiatur emundari, quicquidin-
eptum, & incongruum Profici, quicquid wtile & mecelfa-
rium precipit exviberi. Domys etiam fi obfcnrata fuerit
dealbatur, Pavinsenta [copis mundantur , & diverfis re-

Joerfafloribus arnantur 5 Quivquidetiam adlevitiam, & -

ceorpor’s delivias "pertinet omni Jolicitudine providernr.

 Otqid ifta (fratres chariffimi ) wiff ut Dies watalitive-
cvm gandio. celebretnr homitis mioyituri 2 i ergo tanta.
praparas inNatalitio tuo , anrfilij tui : quanta & qualia:

- prépararedebey Sifeeptirns Natalem Doneii twi? Sita- .-

 dia pripuras moriturd, qualia praputave debes etermo,

" ConfidermyBreftren, [ befeeth yon, that wheaa
greatorrioble iman doth deﬁfelf%lemnxzehnsovvn S

13t eag

.

orhis Soms Birth-day, vith whiteagerneflehegives




“~ vvhat fhall be found. foulgin his houfe, to caft out
“vvhat fhallbe foundunfitting, or undecent, to pro-

4uig,uﬂine, \

\nNno 420,, -
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- Fathers.

: '

vide what hall be profitable or neceffary. The wals

~ -are vvhited, pavements vva(hed, and ftrevved wvith.
- fine flovvres of diverfe forts,and vvhatfoever belongs

-tothe merry-making of the foule, or thedelighting
of the body, nre procured vvith'all care. 'And to-
'vvhatend is all this great preparation (my beloved :
‘Brethren ) but to grace and glad the Birth-day ofa

"mortall .man 2 'If then thou gireg@;éﬁ’fogrcé} and .

‘gay thitigs upon thine ovvae biith-day, of that of thy
Son , -hovy- much greater and farre more excellent,
oughteft thou to prepare againft the Birth.day of

- thy Lord ? If thouprepareft fuch chings to honour

 Auguftine. 420

¥

- adfollennitatini Regis dtern

N - e

! ver?

him that (hall dié, vwhat manner of provifion ought-
eft thou to make in honour of him that lives for e- -

N

- Therefore vvhatfoever thou vveunldeft be forry -
to have found in, thine ovvne houfe in the day of -
thine ovvne Nativity, havea care that God maynot

“find the like in thy foule, upon the Birth-dayof his
opelySon. .~ .o 0 T

e .

" ‘The Father goes.on, Certe fi te Rex teivenys, ant

hen3

quicungs pater-familias ad Natalitinm [uum invitaret,

¥

qualibus veftimen ;(;; §tudueris.ornatus incedere, quaps no-’

dpss vel fplendidis, quorum nee vetufios, nec vis
Titas, nec aliqua feditas,oaulos invitantis offenderct 2 Tals
ergo Studia in quanings prevales, Chrifte, auxilignte, con-

dende, ut divierfis irtutune. ornsmenize aninea compofia,

visyvel nitidys, vel

BAiririt) arsvys: adornata,
: :'-‘-if/fg‘ ad
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=

 brare cogmaverit s Ipfe: per [e venire, & animam tuam, =

won. [olum . vifitare; fed etiam requiefcere, & perpetnoin

illa digwabityr babitare,Sicut 3Cori 6. Apoc. 3, 20.E¢. . -
nam felix eft ifta anima que vitam [uamita; deo asixis:
szte Studucrit, guberndre,wt Obriftupe, hofpitems. & ha- ~

bitatoreps mereatwr accipere! . .. . o o

Certainly if an.earthly King, orany’ Houfe-keep-.

er,.fhould invite theeito the Feaft of Lis Nativity, .

thoywouldeft care.ta cloath thy felfe-with fuch new,

- neat,and gallant atire, of which neither theé oldnefle;,

courfenefle, or foulnefle, might offend the eyes of

" bim thag invited thee.. Dogthou ferive then, by .the =

“help of Chrift;. asmuch asrpofiible.chon canft, toa-

dorne thy {¢lfewith divers vertuous ornaments, as

the Jewels of fimplicity, and the flowers of fobriety,.

againgt the great Solemnity.of the Eternall King,

thatis to fay the Birth-day of our-liord and Saviour; .

that thy foule may draw nearwitha fafe Confcience,

purified by..chaftity, (hiniog through charity,.and: -

- made white withralms-deeds. Forif Chrift thy Lord -

-doe know that thoubeingthus fitted, do=ft fan&ifie

~his Birthrday inthis compofure: hewillcome unto ..

thee. Limfelfe; .and will-not onely-vouchfafe tovifit rev. 3. 200

‘thy. {oule, but to takeup his reft and dwell therein, -~ =~

~and how happy s the foulc of that manwhoby Gods -

‘affiftance, foorders-his life;. thatlic maybe counted

cnine dosinus, f teita compofitim natalitinm funns telew Angufting.

much thall fuffice to, have glaunced; out. of this holy

. The next is :Orofius, St, sAugufiines Schiallir; an

\ - -

afterwardsa Prieft in Spaize . about

v

noisg

Fathers:. 39
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sed to bis {orefat) Maflter, ia the feveath and fecond
ij‘]ap er, affirmiivg thevery fame things, concernin
the 1onour, time, and day of Chrifis Birth, that has
Mafier did betore hl'ﬂ,tb&t it was on the mency fifclf
of Decemier,

Io the {ame.age flourithed (affsanm a Prieft of
i affilia in France, Anno 440. who teftifieth the
very {ame,and agrees with the former 5 who turther
fpecking o{ the e£g ypeians,who did (as he athrms )
an zgzm traditone, by apcient tradition, obferve the
day of the Epzpbsnze,m remembrance both of Chrilts
Birth and Baptifme, adds, that they did nor difsp-
prove the different cu kome of the We. rerne Chrifti-
ans, who keptitonthe 25, of Deceméber,

And with him accords Nicepsorm, Hift, Eccl, lib.y,
e, 12, laylog, Vigeffomm & qumtw sam menfis De.
cembris o erat Dies quum sneffabile pietatis, ¢ amore,
erga geﬁm bumarwm tue (Verbum Dri) maximumg:
inerrabily paviwsperficstur myflersum, It was then the
twenty fifth of December when theu, O word of God,
the un{psakab’ myftcry ot thy goodnefle and love

_towards mankinde, and the exceedmc great Birth

was accomplithed. Following cﬂ[mzmw Bithop of
Tours in France, of the fame timewith Leo ibegredt i
who hath f{ix Se rmens Preached upnn the day, ex-
tant: And chryfslogus who hath one, Se&. 192,
Leothe Grear, Bithop of Reme in that time alfo,
an holy and famous man, that {ac at the ftern of that
Church for almoft ore and twenty yeares, even 11
tholc purer times, when R ome had not forfaken her
fir(y love, hath ten Sermons Preached upon the day ;
in the firft whereof he proves the point, faying,
Seyvator nofler hodic natus est, gaudeamus, neq; fa

eﬂ
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et locum 2[fe triftitie: wbi Natalis eft vite, que cox.
fumpta mortalitatis timare nobos sngerit de promiffa #ter.
witate letitsam, Nullus ab bujus alacritatis participa-
sionme Secevnstor, unacuncles comanis letitie :5SFratio,

Our Saviour was borne this day, letusbeglad: It
is not lawfull togive place to fadnefle ou the Birth-
day of life, which taking away the fear of death,
prompts unto us the joy of promifed Erernity. Let
no mandare to feparate himielfe from the pareaking
of this dayes rejoycing, feeing there is the {ame
univerfall ground of joy to all.

And againe in his {ccond Sermon,

Exul emus, quia nobss siluxit Dies redemptionis no-
fire, reparationts antique, felic:tati: eterne, Repara-
tar emim mobis [alutes noffre anrus revolutione §icra-
Meninm 5 $B E01ti9 promsffum, in fine redditum, fine fine
man(uram,

Let us rejoyce becaufe this day of our redempti-
on, anctent reparation, and eternall happinefle, doth
fhine within our doors, farasthis day,rthe Sacrament
or Seale of our falvation is renewed untous by the
years revolution 3 which was pro nifed inthe begin-
ning of time, performed in the fulneflt of time, and
continued when time fhall be nomore. So muchhe,
thewing in his ime the &ri& annuall obfervation of
the day.

In the fame age, and at the {ametine didlive and
flourifh,

Cyrild of eAdlexandris, Prefident ofthe Counce'l
ot Epbefus, againft Neftorius, Anno 4 30.

Tweodoret of Cypras.

Profper of e quitane inthe year 443. Aand

Vig:liws, who flourithed abnut theyear, 425, in
G 2 whole

41

Leo Minus,
Anno -4 st

A Sacrameny
day in Leo’s
(i€,

Cyvill Allex:
SEER

The Joret,4 37,

Profrery, 4450
Vigiiw, 495,
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whole dayes the forementioned Feaft was kept uni-
verfally, conftantly, annvally,

Thus have we proved by {uflicient witnefles,whom
none will or can deny,but they who believe none but
themf{elves, the point in hand, for five hundred years
atter Chrift, for which rime the Church of God con-
tinved a Virga, without any notsble fpot or ble-
mi(h, and Apoftolicall ; now thebegan to be defiled,
her beauty to be {potted, yet (he did never fo far fall
away from her firlt love, Jefus Chrift, inany place
where the wandred, as not o follow the example of
thofe purer umes, and forementioned Chriflians;
and every year holily to obferve the Fealt of our Sa-
viours Nativity. Nay, [ belicve the thanklefle ad-
verfary will willingly grant fo much, becaufe hee
would makeic like every thing which his Ignorance
miflikes, a piece of Popery; bur whae hathbeen faid
already, hath prevented that obje@ed fopperie.

It fhall {uffice then,for every hundred year follow-
ing, to bring in one witnefle or two, till thetime of
the Fathersbe tulfilled, to prove the generall conti-
auance ofthis religious obfervance.

Inthe fixth Century thep, we meet with Raupsrtas,
the Apoftle of Bavarsa, famous in the year 580, who
in his third Book, De divints off rcits, and cap. 16. wit-
neffeth the generall obfervation of the dayin that
age, and faith, that Chrift was borne NVofe dominice,
in the preceeding night, or about the dawning of the
Lordsday. Andthe reafon was, faithhe, #t quo die
dixtt fiat lux (3 faita e, lux ejufdem dei,necte oyieretar
fn tenebris lumen erefss corde, ¢ vifitaret mos Oriens
ab alte: illumsnare cos qui sm tenebris &9 in umbra mortis

[edebant, I

That



. 'That upon what day he faid, Letthere belight, and 10.5. 2
sere was. Light jin the night of that,light (hould fpring -+~
ut of darknefle to the upright in heart, and the Loke 2. 9.
mnorning fhould vifit us fromon high, to give light_jomn1. 9. -
to them that fate indarknefle, andin the thadow of
“death. To this alludes that of St. Jobx,even no Joba x.s.
‘doubt to the hour of Clirifts Birth, The light [bined -
s5-darknelfe, and the darfne)Se comprebended 6t mot. /7 A |
. Inthis age allo, beforehim, flourithed Fulgentins Fulgentius. 300
‘of Carthage, about the beginning of the Century,who
hath one Sermon extantin honour oftheday, * * .
Ifidor s 10 Spasne,afterh
bout the year §96., And + . T

m, 3 Ifder: Hiff::
A 1 T
. Evmgrius Scholafticus, who writhis Ecclefiatticall .7
Hlﬁo;qy? Cﬂdfﬂg lfthﬁ Ycaf 59 7" Aﬂd f;;nzﬂm ’
Gregory the greaty who lived at the fame time, to. -~ . ..
whofeworks I refér you. Butefpecially, take norice, oo T,
that in this age about the year 523. Fufline the Em- -
petour of the Eaft, decreed that the Feaft of the holy
Nativity of Chrift, (hould be obferved, as Nicepborus
obferves, Hift. Eccl. 1. 7.¢. 28. Ifany one obje(t, that
therefare it was notkept before, he may as wellar- -
gue, that the Lords day.wagnever keptin E agland, .
before'this Parliament fate, becaufe chey have made,
ableffed A& forthe fRrit obfervation of the fame.
. Forthe next Century, from the year 600. to 700.
we thall produce Bedeour owne Countrey-man.who

Ifidorus, Junior, of Hifpal

Bedk, 700

was famons inthis age, and hathwritrothe purpofe
inthis ptienlar; (]

ar; (] meanvenerable Bede) andfo -
‘fully; thaohe hath delivered i a. few words, all thae

Bathbeen faid before;cfpeciallyconcerning the time

‘when Chrift wasborae; togiveyouatafl, whichwill -

aelifh wellwitha difoncet pal

!
g
(5 Ly
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Hein the nineteenih Chapter, Lib, 1. D2 natays
;%rg;r;sma T ;.;gi,ug that d( ﬁ(‘xi? ive femcnce Of.his forcfa.
thers thar Ciirthwas (onc frus e £gusncfsoverno, na.
pas Softersn bybirno, corceived in the Vernall Equi.
I gxe;aad borne in the winter Sol ‘ice, bath thefe
YVYOTIoSe

De Equinedijs guod - {duve Calendirum Aprilium y,
- Mﬂz;]'\: @ v, Cate aarum Oebaram (1 ) 24.
S iimt 8, @ de Solfti 1]y oflavo Calendarum Fuliarym,
id fi, 24, dre Junj, & dave Calendarum Fary.riarym,
id eft, 25, Dicembris, n.ot‘mda int., Multorum late, &
fapien un Sceuls & Chriftsaneram [ententia clares,

Concerring the Equine alls, thatthey are to be
placed on the cightotthe Cilends of Aprali, thatis,
upon the 25, day of March, and upon the eighth of
the Calends of O&oter, that is, vpon the 24.day of
September s and corcerning the Solftices that the
are to be placed, the one upon the eigth day of the
Calends ot Fxfy, that is, upon the 2.4.day of Funse,
and the other upon the eighth day of the Calends of
Farusry, that is upon the 25. day of December, is the
dc finitive f{entence of-diverfe Do&ours, both Hea-
then ard Chriftian,over the vvhole World.

He then brings in, firftthe teftimonies of Plinze,
and Higpocrates, thofe Heathens, thea adds, that all
the fsamoufet Fathers of the Church are of the fame
opinior, 10 affirming, that Chrift our Lord vvas con-
ceivedupon the eighth day otthe Calends of Aprs/
which is the fameday vvith the 25. of oor Aarch
the day of tne Vernall Equinox, and that upon that
very day he alfo {uffered, and died, and that he vvas
borneupon the day of the vvinter Solftzce, upon the
cight of the Caleads of Fanuary, that istofay, vpon

the



. Fathers.

‘. f%héféfwenyyfﬁfih; day of our- December,. . -

~ronceived upon the eighth of the Cilends of O#aber,

which is all onewith the twenty fourth of Sepsember,

the day of the Autumaal Equino&ialy and wasborne -
‘upontheday of the Summer Solfice, beingthenup. .~
“ontheeight of the Calendsof fufyaccordingtothar

times account, which according to ours, isthe 24,

- day of Fune, adding‘;hisrcipoﬁtim, that it was meet |
- that the Author of.light eternall, (hould both be = -

“conceived and borne in the increafe of li‘ghf tempo-

~yall: and-that the Preachier of Repentance, who.
- ought tq beleened with the leflening of the light, .
fhould at fuchatimedf diminution bothbz concei-

“yed and-borne, according to that faying of Jsbn him.-

k.lff, Fohx 5.0, Hemul tncresfe, but I me} di-cfgafg.;,' R

- And agrine, inhis Homilie npon the Nativity of
~ Joban the Baprift, he {aith, thatitis not without a,great

~ myftery that-Fobs was borne when the day didde. =~
| Crcafc&'and ‘Chrift when the day did increafe s for |

Chri

did increafe, becanfe it was tobz kaown over -

' all the world, ¢hat he was Chrift. §o4% did, and muft PR

~ decreafe,becaufe he was thought to be Chrift, being
~ onely his fore-runner: and by very good right it

was, that the fhortned day fhould gaine length when. - -
- knowne in: Jury, now Chirift appeared to be aligheto.

 lighten thic Gearsles,and to (pread
" hislove overthe wholeearely. -+ =i

. - (N
~ - . » L ] -

. And moreover, it 1s ap
~ in one place doth pot feem:
- nefle of that:fenrenée a

adabrosdehe heatof

apparet ,tbﬁtbough Beds
R DA ti&; ' .

Beds, Aum
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Bé’d;’.

John 1. 4, =,
g, 9.

Fathers.
folftice, yet it is manifeft that he doth not goe from
it by his words that follow, defcanting upon the
eime,

Hoe tempore in infimum (& puritam Sol devenit,
Fufestie vero Sol Chriftus, ininpimum Oréis locun prafe-
pe aiicendir, At thistime the Sun < chisworld did
declire to the lowelt point in the Heavens, and
Chri® the Son of righteonfnefle did defcend into the
Manzer,the meanelt and lowe(t place oneartk.

Hoc tempere veverts incipit ad nes Sol, aczipiunty,
dies noftri incrementum lucts, ac per Christs nativita-
sem Sol juftetee, ad nos conver[us eff, lux vero gratis
magnis eft an(fa incrementis, (ecandum illud, [ohp 1,
2.8,9. Fobannes non erat illalnx, luxerat fed aecref.
cens, mixta tesebrss. non tlla lux, sd eft, Chriffus, lux
clara incremsertum recipiens.

At this time the Sun begins to returpeto ue, and
our dayes receive their increafe of light. Upon the
day of Chrifts Nativity, the Sun of righteoufnefle
came and arofe upon us, and the light of grace recei-
vedagreat increafe 5 Job» was not that lighe, he was
a light indeed, buta decreafing one, mixt with dark-
nefle ; but Chrift was that light, that clear light, in-
crealingumta perfeét day.

So much our venerable Countrey-man, making it
clear unro us, thatthe day of the winter fo/fiice, and
the eight of the Calends of Fanuary, and the twenty
fitth day of December, wereall one and the fame day 5
that our Saviour was borne thereupon, and that 1
was kept holy in the remembrance thereof, over
the whole World, by Gods Children in thieir fe-
verall ages; and throughoumt the dayes that he li
ved 1in.

For



- Forthe next- Qeﬁtﬁry, we prodaced- Fobn Damaf-
cen, who flourifhed about the year 731, and iva wits:
mﬁﬁ of thegenérall obfesvation of this day; from
00« $0 800+ Who was'équall to Bedey and as Bede
did.witnefefog the Wefl,io he for the Baft,

Forthapext Ceptury, extending to the year goo.
we fhall produce © © -

. Ropbanns Cdaurws Abbot of F:zzlda, and afterward Ratans M-
Bx(hopof entz, and Prefident of the great Synod ™5 830
there, held uHder Eosharins the Emperour, for con-
viting of Godefealews, Anno 848. He was a map,

Tante Ernditionis at nec fimilem Italia, nec P@rem Gere
maniababysrit,

Haymo, Bifhop efH’aléerﬁad Kmfmzn to Bsde and Hame. 85,
Schollar to eA/cusnas our Countrey-man.

Theophyladky Arch:Bithop of Bulgdrie,inhis Com.
mentaries upon: Luée atl whrch dxd Hoarith-inthis
Century. «i

For the next (f}u‘u‘m"y‘5 and the next foﬂomw, tll
the yeat 1 D70. we bring (n Osmmo;@:us A Gxeck Fa. Ocoumentas,
th?‘n,% fagants it thdtdark ager tere

' Forthenext, melliffbus St B'emafd :rhe lafk O‘C all Borrad.
the. Fathers, who tnouch he lived 1n the time of the 1o
School-men, whofe begmhmg we reckoa from the
veare 109b. (cxfwnom L@ﬂfmséer Arch-Bithop of
Caunterfuryswas the firft') 'yet heid reckoned for a Fa-
ther, and gives usaclear teflimony ot the due obfer-
vation of the day.in an efpeciall manner for his time,
inthofe many Sermons that he preached thefeupon
As,

Iohis firft Sermon Cimndts‘ qmdem Cdtfeé"t'z[f mi )

t hoazerna dommzm Nativitatss fo!lmmta,; [edD;es

1S cogit abbreviare Sermorem, nec mirum js 768 4.

H Cimus
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Fohannes Da-
‘mafcen, 351,

Theophylafl,
Anno g8o.



48 Fathers.

Bernard. 1320, CEmus breve verbum, quia bodie dens Pater Verbum fecit
abbreviatum,

Great ( my dearly Beloved ) is the follemnizati-
on of the day of our Lords Nativity. Bat the (hort-
nefle of the day will compell me to make a (hort Ser-
mon ; and no marvail, feeing the Father did as this
day, fhortes or cbbreviate the WORD,

Agaire inhis fecond Sermon, he puts the Quefti-
on, why he was borne in the winter, in the night, in
{nch cold weather, in the dark ¢ Shall (faith he)
we belecve that it was done by chauace ¢

He anfwers, Other Children doe not chufe the
time when they (hall be borne, becaufe they have no
ule of reafon, liberty of choyfe, faculey of delibera-
tion 3 but Chrift although he w.s man, was in the be-
ginning with the Father: Hewas theo God,the fame
in wifedome and power that he is now, as being the
power and wifedome of God ; therefore he the Son
of God, being about to be borne, in whofe power it
was, to chufe what time he pleafed, he chofe that
which was moft troublefome, chiefly for a little
Child,and the Soun of a poor Mother, whofcarce had
any cloutsto wrap him in, to thew thac he was not
from the earth, but from Heaven.

Much more might be colle&ed out of the works
of this holy Father, but fo much may futhce.

Thus have we proved by the teftimony of fo many
Fathers, men famous in their generations, that for
almoit twelve hundred years, the day of Chrifts Birth
was kept conftantly, annually, univerfally, by all
Chriftians over the whole world, religioudly, holily,
and that upon the twenty fifth day of December, ac-
cording as it hath been the cuftome of the Church of

* Englandg



Confefsions of Reformed ( hurches.

England, foilowing the adcient and laudable cullome
ot the Primitive Church.

The corrupt time of the Church followes, from
the torementioned time till the year 1517. when the
Church began to be reformed in diverfe Nations,
yet the did never in the time of her corruption fo far
fall away from the love of her Saviour, as not to keep
the day of his Birth, thoughwith diverfe fupcrititi-
ons, as is willingly objeéted, and confefled.

We come therefore in the next place, to prove,
that all the Proteftant Churches beyond the Seas,
ever {ince the Reformation, have in their feveralj
Congregations, religioufly kept the Feaft of our
Saviours Nativity, according to the ufe of the Pri-
mitive Church, upon the 2. day of December, and
have accounted it, and malntained it to be their duty
{o to doe; and not only the Fea(t ofche Nativity,
but of the Circumcifion, Paflion, Refurre&ion, Af-
cenfion, and Pentecoft, as 13 manifefted at large in
the Harmony of their ConfeSions, lately Printed inkng.
lith,to which I referthe Englith Reader. Asalio by
their feverall Confeflions, generall pratife, andthe
teftimonies of their reverend and learned Divines.

Firft for the (onfefsi0os.

We (hallnot urge the words of every one of them
in particular, becaufe it would be too tedious, aad
becaufle they are the fame in fubftance,& the grounds
and reafons of each accord : Two orthree therefore
of the chiefe {ball fufhice.

Andthe firfk (hallbe the duguftane Confeflion, ex-

hibited to the Emperonr, CHARLEs the Fifth, in the
year One thoufand, five hundred, and thirty. The

H 2 words
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Refor med
Churches.

Confc{lions.

Auguftana.
ANno 1439.
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Bohemica.

Anno 1332,

Confefionsof Reformed Chuw

words whereof in the fourth Article, areas follow-
eth. \

Docemus non damnandas effe traditivnes, que nibil
precipiunt contra mandata Dei, ¢& habent fi nem politi-
cum, Uidelicet, qu e ad boc condite [ynt, up evdire resin
ecciefis gerantur, Cuju'madi [unt, tyadetioses de feriis,
Natuls, pafchate, ¢ religuis, & bo ]S generfs eseres .
tui libeater retinemus in n (brif Ecclefrs, 10 "

Wetcach (fay they ) thatwe ousheiiotto con.
demne thofe teaditions, which appoint nothing con-
trary to Gods Commandemenrs, and have 1 civill
ufe, or end, towir, for good order inthe Church
fuch are the traditions concerning Holi-dayes
Chrifts Birch-day, Bafter, and the reft 1 "and tfiofe
ancient cultoms we willingly retain in our Churches,

The fecond (hall be the Bobemian Ccnfcﬂion,?ubs
lithed inthe year s 532, cap. 16. }

Servatsus Dominicos feftos Dies, 1lofg; eximiarim
Feriarum Dies qui confecrati [unt celebrationi cperum
(jbriﬁz’)thivitcztl')C?ft({dtz'éufj‘Tefl{rléfl'()ﬂ;'; &c. I;e}gz75
piemorie Sanlkorum, wt Virginis Marie, Apoftolrum
altorumgs Sanéforum, &, ¢ he qutdem propter Vir-
(unDet, 7 cultys Divina canfs, propterqy aloriam Dz:
a robis flant. ‘Thatistofay,

We keepthe Lords day holy, and thofe chiefe Fe-
ftivalls whichare conféerated to the Commemora-
tion.of Chritts works, his Nativity, Paflion, Refirrree
tton, &e. As allo thofe which are confecrated t6
the memory of Saints 5 asof the Virgin Mary, the
Apofiles, and other Saints, efpecially of thofe of
whom mention ismade inholy writ! At thefd things
are done of us, by the Aurhorify of Gods word. and
i wosthip of God, and for his glory, |

| The



The third hall bC L'%lé IiffCTC E@ﬁ@ﬁ é? Hé?iféa Helveria Po
1, pub‘x‘hed nthe year 1 566, which -way Subferia /7o 1565
bed by all thi"@mrehes of Sabe¥a! Pil$id, Hlﬁ?f“&s

riz, and revoldd Sc’otézﬁzv? as Mﬁ?w’ doth %fneﬁ"c ia’

the 2. Chapterot his Chronolﬁoie page 392. edst :

ﬂk. 1650,

- They in their® é.{. Cnapter tell f1s thas macfl sz Scors Sublerie
Ecclefic pro Cor;ﬁmm drrerrate-memoriam Domingesd bing o the
”"{azzuz;‘zztwﬁzr:mn;rﬁong,l’ fions, R furvesonis, 4ft }(‘fp‘fﬁ”‘“iff
ceirflonts in Coelum | Yo ”’h]f'om:f Sueretes Sanifiin duy.
(Qﬂf{ﬂ/{)&‘ rff&'ofe cefeé(em mdwmﬁp “ﬂ;' afipruégm T
Thatfs, - LS o

It the Ch@rcbes gC(;or&‘mgz'o ﬂ*exr Chmﬁ’mn i
berty, doe, or thall religionfly celebrate the memnry
otour Lords Natmty3 Circumeifion,” PaffiodT Re-
furrection, Afcenfion into Heaven: and fmdmg of
the” Ho‘y GHofY vpon the: Dlﬁ‘ibiéS’ we uﬁ)c: ﬁm
cfpectal manner approve 6f ir.

Note hcrc I pray you, to the "Scots: everlxﬁal E:
ﬂlsme that all r%Ch urches,or Kirks Qf Scotlgnd,

did (uB st chis Tonfellioh of Aefuer 23, Tagd: ﬁ*
fom ot thisjdyp thop gépeﬁmi,gi {peakg dpsiag the
kf&pmo‘ of Chrifls Bgrtl Ja Ow ITpe then 1y our
'1}7&0 therne Pravedd, Asf‘alie«am&ahéi Do nmevell
‘theq, ikth uld ¢heir Kingy, thar thus. flighs gheir
Yax%a"nd ng{;}ﬂfd }:px}fmx%;gq thbl(sgng%fKin s.
Nay niore, they have Bercinwith Ephrfip, Eorfa=
ken their fir b loye,'for ifwy read the life of williom
(czrpe% Bifhop of (‘ulomzy, (i the 120 p1gewe may
ﬁmd, that the scomﬂg Ch urcb for §o9q. years afrer

Chrift,beforelver itwas potfpted with Popéfy,-did
give the Commupian upon the 25. day of December,
by them accounted the day of Chrifts Nahvéty

which
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Scorttith Co-
vepant, Art.te

omfefsions of Reformed Charches.

which is alfo avouched by Mr. Ley, in his Sundays
Sabboath, pag.173.

With thefe forementioned Confeflions, agree al|
the rﬁﬁ, as that of the four Citiesj wrgemmej (on.
ftance, Memmimge, and Lindavia, called by fome, the
Confeflion of Swesthland, pnblithed in the year 1530,
That ot Bafi/, 1531, that of Saxerte, 1551, that of
Wz’tteméerge, 1552. that of France, 15 s ¢.that of Ger-
™many, 155 6.

Adde to thefe, the joint an{wer nfthe Proteﬂants,
in the yeare 1541. with the confent of allthe Re.
formed Churches of Polsnd the greater and the lefle,
alfothe Churches of Rufiss, Lituania, Samogitia, in
that famous Synod of Sendmere, in the year 15-o0,
Denmarke, Sweden,and all the Lutherans, as appears by
Luthers Flymns {ung by them upon the day.

Adde laftly tothem all the late Nationall Scottifh
Covenant, wherein the words that are to be vowed.
protefted, and fworne by them thatrake it ; are,

T har they [hall endeavonr the refor.
mation of the Church of England,
12 Dottrine, Difcipline, and Wor.
Jhip, according to Gods Word, and
the Example, andPraclice, of the
beft reformed Churches.

Now all thebeft reformed Churches keep the day
of Chrifts Birth,as a day of holy wor (hip,and thanki.
giving, even all of them at this day, and ever fince

ther




their teformation. Then, I befeech you note, that
whofocvet he:be, or whether a faithlefle Scots-man, henotkeep:
or a Scottified Englifh-man,that hathraken that Co. !rgi ‘})5 isﬁ;“
“venant, aud doth not endeavour, and labour yearly breach ofthe
to keep holy the twenty fifth day of December, or the Covenant.
annu 1day of Chrilts Nativity, is in plain Englifh,
and gu'd Scotch, abfolutely for{worne, for not wor-
 fhipping God and Chrift thereupon, inthe publick
Congregation, as they of the be ¥ reformed Church-
i esdoe.
| In the next place, we adde the tefiimony of the Modeme Dic
beft and moft famous Divines of thofe Reformed Vo
{ Churches, who concerning the keeping of thelc Fefti-
§ vals, ftoutly maintaine, both by Scripture and Rea-
. fon, what their Churches delivered ia their ConfefSi-
oxs. I (hall name onely the chiefe.
Firit, caluim,Inftit. l1h, 4. cap. 10. In verba Augu- Covins
itin: approves the keeping of them, and in his Epi-
ftle to Hallerws, {orrowes very much that chefe Fel(ti-
vall dayes were put downe in diverfe places. And
moreover for the day of Chrifks Birth, he faith and
¢ avoucheth, Harm, Evangel.in cap {ecnndum luce,thac
& the day of Chrifts Birthwas better knowne thenthat
& it (hould now be called in queltion; and calls the A-
nabaptifts that queftinnit, A¢rté Demones, Aerse Di-
vels. And accordingly the Churchof Genera doth
annually celebrate it, as #¢ may read in Perths Aflems-
bly confured,p. 85. And in France, their mot nota-
ble Preachers give the Communion on that day,
Seconaly, Zanchie, that treafurcr of learning and
knowledge, #0l. 4. /5. x.cap. 19. in quartam orecept &
thefi fecunda, proves at large, thatit was kept holy in
the purer times, and that it ought tobe fo kept, and
vearly

|2
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sglygblerved by all frue Chritiansat shisday,: by
ovnd Reafons,whighyon ﬁi%ﬁi’@ademam sov_0bon |

wt < Thirdly, . Zuingling BeQor of theOitohoof £re |

\\\\\\

S{é’g%%‘l&ts the B’%ﬁh"d&y“. at eroLéid 3mens

¢ holi:dayes thar he wauld have obfetoed Tom, |
dpeefheage 0 D L ]
&Ry shly, Bullinger, Degaa: xSermy g fayth; Qudors |
Ui, papaon degatwr, 8ce Thoughiitiisinewhero geyd) |
that the-Liords day- was cnjoyned in:the- writings} |
the Apoftles s yet becaufe in the fourth Commandes |

N ' " .

- mentof the firlt Table the care of Religion,-and the

. diligent gxercif of outward wor(hip ifcommandsdg |

itwere cantrary topicty, and Chriftian charity, ndt |
to fantifie the Leras Day, cfpﬁeial}ystéeiug that oug.
ward worlhip cagnot confift, withqut afet.time, and: |
an holy reft : the fage vee oughe to jundge of the he- |
li-dayes, or Fealls of Qur Lowd ¢haift, inwhichwe ce.
I)Qbsggfg zhe‘ Mg N QEY of hiSNmﬂty § I'nmmatkm
Circumcifion, Paffiop Refurredtion, AfcenGion, into
Hgavycnzand fqndgngdown@ thlhe hOl‘y Gh@ﬁ Qpon
EMSDMCIPIQ& S TI R RNUE Y TV I vl C o
Fifibly, Ralsgus, profeflor offi)iviaity in'the Y-
verfity of Bafil, placeth. the Feafhuf 0brifts Natsviry,
under the title of The Awrninerfary Fealtsof the New
Tefpament 5 which ha defines to be baly temes appotnted
moag péyrjﬂiqn;,fbr ..tbﬂ'\ﬂ’p?ﬂrép of’Gaa’mpuétzkw thét
iS’; fﬁ '7)34&,@{@@'},2@ f/ﬂ_& q’ﬂﬁ;fe%’Z offdft?'}dmnag"tfff£Mfé&16r,'
for the Pregching of Gods word, and the ufe of the
Sacraments, and with one accord to yeild due wor-
fhip unto God in the due Sacrifice of thankf{giving,
Prayers, and Alms. Systagma Theolog, lib. 9. ¢. 35,
Ssxthly, Jobr Gerhard Profeffour of Divinity in the
Univerfity of Fene,who hath gathered together ma-

ny




Reafons.
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ny godly fentences out of the ancient Fathers, for Beaions,

tke turtherance, and telp of our meditations o zhe
a’;) Qf fb’)‘i,’%f fV@t!’Uitj,

And what thould we fay more > For the rime
would faile us, to tell of Qﬁ{é’f&ﬂcf)mﬂj in Refpor;ﬂg}ze
proteftansium, Feftus Hommiws, inthe name of all the
reformed Churches, Coll: Antibellars atfp: 41, thefi ;.
Of Bucer in Matth, cap, 1%. loco de feriss. Of #rfin,
Tradk, Theor: in 4. praceps Of Hemmingius [16: hom: Of
Chytreus indifpofit: Eprtol: Subsnitie: Ofour Couy-
treyman Hooker, Eccl, pol. I 5. Of famous andrews
in his Sermons ; Of learned Reynolds, in his Confe-
rence with Hart, ¢, 8. dwvis: fecunda, and many o-
thers, famous for piety and learning, who by their
Sermons, writings.cxamples, have jutified the yearly
obfervation of Chriffs Birth-Day, upon the 25, of
December, grounding upon the word of God, the tra-
~ditions of the Apoftles, and the pra&ice of the Pri-
mitive and Reformed Churches.

Next to the Prattice of Gods Church, Rex{nj
comes 10 asan Armed man, to corfirmethe truth,
and to maintaine the particular obfervation of the
forementioned day. The reafons are many,forbrevi-
ty fake we (hall onely forthe prefent aliedse three,
which Zanchiegthat grear Treafurer of Learning and
Religion.dothpromptunto usin the forecited place,

H firft Reafon 15 drawne, A ladabile, Becaufe it
is praife-worthy to obferve this day, grounded upon
the chicfe ends for which Feafts were inftituted a-
mong the Fewes,which are three, as Thom.is edgirinas
recites them, 2% parte Summe, queft. 102. a7, 4.

The fir(i, That they might remember the works of
the Lord, and the blefiings thatat fuch times they
had received. I The

R
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Reafors.

The fecond, To give God thanks for them.

7 be third, [hatat fuch times they might freely of-
fer large gifts, for the releife of the Priefts,and poor
people.

1t therefore ( faith he) for the Commemorati-
on of {uch benefits and bleflings at {uch times be-
ftowed by God, Feafts were inftituted among the
Jewes; why then fhould any man dare to affirme,
that the Church of Chirift may not alfo inftituce and
kecp the Feafts thar we have mentioned, thatby ob-
ferving thofe follemne dayes, thofe bleflings may be
kept in mind, whichwe have received from the boun-
ty of Jefue Chrift, and the famous works which he
vpon thofe dayes did performe for us, the certaine
Hiftoricall relaticn whereof we have in the Evan-
gelilts.

Therefore, upon {uch Feftivall dayes, {eeing they
are to be kept holy in remembrance of fuch benefits
received from Chrift, and of all that he did and fuffe-
red for us, the Hiftories of thofe particulars ought
to be read. and explained tothe people, which the
ancicnt Primitive Church was alwayes wont to doe;
wherefore ( faithhe) I doeutterly condemne thofe
Minifters, who upon fuch dayes doe firi&ly profe-
cute their ordinary Texts, that ifupon Eafter-daya
Text of Chrilts Paffion,doe come in their way, they
will explaine that, and will by no means chufe any of
thofe that make mention ofthe Refurre&ion.

His [econd Reafox is drawne, Ab benefto, VNVe ought
to follemnize the Feaft of our Saviours Nativity,and
thofe other of his Refurre@ion, ¢@c. Becaufe it isa
point of honefty fo todoe s forifthatbe honeft (as
Cicero defines.it ) which though it be not a&ually

praifed



Rea fo #s.
praifed, yet it is praife-worthy, itmult oeeds follow,
that it is a point of honefty, to follemnize thule
Feafts which the ancient Church graced wich a folem-
nity beforeus 3 becaufe it is a point of honefty, and
praife-worthy to follow antiquity in things not evill
in themfelves, but indifferent y tor it ought to be
our judgement, that che ancients bad a futhcient, and
a well grounded caufe tor the doing of fuch things,
efpecially in the 1aftituting and, appointing of fuch
Feftivall dayes.

His third Reafon, & drawne, A6 nt1li, \We ought
(faith he ) tokeep holy the Birth-day of our Savi-
our,and his other Fealts, by reafonof the great pro-
fit that accrewsuntous, and others in the obfervati-
onofthe fame: Foritisnot (faith he) in the tongue
of man to exprefle what greatr profitthe commen
people doe gain by the due obferving of thofe dayes,
and comming to Church to give God thanis there-
upon ; whereupon the paflages of thofe things that
were done by our Siviour, for the good and falvition
of their fouls, are read and explained unto them, and
atreafure of good things are b gotinthem. Lerme
adde, all the Articles of the Cred are 1n amannere-
very yeare more and more made knowne unto them ;
and they upon every Feltivall builtup ia their mof
holy faith ; ard that increafed by the anauvall Expo-
fition, and confirmation, they beinz taught to be-
leeve in God, that made Heaven and Earth, by his
Son, by whom he made the World, Jclus Chrift his
onely Son, our Lord, who was Conrerved by the boly
Ghofty upon the day ofthe Annuntiation,upon which
day the world was created.

To beleeve thiat he was Borwe of the Virgin Mary,
[ 2

VoI

Raiy 32

Aanuatiation

Ma-ch 23.

Drucem, 24
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Good-Friday,

Eafter.

Holy-Thu, i
day.

Whit-Sunday

2 Tim. 1. 3.

" Gal. 4. 70,

Reafons.

upon the Fealt of his Narivity.

That he suffered under Pantins Pylate, was crucified,
dead and buried, gnd defcended tntohell, upon the day
of his Paffion. |

That the third day He rofe againe from the dead, and
that we by vertue of his Refurreétion fhall rife a.

gaine at the laft day, and have everlafting life after

deathyupon the Feaft of s Refurreétion.

That he dfcended into Heaven, and [its atthe right
bandof God, and [hall come againe to indge both quick
anddead, vpon the Fealt of his Aflcenfion,

That he feut downe the holy Ghoft, the Comfort-
er, to gather unto him an Holy Catbelick chu-éb_ in
wiich hewould eQablith a Forgavsne(fe of fins and s
{emnunton of Saints, upon the Feaft of Pentecoft.

Behold the forme of [eu1d words, which we are to
bold faf¥, and the body of that faith without which
our fouls cannot be {ived, delivered upon thofe Fe-
ftivals 5 {othat by the labourand induftry of Ortho-
doxe and painfull Minifters, Chrift Jefus may day by
day be tormed inthe hearts and fouls of their peo-
ple, they yearly with St. Paal, travelling in Birth of
them, may make them {o grow i3 grace, and the
knowledge of the Lerd Fefus | that they may bring
themup at laft tobe perfe& menand women in him.
Begetting them at the Conception bringing them forth
new creatures upon the N@tivitj, cutting of the fore-
skin of their hearts at the Circumcifion, enlightning
their minds,and bringiag them out of darknefle into
his marvellous light, upon the Epsphanie 5 teachin
them to crucifie their affe@ions and lufts on Good
Friday, and to rife tonewnefle of life on Esfter.day
to fet their affections upon things above,where Chrilt

{its



. Reafons. - &g
fits atthe right hand of God, upon Holy Thur[day, Reafors.
that he m’?'feﬂ&d’dwﬂc the holy Ghoft iato their
hearts, to'lead them intoall truth; upon the day of ~ 4
Pentecos?, and into-this truth above others, thatthey =
kiffe the Som of 'God, upon the day of his Nativity, and

fothey perifh not: from the right way, which ( with

griefe of beart' I"write £t ) too many have done

that bave neglefted the Celebration of this Bleffed

Day. Alas; alas'¥ ow many poor, unlearned people

are there, that' cannot reade any thing concerning

Carift, or what they are ta belceve concerningbim, =

pot hear any thing of Chrift, but when they cometwo .

Church upon fkeh Feftivall dajes. -

-t s N .

Let me adde another Reafon alfo, that we thould -
keepthefe Dayes holy, and thata grand oacs kris  «
that we may give no offenceta’the weaker Brethren, o
‘who ifthe obfervarion of thefe dayes fhouldbe laid
‘afide,'and we fhould contemne and defpife the keep.

‘ing ofthem, thofe poor ignorant fouls would be ve-

1ily perfivaded that we did nox care for, nor regard -

thofe great things that'Chrift cither did or fuffered -
us, and ‘that we'did rot count them worththe

thankfgiving, - - -
I ¢onclude m

. eon my Reafons with the wordsot Saint

o Anguflsnes Poft Sacras literas ea nobts fervandas funt,
guevelab Ayoftolis per traditionem, vel abuniverfsliom
Concilids ‘definsta fuiffe ‘judicantur s Talis antem funt =
que; toto terrarum orbe, leguntur obfervata fuiffe, qualta .
. funt hee festa mt'eréjpnr’igﬁfq;jez*‘icjféjif‘g;qa@?pm;gimfw_ R
 vint dg Chrifle, fcilices Diei Domintcs, Pafthatss, Pente-

oites, Afeenfonas; Pulfianis, Cane Domint, & Natis
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thofe rites and cuftomes which.came either from the
Apoftles,by Tradition, or are judg’d tobe decreed
by generall counfels {uch are thofe Feafts of the an-
c1ent andpurer Couren, annually ob(erved over the whsle
worid, all which were kept in thebomosr of Fefuu Chrift:
to wit, the Lords Day, Eaftor, Pentecoft, Afcenfion, Paf-
fion, Supper of the Lord, and the Natevity.

Give me leavetoadde the words of worthy Zas-
chie, concerning the particular Feaft of the Birth-
Day of eur Saviour Chrift, and then I (hall have almoft
cone.

We know (faith he in the forecited place ) that
itwas a received cuftome among all Nations to cele-
brate the Birth-day of every particular Man, how
meane {oever, efpecially of Princes and Great osncs,
as of Herod, of which we read in the Gofpel, and that
not without reafon, for it is an efpeciall blefling that
any one created by God, inthe womb of his Mother,
fhould be broughtalive into this world ; therefore as
God would have the Sabbathtobe kept holy, in re.
membrance of the creation of the world, that thanks
might be given tothe Creator for fo great abenefit:
{o it muft needs be a piece of great thankfullnefle too,
and well accepted of Almighty God, that any man
{hall keep in memory the day that he was borne, and
regard and honour it morethen other dayes, in re-
joycing thereupon, giving thanks to God, fobetly
Feafting with his Neighbours and giving more large-
ly to the poor, thenat other rimes.

How much more ought the day of our Saviours
Birth, in 2 more excellent, devout, and rejoycing
manner, annually to be obfeived and kept by all that
bear the name of Chriftian, and hope for falvation by

that
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that bleffed Babe, that now came into the world to ', 1y, 1. 1, 1
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fave finners, whereof they mut needs bethe chizfe

that defpife the day of fo great Salvation s work, and'

follow their Callings, when it fiould be their onely . <
work to remember what the Lord -]efus__ui,oﬁ,thigé Ifa./s. 12,
daydid for them, and fing praifetobis pame.. =

~ Me-thinkswhat hath been {aid already might per-
fwade any reafopable Chriftian to the due obfervati-
onof the-day. But.alas, Ifind of late, Jewesin Eag-
‘land, to whom Chrift came and they regeived bim:

not, Fobm r..11. Who unlefle they fee fignes and .
wonders, they-will not beleeve, and then neither s
fo ftupid they are,-and obftinate ; yet whether they
will hear or whether they will forbear, whether they =~
will beleeve or conticue in unbelicfe, and beleeve no -~
man bnt themfclves 5  let-them know, that-divers |
and.fondry Miracles have been wrought in diverfz
Narions, upog the twenty fifthday of Drzsember, to
-confirme it to-have been the very day of our Saviours ~
Birth 5 as the Fountain of 8y breaking outin Reme, -

the tongie-tying ofghie Divels Otracles, theamiry ot
the Beafts, and many'iore, which you may finde in
Gregory Turomenfis,which 1 may potnow repeat’s bur
efpecially two wrought here in"Esgland, confirming
‘that.the keeping ofthe day, upon the twenty fifth off @
“theforefaid Moneth, according tothe old Fulian-ac:
count, is authentick; true,and Orthodoxe.. - 700 7

¢

: MirdC- .l. 1!0'

- Theontis the Oske in the new Forreft, Secra Fovs Ockeinthe *

@utrem, an Oake confectate tothe Son of God, left """

truth even
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The Thornz by
G lajtenbury,
~called Fofepn’s.
- Thirne,

Man, even eAébrabam that rejoyced to fee his day, and
{sw 1r, and was glad, underthe Oakeof Shamy:, and
ik Oake fo long after defires to {hew unto the faith.
full, the day of his Incarnation, and tofollemnize the
{ame by wearing every yearupon this very day, new
and green leaves uponit: as thewing to pofterity,
that as this day Truth fprung out of the earch of 474.
vies womb, and righteoulnefle looked dewne from
Heaven s fignifyingalfo,that in his dayes the righte-
ous (hould flourifh, and that he thould grow upas
tender plant in a dry ground, his fruit thould fhake
lilve Ledanon, and be greea as grafle upon the earth;
that he is the chiefe of our ftrength, and rhar as ¢he
leaves, bark, and fruit of that Tree, are all Medicinal
fo (hould Cbrift be that Treeof Lite, Revel, 24, 5
whofe leaves (hould heale the Nations,

The other is ghat Thorne by Glaftenburie, growing,
as the Tradition goes, on Fofepbs Grave. But whether
that be true or no, 1 know not, it maybe s this [ am
certaine, that the whole Countrey cries it up fora
trath,and a knowne one, that time out of mind, even
to thits day, it hath every year bloflomned in full mea-
{fure, upon the Twenty fifth dayef our December near
that place where Jofeph of 4rimathea, that buried our
Saviour (brifi, firft arrived, and firt Preached the
Gofpel in this our Ifland, to witneffe toall pofteri-
ty, that our Saviour Chrift didasthatday, budand
bloffome.out ofthe earth. ¢

That very Thorne in amyferious manner,pricking
deep,and reproving to the quick, the dead unthapk-

?

fullnefle of many men, whilethat poor Thorne, as it

were, in way of thankfullnefle toits Creator, doth
gratefylly fhut forth his bloffomes upon the very

day
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day of his Birth, who did honour and grace all

Thornes fo much, as to weare a Crowne of Thornes
upon the day of his death; and ngifying by the
white bloflomes, that that King that was borpe
that day, and wore the Thorny Crowae when
he died, 1s now rifen againe, and wearsa Crowne of
Glory ; and moreover, by the long.livednefle of the
fame, intimates to dull mortalls, that he that was
that day borne, and died on Geod-Friday, Crowned in
that manner, is {till alive, and lives for evermore.
And further yet, that thofe men thar are of fucha
thorny difpofition, and touchy froward behaviour,
as not to {uffer their fouls as this day tovfend out the
white aad pleafant bloomes of thank{giving, for
his Birth, (hall at the day of their death, like thornes
that are dead, be caft into unquenchable fire. Chridt
then comming to deftroy all fuch bryars and thorns,
as the Souldiers of the King of e4/hnr, arecalled,
who came to deftroy Ferufalem, the holy City, Gods
Temple, Priefts, and Ordinances, and to put an end
to the follemne Feafts, 1/a. 10. 17. to whom for
{uch an 1ntention the Prophet tells them, That the
light of Ifrael [bould be for a fire, and bis holy 02z for 4
flame, and 1t [bould burne and d:vonr all (uch briars ad
thornes in one daye: Andfball confume the glory of Fis
ForreSt, and his frustfull field boto Souland Body ver.x 3,
What (hall I {ay more ? But, that if the things that
have been done ia €ngland, had beea done among the
wild and favage Americans, they had belezved in
Chrift,and honoured his day longagoe: But hereis
the condemnation, thatthe marvellous light as this
day came into the world, and chat thisday, was the
K day

63
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day of tts comming ; hath been among us of rhis [
fland, beleived, and yearly is confirmed by Miracles,
and yet many blinded ones among us,both of Clergy
and Laity, thut cheir eyes and will not fee, loving
darknefle rather then Hght.

Pardon me ( Or of youwrll not_ chufe) for 1 am full
of godly jeuloufie for the honour of my Saviours
Birth-day, and will affirme even to my laft Breath,
that it was vporn the twenty fifch day of December,

and is cvery vear to be kept holy, and that #use Kupan

that Dies Domizicathat Lords aay Km’ﬁf«%’\”by way of
eminence, from which our Lords day kept every firft
day of the week, doth take its denomination, and
name, rather then from rhat ot the Refurre@ton, and
that it was that éee Hupend thar Lords day men.
tioned by 8t, Jobz, Reveli 1. 10, upon which he was
in the Spirit, upon which Chrift Jefus did apperr
unto him in that glorious fhape, which s the opiri
on of divers aud good Divines s and the firlk Primi-
tive Fathers doe alfo perfivade me to beleeve it,
while they, in their Writings, as Zancbse well ob.
ferves, doe aflirme, that the Churches of God did
every where, in their time, yearly and folemnly cele-
brate the Feaft of the Lords Dag,beﬁdcs the Feaft of
the Paffeover, Eafter, and the Refurre@ion’) as the
chiefe Feaft inthe year, asa ditin& Fcaft from the
fame.

This great and principall Feaft then, of the Lovds Doy,
could bé no other (being by them fo precifely di-
ftinguithed from the day of Christs Refurretion ) but
the Feaft of chriffmas, orthe day of our Lords Nats.
14ty, from which, and not from Eafter day, all the

Sur-



Sundayes in the year, became to becalled Lards dayes,
the truth whereof will appear as clear as the Sun, to
any that will take the paiues to cotmpare Ignutius ia
his Epiltle, ad stagnes, with Juftine Martyry apel. 2.
ad finem, Eufeb, lib. 4. ¢. 23, Iranens [, 4. c. 53, ad
Victorem Romanum apud Sexomen: Tertallian, [i5, de
sdolat,page 376. 116, ds Corona Miljtis, Augut, Tom, 2.
Ep.119. od Jansar, decivit. dei dif. 22.¢. 30, de ver-
Lis Apoffeli Ser x5. (yribd in Fobam. lib. x4, cap, 58,
Eufed. lib. ¥, cap, 23, 244 Socratesy lio, 5. cap, 22,
And to fhut up all, take here the words of a mof} e-
minent Divine, whofe Learning and Piety hath pla-
ced him beyond exception, Bithop Andremes (1
mean ) inhis Secmon upon Fohs, Chap 8. verl. ¢6.
Thereis (Jastbbe) no day {o properly Chrifls, as
his Berth-Day, which may appear, 1t we {et it in com-
parifon with other dayes of moft honovrable note,
as the day of his Pafiion, RefurrecEson, and Afcesfion :
for the day of his Pafiion_ that was not {o properly
his, becaufe two Thieves fuffered with him at the
{ame time, 10 the fame place, after the fame manner,
Luke 23. 32, 33. Nor the day of his Refurrection, for
as he rofe from the dead, {0 did others, the {fame day,
and went into the holy City, <Mat. 37, 53,51, Nor
the day of his Afrenfioin, for Exochand Elias, bad their
Afcenfion too, and long before his, Gen, 5. 24. 2
Kings 2. 11. But his Birth.Day was his without a
fellow : None ever Soborne, none ever born sucb
and therefore (asno Fefiuity is befides it) it is at-
ténded as Chrift himlelfe, with an Apofiolicall retis
nue of Holi-dayes.
What we have written may be fufficient to fatisfie
K 2 all
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all gain-fayers, and to make the Sun dimming clouds
of all fantafticall Obje&ions, for to vanith, andto
bring in the clear morning of the day 5 but Beroaldu:
the Author of the Scripture Almanack, with their fools[)
Hemmangs , and others their followers, have told
their lies fo often, that they beleeve them to be
truths, and the Sun of righteoufne[fe. that was borne
this Day, hath given them over, that they (hould be-
leeve alye,becaufe they recetved not the love of chis
truth concerning the Brrth-Day of the Son ot God;
fo that counting themfelves wife, they are become
fools.

| Th:t worthy, learned, laborious, judicious Ges-
¢ Chelen Co tleman, Edward Fifber, hath lately, (utficicotly brayed
them and their foolith obje&ions, ina morter s yet
I'doubt theywill neverbe the wifer. Their objeéti-
onsare {o ridiculous, felf contfuting, idle, vaine, er-
roneous.that T would not defile my paper with them,
but that Solomox bids me, Anfwer a fool in bis folly,
leaft be [eem wife 17 his owne concest,

Thefe Fefurtes ex tgnorantia, crie out as Campian
the Jefuite did, Scripture Patres ((oncilia Rardones,
&c. Scriptures, Fathers, Councells, Reafons, ¢,
all are on our fide, they are indeed,but as rods for the
backs of fools.

For Scripture,Chrift(fay they)wasborn when eAu-
g#[tws made the whole world to be Taxed. & all went
to be Taxed every oneto his owne City, Luke 2, 1, 3.
which could not be in the winter, becaufe it is not to
be beleeved that wife Emperour would Command
poor maen to come in winter to their owne Townes,

2. The Shepheards were then in the fields,watch-
ing
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ing over their flocks, ». 8. and the wintet was no
fitting time for it: A Sheepifh Argument, fitter

for a Shepheards boy, then a Shepheard of Zfrael.
Chrift (Man) wss net birne in' Englind, tutinJu-
dea, and there were wolves there, and therefore the She-
pheards were t"o_”ﬁt;b“t’,beir flocks at all times § or become
likemany of our Englifb, who whin the wolfe comes, fite

~ But3. Chrift (faythey) according as otir affir-
mation, was borne and baptized about the fime time,

it could not then be 'in mid-wiater, it being ot
wholefome for men to goe up then to the headin
water, .. .o

" Tokill thefe three Birds with one bolt. The Eand

‘of canaanis found to extend it felfe for latitude from™

‘the 36. degreeand 52. minutes, to the 33.and 44.
ninutes, and fOr_longjtude,, itis placed between the
'64. degree, and 22. minutes, andthe 69. degreeand
ten minutes, fothat itis included fully and wholly
in the third Climat, in which Fez and Morogcoare -
fcituated, where the winter feafon (s every Geon
grapher,and Marriner will tell us) is hotter thenour
' May here in England, and YetC;m&a}z‘inheat"c'xceed; o
Fez and Morecco, lying about 4o. degrees nearerthe
Eaftthentheydoe. o
- The Scripture faithas much, Lev.23.5.6.10. 11,

Forin regard that a (heafe of ‘the firft fruits of Har-

veft, was yearly offered on the fecond day afterthe ,
Paffeover, which was the 16: day of o406, and is'

‘thie time account falls upon the ¥5. of our Carch)
it muft neceffarily follow, that the temperature of
e e

i
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the more h Decemzer inibe Landof funsan, is an- §
fwerable toQue Haw, ifnot Fames the feafon then §
of the year, could no way hinder,elther the executi.
nn ot Cefars Docreey or the Shepheards being ia the |
Fields uor our Saviours gedng Into tie River Jordan, |
o Decemp:r, SVhattheyutge out ofthe firft of Luke, |
concerning the Conceprion of Fobn, that it (hould |
e in the beginning of Fuly, becaufethe Courfe of A-}
Liah, Zacharies conr[e, the eighth courfe of the Prieds,
tell in the 2nd of Fune, and that Cowrfe lafteda fort-
night, is aot onely difclaimed by Berosldus, their Pa-
cron, who not fitting to be a Chronologer, /4. 4.¢,
5. confefleth, we doe weither underftand when the Conrly
of Zacharias was, nor bow long 1t lafled 5 But proves
them to be naturall Bruit-beafts that cannor number;
we defire no better Argument then this Computati:
on to prove the very day, for let them compute from
the third day of the moneth eAdar, and the fixth
year of Dariw, Exra 6.15. When the Priefks wer
fetin their divilions, and their courles began, being §
in all twenty four, and every Courfe continuing one §
whole week, till the year of the world, wherein Fohn§
was conceived , and they {hall find thac Zacharits|
courfefell in september, and then that by their ownef
Argument, Fetas Conception muft be in ¢hat month,|
then in the {ixth mooeth after Chrilys, Luke ;. 26
&e. which is Marchs then let them goe to any|
Teaming Sifter,and fhe will affure them, that Chrilty
( according to Scripture, and the common courfe off
women ) muftbebornein December.

As for their Fathers they urge, they will not helpf
them. | -t

Ckmmﬁ
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flemens of Alexandria, {aich chatin ‘his- cf \s ther\, ,

wasa queftion about the certarmy of Chrift: s Birth 2
- Men in thede dayes quefiion botl-fiis (jad‘bmd and

Strom, hb._x_.;

Man-bood, de erg 08 Is he thereforc nuthﬁr ng o

nor Man#d

. Bk Cyrilk ﬁn-th t;bat she Cbsz} of Aluxmdrm ées

'lebratcdzn fiold, the Birth-day of Fobn the Bapttﬁ, on
the twenky third’ diy of Agrzil ir his Homilies, or .
twelve Booksm}ohm, aﬂd! t:hverei’orc Chnﬁ muﬁ b:: )

bol!nc:mza'&aiw. o

'Like Bathen, hke'S@‘ms.bmh Bz&ard’s, the works s

o&the Father accounved fo, both by Papri®s, and Pro-

teffantis, it bring cervaine sthar Podocss € licto veus wrote -

four Bogk sof ehetwelve, and the refka are accounted.

Spmrﬂ*amIL bl)thl by: Mr:: ‘Terkmr pr@mr ad a’zmm ﬂ

prodilom .. a.llif by Bedlarmm«e Catalog Ecel, S::rwtdmmﬂ

adan: 430. Mmher Is it l‘rkely to be true, thar the

Ghurch o slexondvia fould at thie ﬁrﬁ‘ celebritethe
Birth-day of Fohn the B aptifd) in rrll: fe‘éfng the“ :
Egyptiay Chusches:( oﬁ which that ef Ak:xmdm
was the:chiefe § did ever tzintaine that Chritwas
borne an'the twentyfifthi day of December, agd‘yearly |

keptthat day Fetivall in memory r!’xerecf s Génes

byard hath thewed: olit of' theft- owne:- a‘cccmhts and.

Kalenders,and novonely they; butthe” Greek Church.
¢5,and fo.did the Apabéan;. Perfan, SyriskChurches, as.

learned :Mr. Gregoyy: haeh(fnllyﬁmved in hns Notes ,r“ DR

:;;anrd ©bfeyvatoonsy Chapsggs®
Butgmm ebc wmds eﬂthe .~;
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es 10 be in the right, who kept it annually and con.
ftantly on the twenty tourth of June, as Caufabon cop.
tefleth. | da. Iwould they would leave their errours
likewife,

May be they would, but that Epjphania (fay they)
{1ith, that Chrit was borne the fifth of Fasury,
tuke heed, that wasin winter, and one of the twelve
dayes, I doubt you will turne fmell Feafts, but let me
tell you, as for lyars, we had rather have their room
then their company ; and you belie your Father, for
Epiphanius who if he were alive, would put you in the
Catalogue of his Hereticks,dothindeed twice affirm,
that ¢hrsft was bornein the 33. year of the irft H..
rody the Son of Antipater, which was the forty fe-”
cond year of Augustus Cafav, as you may read, /b, 1,
cont.heres.bar 2o, lib. 3. her. 78. But not a word,
cither of the moneth, nor day of the moneth.

Willyouyield yet? No, for our Countrey-man
Bede tells us, that for certaine the IndiGions began on
the 24. of September, and that our Lord vvas borpe
(/ndilione guirta ineuste) vvhen the fourth Indi.
&ion began, therefore Chrift vvas borne on the z4.
of September,  FHelp Neighbours! Borne in 0o-
tery(aith Cyrill in January, {aith Epiphanins, and novy
in September, {aith Bed:, andall lies ; for the tvvo
former faid no fach matter, neither the laft, for our
Countreyman doth not fay that Chrift vvas borpe
vvhenthe tourth 7adiction began, but in tae fourth,-
aad an Indiiion, according to Bachelzerus, being the

fpace of fifteen years, Chrilt might very vvell be borne

in the beginning of the Indittion, though he vvas
borne three moneths after the firft day thereof,

ell



~ "Well poorBabes, your Fathers forfake you, will: .
your Reafofis take you up-2 I doubt’ they are tod. -
weak to-heave fuch blocks from the ground; bur =
let’s try their ttréngth, -~ . 7 0 R T
1. Taxes and Colle&tions of Tributebegan onthe pgin -
tiwenty fourth day of September, as dppearsby the In- =~
didions which were inftituted to bear account of the
‘payment of Tribute by Conflantine the Grear,-Anno
Dom. 312. Therefore edugnfim his Decree, thatall
the World fhould be taxed, went ont on the ewenty
fourth of September;: and fo-chiift was borne on that
day. Hyfteron Proteran, brains and Rairs, PR
~ But 3. Theé Church of €aglind doth not cele- Ratio 22 ..
brate the tetic-ddy of Chrifts Birth, nor the Churches =~
oyopdiSea, becaule the -Gregariun acconst- crrs al-
moft twedages, and the Fulian more thefi-twelve,
therefore the Churchof Englanderrss -

‘No fch matiery for thongh we dog not celebtate
the very dayedadely and precilely riken, yet Wecelew o 00 .
brate thevihe day actotding to the Fadan actount; <. & -.

which account is yet generally embraced by the Pro.
tiftanesy and not tobe defpifed faith Cdvifiws 5 well,

fappofe/it be not the'very day, LHope you will main. -
taine'that the ddy of Corift's Refurreltion, or Eafter-

day 18 yearly tobekeptholy. T pray'you tell me, how
often-it falls in the fame moneth,or on the fame day>

Suppofe the day were not certainly knowne, yerthe
Chatchatlt power to ordain oheannually tobe kept - 1, .o

Hy Fete bian*twffogreat amercyyandthitof her o1 ©
felfe, by hekowne'powes; it beingnot fo muchthe:
day, as the’benefit, 'we remember. Tolle & hge,n:
Ghrob! yo. 23 Yind éonfider thit frec-will feaven’ -

Byl

e
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Chap. 9.

Obj-Ction 5.

Sature. 11D,
1.

€, 10,

Objections dnfwered.

“dayes Feaft, kept after the Paflcover.

s "Againe, 1n cafewe know the Day firidtly, yetitis
not abfolutely neceflary for us to kecpit on that day
alwayes, if the Church appoint, or think the contra-
ry 5 forthe Fewes did not keep their Purimon tne
{ame day of the year whereon their deliverance was
given them, but on the next day after, as you muy
read in Efher s The Paffesver was to be eaten in the
firt moneth, Exod. 12, 2,3. yet Hezekzab and his
people kept itinthe fecond moneth, contrary tothe
inftitution in that parcicular, 2 Chros, 30. 2, 3. and
yet they were accepted, as youmay read, ver(, 20.

Yea,but 3. 7. H. tells us, inhis Scripture Alma-
nack, that the Saturnalza, thofe mad Fealls to Saturae,
the Father of the Gods, were kept at the fame time
by the Heathen,that the Chriftians keep their Chrifi-
mas, and that you have your Karyils from ceres, the
Goddefle of Corne, in which Feafls at the fame time,
a (heafe was offered to her 3 and that you have your
word Yale, or #le, from e ortires an Hymne then
offered in her praile.

Sirs, give over for {hame, all thefe are as falfe as
the Almanack. forourword rule is from the Nor-
man word Nule, or #le, which fignifies new,the (heafe
was not offered to Ceres in December, nor the Hymne
in her praife, but at her owne Feaft, which was 1o
Aprill as Ovidaverrs, Faftor lib. 4, Nor did the Sa-
turnalia, which lafted for three dayes, begin on the
25. of December but on the 27. as Macrobius doth
witnefle ; but {fuppofe the contrary ; May not Chri-
(tians fct a day a part to Gods fervice, in that month
ehat Heathens made Fealtsto their I1dodls ¢ 1f {0, we

' muft
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- muftbid adientoall publick fervices, and ferve 'your =~
- humours, and conclude, thatthe: Fewes did very well -
- 10 keeptheir Feaff of Tabernacles, - according to |
 Gods command, inthe moneth of September, fecing .
the Heathens keptrheir Bacchanalis, after the fame Sympofiacis.. -
maaner,at the fame time ? So Plutarch, e
But laftly, your Feafting doth offend us: 7osr
Plum.pottage, and Mirced-Pies, doe_o'ffen.c‘l_’_ our taft -
and (mell; your Bayes and Rofemary, Hollie, and Lvie,
Box, and Preveét, with all your green Strewings, and =
~ trimming your Churches, and houfes, doe offend y
~ our pure eyes, and your Carrolls andﬂibngv-s,, doc of-
fendour fan&ifiedears. - T
Alas Brethren, we cannot helpits we muft not
~ offend God, in friving notto offend you ; it is not- -
“wethat give, but you thattake ; and we maynotneg- |
~le& our duty, to pleafe your humours, - I
- We keepthe day Fetlivally,weought to.doeir,as =
" we have (hewne already, we have warrant forit, &g, -~ v
.9:22; from the Few:s pralife, who for alefleblefz
fing, kept the 14.and 1 5. of 4dar yearly, as 1h: ‘dayes
- wheresn the Jewes refled;and tbe moneth which was turned R
_ watd shem, from forrow 10 joy, and from mourning to-a )
. go0d day-s that they fhould make them dayes of Feafting -~
~ and joy, and of [ending portions one to-anether, axd of
- Qifts vo_the poor. And likewife from the command o
- Of Nebemiah, and €zra, in the like cafe 5 This' day gt
koly unto. she Lordyour Goa, mourne ot wor weap s gos '
Joy way, eat she fat, and dvink the firres, andfendports:
ons unto_them for whom:nothing wprepareds for'thisdiyy
 4holy unto owr Lord: neither beye forry, forthy joy of
 the Lord it onr firengeh. ' Tell me; di hure

ook c N el
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T -;Of Engmnu celebrate this, day, in- anymhm: matmer

. then the Fewes were commanded to doe.thofe? ' Did

-you ever know-any yule game fuffered thereupon?
. Was it notas rchgmuﬂy and devoutly kept, byt 1ear

- ingthe-word, receiving the Sacrament, offering. up.

the Sacrifice-of thankigiving for Chrifts comming
into the world,and relieving his poor members, as

. _ever- you did any Sabbath-day in the year ¢ Nay, I
wn&l affirmethat you never heard any Harp- or Violl

Ird. 50' Ia. - :
: - our chiefe work was to remember; aswe nght the

- wark of the Lord thereupon, and the eperatzon of by

John 1..

~Pfal. 1-118.‘2'4

in our Feafts uponthatday (asthe, Jewes had )-but -

bsrds, that as this day the Word was made flelb | and

-dwelt among ws, and we [amw bis glory, as the g‘lor_y of the

onely begorten Sonne of God, upon the: morning of this.
day, bteakmg out in darknefle, he making the day bis

- owne, by beingborne. thereupon, we wxlleheref@te_

Pllxim;pOt- .
- 'tage, and
+Minc'd Pies.

be glad ‘and rejayeeinitl v .-
“As for_our Plum-pettage, and t.ﬂiwced.-l’ze! fland.

| ofF and doe not let them trouble you, we dare ¢at,

makmg no queftioa for confrience fake, becaufe our

ftomacks are (krengthoed by that forecited pieceof
- invitation, Nebem. 8. vo. Eat the fat, and arink the
[weet, And Brethren, though youwill:notput yout
- :Spoons.into aur.Platter, yetgive me leave toreacha

‘Spaon-full-of inftru&ion to your fouls; from:our

- 1L Pieand Rogtage, that you wonld endeavour tojbire.

mQ“Ih :who makes the fame ufe of, and raifeththe

»and Jee bow. fmqt owr Lord Fefus &' Doe

lth usin the maine ofour: Fea ng which is, totaffe

Je not you ety
bape now, if youdae,: StoPan iwﬂ! flopyour

fon frmg, the unleavened Bmd that the.
i ]ewes-f;}

. V, ¥ ) . , R
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Jewes ufed.in ghe: Pafleover; a:Cor; 5.9, 8. ‘Parge Gl
aut thereforetbegld loavens sbab yiumay e s new lymp, -
“#5 you are unleavened,. for.even Christ our. Paffeover .
¢ crucified for us: Thevefore let. us keep the Feal2, nor
with eld leaven, nor tbe leavehiof malice and wicked-
‘neffe, but with the unleavened. bread of fincersty and.

truth, Behold two fixble doctrines; one:of Eaffer, the
other of Chréfimas,both raifed from the viands, -

- Asfor qur Basesiand Rofemary, and other green .
RN e onde o fee benla oo DBaies, and
trimmings of our.Churches, and houfes; truly’ Bre. Rofermary.

tbren, we doe, andmaydoe ity by the fame warrant
thatthelfraclites in the Feaff of Tabernacles, Neh. §:
16, did goe out ro the Mountaine, and fetcht O/ive, .
Myrtle; and Palme branches, toadotne theitBooths

‘withall,they are as fignificant asthefe ; ‘their Booths
fotrimmed-up with thofe Branches, and buift in the
ftreets, according to.Gods command, fignified, and
put. them. éntiminde. that they were' 'Pilgrims 1a the
Wildernefley. andthat'their Fathers dwelcin Tabers
nacles: So.dsotr meat vhich is inore: chivice then
‘atother times, pmys us inmind onthatday of Chrifts

finlefle humanity; -and oirr ftrony drink of his {piri-
tuall. confolation: -So.our: Churches and Houfes,
decked yuith Bojesand Rofemars;Heliie, a6d Tvie sud

~other Plants:which-are aluvayes greeny Winter and
~Summer, fignifie,.and putusin mindeof his Dicty, -

that the, Child;that. povv.vvas borng;was Godand .

Man,; (lionld:ifpring :up likd weendet plane,‘hould -~ -

alvvayes bajgmenand fdurifisivgoqnd live forever. .

-more. Therefore thus the Spoufeentertainsher Be-

loved, vvhofeBedisalvvayes grees, Cant.x. 16, and -

dhevves. JefuiGhrifbtoe yefierdayibind to diy, andthe




arrols.

Peut. 32,

Conclafion,

Objettions Anfwered.

As for our Sosgs and (arrols, Brethren, they are
colle@ed and compofed out of the Scriptures, con.

taine matter of inftruction, and edification, they im- |
plant the hiftory and benefits of Chrifts Birth,in the |
minds of poor,ignorant people s and oftentimes he
is taken by a Song, that will flyea Sermon. Such
Songs are like the Song of <Mofes, which learned by
heart, put the people in mind of what God hath done
for them, as upon that day, and fuch are moft ﬁtting
for the time, andwe hiave an order for them, under
St. ‘Panls owne hand, Col, 3. 16. Let the word of Chyift
daell tn you vichly, 12allwi(dome, teacbing and admo-
nifhing one anothery in Plalms, and Hymns and Spiri-
tuall songs, [irging with grace in yeur hearts to the Lord,
Rrethren, remember what the King faid to thofe
men whowerebid to the Marriage of his Son, and
would not come, but went about their Husbandry,
and other occafions, Not one of thefe [ball talte of my
Supper, &c. The Day ot Chrifts Birth, was the day o!
the Marriage of the Son of God, when the two na
tures formerly hand-fafted in the Conception, werc
now declared for ever Married, never to be fevered,
that Marrirge-day is annually to be kept by us in re-
membrance. I invite you alf againft the next yeare,
ifyou willnot come, 1 cannot force you, I'leave you
to the comming of the Bridegroome, and then vou
thall know whether you (hall taft of his Supper.

1 will fay no more, but that notwithftanding all
your pettifh oppofitions, this truth (hall ftand fted.
faft, That,

The 35. day of Deceméber ought annually to be
kept holy asa Feftivall, and Thankfgiving day, byall

Chriftt




Co;zclu/' on.
logae

pii docFores : Sic webius COnfuetudo, atqs Ufus in emnibus,

& omnium locorum, &' Genvium ecclefiis receptus, ¢y ap-,

probatus confirmat ( Addo) Sic deniqy Miracula,

Stc deceny Sacrie litere s jic Patres : Sic mﬂr: feculi

‘Chriftians 3. let thc Learned Z.mdm fp.ak the Ep,-.-

So much the Scriptures teach, fo much the Fa- =

thers, fo much theholy Do&our; of our dayes; In a

‘word, The ancient ufe and cuftome, received and ap-

proved in all the particular Churches of all places |
and Nations, docapprove and maintaine fomuchas B
hath been fpoken and (letme adde) fo much the

| foremenuoned r.MzmIcr.
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Now be tlmt i wnju Bﬁ let bzm be mzju[t' ﬂzl] andbe }

that is filty, let bin

efilthy fiill 5 he tﬁatnzgnordnt .

let " hims be- zgnonmt jizll But be tbatrs boly, let l:mz be'\' - |

holy fHill.

Behold be- come.r‘ quic b, 5 and lm rcward is wztb bm L

to give every man according to Im worke to then: both o

that doe and doe not S

‘Pm @te m’*{Die” fzto”.' S

-»ﬁ ‘Tzll tbm grace x:md peace be to all tbe,;; tlmt 107,9 'oﬂr f "'.

: Lord jefwcbrzﬁ mi mcerzty nd tbe day af lm a ppearmg




