O3ITILRR

CHRONICLE
of

fome of the principal events
in the

TLirr, WORKS, and Trmes

of
JOHN SELDEN.

Antiquary, Philologist, Heraldist, Linguist, Jurist, Statesman, &c.

€ Probable or approximate dates.

A Life of Selden doeg not exist: to the great reproach of the Lawyers
All accounts of him are etches.,
Few of Selden's many works have been mentioned here, for want of space.

A list of them is given It Dr. Aikin's Life of Selden, pp. 197-9. £d. 1813,
1658. flog. 17. Blisabeth beging 0 veigw.
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Joun Snrpzn, the glory of the English nation, as
Hugo Grotius worthily stiles him, son of John Selden,
by ar%aret his wife, the only daughter of Thomas
Baker of Rushington, {descended from the Lnightly
family of the Bakers in Kent) was born in an_obscure
village calied Salvington near to Terring a market town
in Sussex. His father . . . . was a sufficient plebeian,
and delighted much in music, by the exercising of which
he obtained (as 'ds said) his wife, of whom our famous
author Jo. Selden was born on the 16th of Decemb. 1584,
Wood, Atk, Oxon. iil. 366, Ed. 181%.

The birthplace of John Selden is Salvington, a hamlet
of the parish of West Tarming, in the county of Sussex.
Farring is about two miles from Worthing. ., . The
cottage in which he was born still remains. It was then
known as Lacies, being the residence attached to 2 farm
of about eighty-one acres, The date of 160t is upon its
front. G. W, Yoheson. Memoirs of Fokse Selder,
B2 33 34 Hd. 1833, \

1584 John, the sonne of John Selden, the minstrell,
was baptized the 2oth day of December/ ﬁaﬂ_‘.&‘ls Register
of West Tarving.

Besides John there were two younger sons, who died
infants, and a daughter, who married to & John Bemard
of Coring in Sussex : by whom she had two sons and
four daughters. They appear to have remained in humble
situations. Fehkssos, p. 36.

He was ‘instructed in grammar learning in the Fres
School-at Chichester, under Mr, Hugh Barker of New
College [Oxford}.’ Wap:a’, edesnt,

On the inside of the lintel of his birthplace and home
“is carved a Latin distich, said to have been composed
by Selden when only ten years old, . . . The following
literal copy made at the time of a personal inspection
{in August 1834] is submitted to the reader’s judgement.

GRATVS Honeste MIH' NO clavDar INITO SEDRB'

FVR ABEAS: NO SV FACTA SOLVTA TIBL
The last character of the first line is somewhat impetfect.
It probably was intended as a contraction of ‘que.’ In
this case the literal translation is * Honest friend thou
art welcome to me, I will not be closed, enter and be
seated. Thief! begone, 1 am not open fo thes®™
Fohuson, idem.

b

i



4

Ap Oxford.

CHRONICLE.

1660, Mich. term, By the care and advice of his schoolmaster, Seldes
ast, 135, entérs Hart Hall, Oxford: and is ‘committed to the
tuition of Mr. Anthony Barker, one of the Fellows,’
brother to his schoolmaster, by ¢ whom he was instructea
in logic and philosophy for about three years, which
with great facility he conquered.” Wood. idems.
¢ Gir Giles Mompessen told me, that he was then of
that house, and that Selden was a long scabby-pol'd boy
but 2 good student.! Awbrey MSS, guoted in Bliss's
: Edition of Wood; uit supra,
abos.  t. 17, Becomes a member of Clifford’sInn,

1603, $2ar. 94. Sames ¥ suceeehs to the Gughish cvobon.

x604. May. Removes to the Inner Temple. ** His chamber was
#¢. t9. in the Paper buildings which looke towards the garden,
.« 4. . . Staire-case, uppermost story, where he had a
Hittle gallery to walke in.  He was quickly taken notice
of for his learning."—dwubrey MSS., idem.

After he had continued there a sedulous student for
some time, he did by the help of a strong body and vast
memory, not only run through the whole body of the
law, but became a prodigy in most paris of lea,min%,
especially in those which were not common, or little
froquented, or regarded by the generality of studenis
of his time. So that in few years his name was
wonderfully advanced, net only at home, but in forveign
countries, and was usnally stiled the great dictator of
leamning of the English naton. .

Te seldom or never appeared publickly at the bar,
{tho' a bencher) but gave sometimes chamber-counsel,
and was good at conveyance, -

He had a very choice 1ib of books, as well MES.
as printed, in the heﬁmniu of all or most of which he
wrote either in the title, or Jeaf befove it, xepd wavrde 1ipr

and living chiefly in the Inner Temple.

wrHing,

Studying,

drevepiav! ABOVE ALL, LIBERTY; to shew, that he

would examine things, and not take them npon trust,

Wood., Fdems.

[Dr. Bliss, on this, says, I shall take leave to render

the words ABOVE EVERY THING, LiBERTY |

That is, liberty is dearer to me and more desivable than

ev% other blessinfg' even than life itself: a sentiment

wo IJ not only o éclden, but of every one who calls

himeelf an Englis! P Wood, Tdem.

He was solicitor and steward for the Enxle of Kent.——
Awbrey MSS, idems, , ]

1607, i, 22, He ug’lisheshisﬁmtworkAuafccthﬁ to-Britannicon.

1613, wmE, 3Y. I-i)e furnishes Drayton with notes to the first 18 Chap-
tery of his Polyolbion published the next year. .

1654, @t 39. He publishes Tidles {}/ Hongur, *his largest English,
and in the opinion of Usher, his Dest work.—Foksmsos,

tdens.
1619, mt. 33, He publishes De Diis Syris, Synlagwmala duo! a
history of the Idol deities of the Old Testament.
1b18, %, 33, [Preface dated Apr. 4.] Selden publishes The Hislorie
of Tithes, that is, Lhe practiceof g:zmngt of them. The
Positive lwws mads [for the opinions fonchi
the right of them., erenpon a neediess ecclesiasti
uproar arises. Selden tells us ¢ Having at length . . .
composed it, § committed it to the cemsure of one that
had the power of Jicensing ¢ for the press. 1 left it with
him, amFt)o his own time, and without so much as an
further request from me to him. He sentittome He




Ta troublé about his Historie of Tithes,
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with éfe est, and subicviption of kis name, Then was
it printed, and until it was wholly printed, 1 never had
the Jeast expression of any dislike to it from any man
that had any axtkerit: or)‘powtrqf command, either in
the sfate, or in the chkured.—Omna cgem, ik, u];s:.
Peg. The king, who had no knowledge of Selden but through
the misrepresentations of his courtiers, summoned him
by his secretary, Sir Robert Naunton, to appear, with
his worlt, at the Palace of Theobalds, ‘I’ says Selden,
‘being then entirely a stranger to the court, and known
personally there to & very few, was unwilling to go thither
uwnaccompanied,’ and co uently he obtained the attend-
ance of his old friend and fellow-templar, Edward Hey-
:war_d. of Reepham, in Norfolk, and of Ben Jonson,
s‘aldcn two conferences with Xing James at Thee-
bald's, and one at Whitehall, and bears testimony in
several parts of his afterwritings to the abilitp gnd
courtesy of his Majesty.-{ Foksnson p%{&‘éé&) g
#61g. Jan. 28 Selden however 18 cit fore the igl mmission
mt. 84. Court at Lambeth Palacs. One of his opponents, Dr.
Richard Tillesley, Archdeacon of Rochester, in his
Animadversions upon My, Selden's History of Tyihes
ard hic Review theveof, 3nd Edition, 162y, trumpbantly
quotes the following ;- . .

His submission because he denieth to haue beene ix
the Hiﬁ;}i Comrmnission Conrt, and for that in my Awrswere
¥o kis Pamphiet it is not go perfitly related, may it please
thee Reader, here to reade it whole out of the Registry
of that Court.

Vicestno octawo die Mensts Yanwariy, Anno Domind
inrta Computaiionans Ecclesie Anglicana 1618, Covam
Reuevendissimo tn Christo patve, Domine Georgis, gro-
widertin divina Cantwariensi Avchiepiscopo, fotius
Anglie Primate ef Metvopolitane, Tohanne London,
Lawcelot Winton, et Tokanne Roffern, eadem fdeniia
vuspeciind Episcopis: fohanne Hennel, Willielwio Bivd
et Georpio Newman, Miitibus, in Manerio Avchis-
Blscopali a Lambehith in Comitats Survey, fudi-

claliter sedentibus: pravents Thoma Mottershed,

Officium Dowénorum contra lohanngwe Selden dy
Taderiori Templo Londen, Avrmigerms.

This day appeared personally Jokm Seldens Esquire,
and made his submission all vader his owne hand wrting,
touching the publication of his Booke entituled The Hss-
fory ﬁf Tithes, Swb benore vevborum seguente.

“My Lords, I most humbly acknowledge my
errour, which { haue committed in publishing the Hisfory
&f Tithes, and especially, in that I have at 21l by shewin,
any interpretation of holy Scriptures, by medling wit
Councels, Fathers, or Canons, or by what elsesoeuer
gccurres in it, offered any occasion of ment against
any right of Maintenance Jurw Dinino of the Ministers
of the Gospell: Beseeching your Lordships to receive
this mﬁcnuous_ and humble acknowledgement, together
with the vnfeigned protestation of my griefe, for that
through 1t I haue so incurred both his Maiesties and

our Lordships displeasure conceined against mee in the

halfe of the Church of England. —fokx Selden.”

The High Commission Court suppress his book.

This € nsage sunk 5o deep into his stomnach, that he did

tarum,’ to introduce him to the king, . . . -
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never after affect the bishops and clergy, or cordially
approve their calling, tho' ma.n{Vways were fried to gain
him to the church's interest.'—Hoad, idews.

Selden's father dies. )

About this time finishes his work on the Sovereignty
of the sea, Mare Clausum, sen de Dominio Maris in
answer to Grotius' Mare [berum. Not published dll
1634. For history of this book, see Foksson, pp. 20f-310,

Dr. Richard Mountagu—afterwards Bp. in succession
of Chichester and Norwich—publishes his Déatvibe v
the fivst lﬁart of the lats History of Tythes. King
James tells Selden ¢ If you or your friends write anything
against his [Dr. M's] confutation, I will throw you into
prison—Mare Clausum, Sese Opera Omnis, il 1438,

Kin%{lames' lasg Parliament. Selden first appearance
in the House, as M.P. for Lancaster, See John Forster's
admirable Life aéfSt‘r‘ Fokn Eliot, London 1864, for the
best account of Selden’s early Parliamentary career,

Selden is chosen Reader of Lyon's Inn.  He refuses
the office thrice. .

The Benchers’ displeasure is thus recorded in their
Register. *‘The masters of the bench, taking into con-
sideration his contempt and offence, and for that it is
without precedent that any man elected to read in
chancery has been discharged in the like case, much
less has with such wilfulness refused to read the same,
have ordered that he shall presently pay to the use of
this house the sum of twenty pounds for his fine, and
that he stand and be disabled ever to be called to the
bench, or to be Reader of this house."—¥ohwusesn, p. 1xi.

1686, #Ear. 7. @haerles €. beromes Ring,
1626, Feb.6~-June  King Charles' second Parliament. Selden is veturned

for Great Bedwinin Wilts. During the session is en-
trusted with the gth and sth articles of the Impeachment
of the Duke of Buckingham.

King Charles' third Parliament. Selden is member
for Ludgershal. Takes part in the preparation of * The
Petition of Right.’

He and others are imprisoned for several months.

6Thc Benchers of Inner Temple vescind their order of
1624, .
Selden is elected a Bencher of their Inn,

The Earl [of Kent] died in 1639, withouteissue, and
from that time Selden appears to have made the family
mansions at Wrest in Bedfordshire, and White Friars in
Londoen, his places of residence. Aubrey says he mar-
ried the Countess Dowager, and that ‘he never owned
the marriage with the Gountess of Kent till after her
death, upon some lawe account. He never kept any
servant peculiar, but my ladie’s were all of his command ;
he lived with her in (Edibus Carmeliticis (White
Pryers) which was, before the conflagration, a noble
dwelling. He kept a plentifull table, and was never
without learned company.’—Awdrey MSS.

The Long Parliament assembles. Selden sits for
Oxford University. For hisshare in public transactions,
see John Forster's two works published in London 1860,
The Grand Remonstrance and The Asvest of the Five
Members,

The King being half-minded to dismiss the Lord
Keeper Littleton, commands Hyde and Lord Falkland
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In the Civil War, both parties seek him: e inclines to the Par!
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g0 report whether Selden should be offered the Great
Seal, Their report was : © They did not doubt of Mr.
Sélden's Affection to the King, but withal they kaew
him so well, that they concluded, he would absolutely
vefuse the p{nce, if it were offerd to him. He was in
years, and of a tender constitution; he had for many
yrears cnjoyed his case, which he loved; wasrich; and
would not have made a Journey to Yord, or have layn
out of his own bed, foxr any Preferment, which he had
never affected."—Clavendon, Hist. of the Hebellion. Bk.
1v. 448, £d. 1503,
itelock in his Memorials, tells us: “ Divers Mem-

bers of both Houses, whereof | was one, were Members
of the Assembly of Divines, and had the same Liberty
with the Diviaes to sit and debate, and give their Votes
in any Matter which was in_consideration amongst
them : In which Debates Mr, Selden spake admirably,
and confuted divers of them in their own Learning. And
gometimes when they had cited a Text of Scripture to
prove their Assertion, he would tell them, Periaps in
sour istle Pocket Bibles with gilt Leaves {which the
would often pull out and read) #he Translation may
thus, but the Greek ov the Hebrew, s ifies thus and
£hus; and so would totally sitence them."—p. 13, Ed.apa.

On the presentation of Philip, Count of Pembroke 1
Selden's amanuensis, Rev, Richard Milward, becomes
Rector of Great Braxted, in Essex. He holds this living
untit his death, Newcowrt Reperiorium, it. gu, £d. 110

1645, Apr. @t 6o, Is one of a joint commission of both houses to ad-

minister the Admiralty.

1s elected Master of Trinity Hall, Cambridge: but
declines it. .

The House of Commons votes those meumbers -
prisoned in 1628 * for OF ressing the illegalities of that
time,’ 4gc00 each. Se J’m is believed to have oaly
accepted one-half,

“The Countess Dowager of Kent dies in White Friars.
Rev, ¥, Granger. Biogr, Hist. i 375, Ed. rps, She
%ﬁpoinmd Selden her executor, and bequeathed to him

e Friary House, in White Friars. Fohnsom, idem.
The opinon that he then and thus attained his chief
riches is contradicted by the fact that he was reputed a
vich man in 1643, .

He would tell his intimate frends, Sir Bennet
Hoskyus, &ec., that he had nobody to make his heire,
except it were a milk-mayd, and that such ‘rcople did
not know what to doe with a great estate. Aworey MSES.

Selden makes his wilt {printed in Omnia Opera, 1.1k
Ed. 17126.) He leaves the bulk of his p;‘?‘pcrty, esti-
mated at £40,000, to his four exccutors; Edward Hey-
ward, Esq., Matthew Hale |afterwards Lord Chief
{t‘ljstice of the King's Bench), John Vaughan (afrerwards

rd Chief Justice of the Common Pleas), and Rowland
Jewks the elder.  Aubrey says: " He intended to haue
given his owne library to the Vaiversity of Oxford, but
received disobligation from them, for that t_he?‘/ would
not lend him some MSS, wherefore by his will he feftit
to the disposall of his executors, wha gave it to the Bod-
leian library at Oxom. . ... He would write some-
times, when notions cane into his head, to preserve
them, under his barber's hands, When he dyed, his
barber sayd he had a great mind to know his will,’ Fox,'
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%d' he, *1 never lmew a wize man make s wise

; | 1654 Nov. go. =t. 69. John Selden dies at White Friars, of A
+ Dec. 14. Is ﬁ.’agniﬁccn_tly buried in the Temple m His
executors ‘invited all the iament men, all the
benchers, and great officers, the judges had mours.
ing, as also an sbundance of persons of qual’isy.' Arch.
bishop Usher preached his fineral seymon, vod, idese,

We maBy adduce the testimony of three contemporaries s~

3. G. Berkeley, Earl of Berkeley, in his Historical Agplications and ccce-
sional Meditations spon several m]?'ta_t:. Written by @ Povson of Honoup,
London 1640, p. 13, gives us the follo
Qur Learned Selden, before he dyed, sent for the most Reverend Axch-Bishop
Veker, and the Rev. Dr. Langdarue, and disconrsed to them of this purpose;
That Ke Aad su d most past o t}iemehﬁ'z‘ﬂatwammg t)‘wsz
Aen ; that ke Aés Study fullof Books and Papers of most Subsects in 2
wovld : yetat that tine ke could not vecollsct any passage out of infinits Books
and Manuscripts ke was Baster of, wokevein ke conld Rest his Soul, savs out
of the Holy Scriptures ; whevein ihe weost vomarkable passage tRat tny most
spom Ay spiref was Titus i, 2y, 19, 13, ¥4,

2. E.Hyde, Lord Clarendon, inhis Autobiography, written about 2o years after
Selden’s death, gives the following chacacter of him, in which may be traced
admiration for his character and abilities ; and regret, it may be sneering re-
sentment, at his choosing the side of the Parliament in the C{v:l War,

“Mr, SeLDEN was a Person, whom no Characier can flatter, or transmig
in any Expressions equal to his Merit and Viriue; He was of so stupendous
Learning in all Kinds, and in ali Languages (as may a&pear in his excellent
and transcendent Writings) that a man would have ought He had been
entirely conversant amongst Books, and had never spent an Hour but i
Reading and Wntinié yet his Humanity, Courtesy, and Affubility wassuch,
that He would have been thought to hayve been bred in the best Courts, g
that his good Nature, Charity, and Delexﬁbt in doing good, and in communi-
cating all He knew, exceeded that Bre ing 3 His %fl e in all his Writings
seems harsh and sometimes obscure ; which is not wholly to be imputed to
the abtruse Subjects of which He commonly freated, out of the Paths trod
by other Men; but to a little undervaluing the Beauty of a Stile, and too
much Propensity io the Language of Antiquity: buf in his Conversation
He was the most clear Discourser, and had the best Faculty in making hard
Things easy, and presenting them to the Understanding, of any Man that
hath been known. ~ Mr. Hyds was wont to say, that He valued himself upon
nothing more than upon {avin had Mr. Selden's Acquaintance fom the
Time He was very young ; and held it with ¢ Delight as long as The
were suffered to continue together in Z ; and He was very mu
troubled always when He heard him blamed, censured, and reproa hed, for
staying in London, and in the Pagliament, after They were in Rebeltion, and
in the worst "Times, which his Age obliged him to do ; and how wicked soever
the Actions were, which were every 93; dene, He was confident He had
not given his Consent to them; but would have hindered them if He could
with his own Safety, to which He was always enoel.agh indulgent, If He had

ith other Men, they were weighed down with wonderful and

Death,

some Infirmities wi
prodigious Abilities and Excellencies in the other cale.“—-.!’,z%, 16, Ed. 1459

3. Rev, Richard Baxter, in his Additional Notes on the g'/&p and Death of
Siv Matthew Hale. K¢, London 168a. P 40, thus writes ;-

“1 know you are acquainted, how greatly he {Sir M. Hale] valued Mr.
Selden, being one of his Executors; his Books and Picture being still neay
him. 1 thmi it meet therefore to remember, that because many Hobbiste
do veport, that Mr, Selden was at the heart an Infidel, and inclined to the
Opinions of Hodbs, ¥ desired him [Sir M. Hale] to tell me the truth herein
And he oft professed o me, that Mr., Seldos was a resolved gerious Christian 3
and that he was a t adversary to Hobbs his errors ; and that he had seen
him openl’y opposem 50 earnestly, as either to depart from him, or drive
him out of the Room ¥
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