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REFACE

| THAT I am, as it were, compelled to

appcar in Print, is no very pleafing

Thing, to Me, who have ncither SkiZ,
nor Leifure, nor Library fufficient, to difcuis
thofc niccr Points of Chronology, which have
puzzled che greateft Wits ot the Laft and
Brefcne Age. |

Howcver mv own Zuclination, and the Daty
I owe to the Offce I am in, induce Me to
fay fomcthing, by way of Anfwer, to thofe
petty Reflefiions, and more {ly Infinuations,
of Mr. B ~d's long-cxpected and
much-applauded Pcformance.

Now before I remark upon any particular
Paflages cither of his Sermom or Appendix, 1
think My felf obliged to fatisfy the World,
of the Occafion of this seealefs Controverfy.

On Chrifimas-Day 1729, Mr. B d,
being defignedly, or accidentally to preach
8 Leclure in his own Church, made it his -

Bufincfs 1 fuit his Difcourfe to the Solem.-
ney
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Z.bi abroad, tiil afccr 1 had: heard the Fore of

(6)

nity of the Day. But then, as if confcious
of the Mifchief of fo doing, He laid Himi{cif
out to decry #@his own Pra@ice, together
with that of the whole Chrifiss Church. His
Performance was looked on by his credulous
Hearers as an unanfwerable Argument againft
the Charch of Englam{ in particular ; infomuch
that Seme of his grcateft Admirers did fyc-
quently and loudly upbraid the Members:of
my Church, even in the very Strects, with
fuch Tauntings as thefe : —— What 5 ée-
conse of your Chriftmas- Day mow ;.for Mr.B-—-d
bas proved it to be Nothing elfe but an Hea-
thenifh Rioting ? Wil you never have
done with your Popifb Ceremonies, that you
muft haveFour or Five Days rusming, to obferve,
what Mr. B d has made out to be wo fuch
Zhing as Tou pretend > - Thefc and other
unfeemly Scofings made the Generality of my
Hearers uncafy, and brought divers and hoyge-
ly Complaints to my Ears. In fhorr, I was
forced, by way of Antidote, and in Order to
repel the Strcam of sheir Infolence, and my.
swn Pcople’s Diffatisfaction, to preach the
following Sermox. After I-had done fo, I
was urged, by Many of my Congregation, to
print it immediately ; tho' Qthers called on
Mec to publith my Sermow on Cbrifimas-Day
filt. Indced I was fo far from yiclding to
either, that 1 did not;confept to the fending:

my
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my Pefiry. 1 told 'em then, as 1 did now,
that T was truly fenfible of my Incapacity
for ftaring thefe Points nicety, and in fuch
Manner a8 They fully reqaircd. 1 alfo ma
nifefied my flacknefs in this Affair, by affur-
ing Them orce and again, that I would do
Nothing thercin, cither without their Con-
fent, or at my ewn Expence. Upon this, the
Management was committed to a certain
Perfon, who é{urpo[cly never exerted Himfelf
it the Collection. It is now almoft a Year
and Five Months fince the Talk of this Mat-
ter, except in a continued Threatning of
fome elabsrate Lucubration; but it would no
more have pafled beyond Marblebead, had not
Mr. B-- d furprized us all with the
Publication of his Sermon and Appendix.

“The chief Defign of this Preface is, to cfta-
blith, what I have declared in my Sgmon,
and therefore I do not look upon Myfelf,
obliged to follow his obfcure and inconfiffent
Chronology ; np farther than to prove his
Poftulata abfurd and impoffible : For if the
Foundation be unfound, all that is builc there-
on-muft be ruinous and unfafe.

"To begift wWith his Sermon; Here ¥
anr litcle concerned titl P. 27, becaufe the
Points, He had urged before, were general,
and fach as Himfe acknowledges to have
reccived from Dr. Prideaux. However I'thall
- | ‘ take
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take the Liberty to reprehend Him in fuch
Paflages, where 1 think he deferves it.

- In P. 2, Iam forced to take Notice of
that 7autology in Him, which my innate
Candour ‘would let pafs in Awether; for
what elfc is the Propher flaggai, Ome of the
Laff of the Prophets ? In the fame
Page, I cannot help remarking the Geographi-
cal Skill of the Learned Mr. B— —d; for
what Coalefcence is there between Perfia and
Greece > Hc had forgot thofe adjacems or
intermediate Countrics of Cilicia, and the
Lefler Afia, but above all Egypr: in each
whereof were vaft Numbers of fews; but
few, if any, in Greece. ——  Thefe may fecm
to be Cavils, unbccoming a Man of good
Nature, and beyond the Controverfy in Hand
to Perfons unacquainted wich the fevere and
oftentatious Mr. B——d _

P.s. If I undcrftand the Divifer of a
Sermon, Mt. B d has miffed it in b ;
for He has created Three Hcads out of Ose.
His Propofition fhould have ftood thus :

There are feveral Things obfervable in the
Words of my Text ; but the Propofition which
I (hal more particularly take Notice of, to
difcourfe o, at thu Time, is; (ot, fhal be:)

* Thke Birth or Incarnation of Fefus Chrift, the
T SemofGed |
Now

iiniaiteiuniall




Now bere I fball confidery

1. Firf}, The Manner, or, (as He phrafes
it ) Zhe Gertainty of this Birtb,

II. Secondly, The Time, ——— And,

III. Zhirdly, The great End and Defign
thereof.

Accordingly He fhould have fubdivided ;
for I appeal to all Men of fufficient Undet-
{tanding, whether his Two Laff Propofitions
can anywife, without Incorrenefs, be re-
moved and disjoyned from  his Firff, on
which They fo abfolutcly and evidently de-
pend. Here 1 may fairly and juftly ask
Him, for Reafons beft known to Himfelf ;
Who can make Sermons now > Does He thus
fudy to fhew Himfelf approved ante God, a
Workman that needeth mot to be afbamed,
rightly dividigg the Word of Trath ? —————
Befides This, 1n his General Propofition, He
confounds thofe Two diffind Points of the
Incarsation and Birth of Our Blefled Savionr,
by placing 'em as One: Herein varying from
{ the currencLanguage of the Primitive Charch,
{ which always diftinguithed thefe Two, as
{ feparate Articles of Faith. And if Mr. B——4
had had any Regard to the Chriftian Creeds,
He could not have forgot, that in Them it

Ladl s TR I ittt cnm dutmad
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is afferted of Jefus Chrift, that. He was Jcar:
mate ot thc Haly Glzo/}, and Born of the Vzrgm
war

IS o
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Hcrd he fills inco ‘che contrary Ex-
trcmc ofObicunty, and lcavmg his former
1o hafty Bicviey-attempts the Jopg Pcriod; - by
[ which Means He firft writes down, and af-

S werwards wprines, ‘what 1 fhall deem ither
' Nonfenfe or Abfurdity. His Words arc
.. For when Jofeph and Mary had travelled fram
i Nazareth'to Bethlehem, to be taxed or enroled,
1 [ They feund an empty Inn,and yet took up
1 owith the Stabla; for He tells us afterwards,
! ‘When They bad donc fo, then] that Decree
wf Angaftus, which neceffitated the Fews to re-
“2ére to their own City, ro which They and their
Families originally belowged, bhad brought a great
Concourfe of People to Bethlehem, fo thar the
S dmn, where the Mother of Our Lord tock #p
i ber Ladg: “was fo full, thar [be could have
14 »o. Cowpens cy, [‘becaufe She had miffed: hex
{1 former . Oppartaniry ] anfwergple to her Cir
| wtnBances of fulling into Travail, &c. to ‘the
,, eid of shie Period. It:is true, vhis Language

3 will go.down at Marblebend.very glib!y 3 bk
b then ‘Who would prise it 2

i At P.x1. Tfhould be. glad to kwow what
pa fort of Firgis that mutt be,- who fliall Hrive
o ‘wworhe? Sén. Here Mr. B. d mifikel

ahe Affertion bf the lmter ym, ahd thk

I
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pbet was to takc another Wife that was then
a Virgin, and not the former Prophetefs.

In P. 13. God wil certainly, thould be, God.
would certainly. L .

In P.22. After an Error (as 1 fuppofe)
of the Prefs at the Top, he calls Darius, the
Son of /7iffafpis; whercas He was the Son
of tyflafpes, and mentioned in Fuftin, and
othct Latin Authors, under the Title of
Darius tyfiafpis, to which the Word Filius,
in Imitation of the Greek Idiom, maft be un-
derftood.

And now I am comé to his particular Con-
fideration, which Mas occafioned fo much
Search to the Curzous and Unfleady. -— Here
I muft appologize for fome Paflages of my
own Sermon, which {eem to refer to what he
bad prcached to his Audience. ——  And,
Firft, 1 fhall take Notice of that Expreffion,
Could any of Tow flay oat in One of our fevéhe
Frofts? Thus'it was brought to Me, by One
that is his good Friend and great. Admirer ;
tho' He has thought fit to drop it in the Prin-
ting. And that fome fuch Expreffion had
fcaped his Mouth, appears from the gencral
Remarks, ceonfequent: thercupon, all over
Marblebeaa, of what Perfons had perifbed in
that Neighbouthood, by being overtaken
with the Nighs, in the Severity of Winter.—
So again, was I informed, that He had re-
ﬂcﬁcd ‘upon the Commen-Prayer-Book, for
o o Bz inferting
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inferting that Paflage of, as at this Time,
(which He was reported to exprefs by, as on
this Day,) in the Chriftmas-Collet. But
above all, He has cautioufly left out the
Five ot Six Hundred Tears, during which,
he told his Audience, the Fir# Chriftians
werce ignorant of the Obfervation of Chriftmas-
Day : (Unlefs his Parenthefis, in P. 35. may
be prefumed to take in his former Affertion. )
It was wife fo to do, becaufe he has fince
heard of my Proofs to the contrary. But
what Influence fuch unfteady Flu@uating will

‘have upon his Pcople, I leave Himfelf and

the World to judge. Efpecially, when He
afterwards patches This over with a perkaps,
that the Church of Romz ( which indeed was
at that Time the Glory of the Chrifian World)
might be moved to convert the Pagan Fefl:-
vals to a Chriffian Ufc. And fince He
is fo plump, chat this Ufage was frfly ( as
He exprefles it ) introduced by the Roman
Church, 'tis great Pity, he did not deliver
down the exalt Time of its Introdu@ion,

and under what Bifbep, or by whofe Decretal,
it had firft obrained.

At P. 29 & 30. He talks very confidently
of the exa& Age of Our Bleffed Lord, both

‘at the Time of his Entrance upon his Publick

Miniftry, and alfo at his Death; and pretends
( I will not fay how wvainly ) to define That,
which has nover yet been made clear by

Arch-Bifhop |
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Arch-Bithop Ufber, Bithdp Pearfon, and even
Dr. Prideanx himfclf. Thus he rakes it for
grantcd, that Our Saviour was exally Thirey
Jears old at his Baptifm ; whereas that Ex-
preflion of the Third of St. Luke never bas
been, nor can be, proved to mean, what he
has haftily drawn from it, Now to try
his Hand at Unravelding, T will propofe to
him Onc Diffculty in this very Matter ; ——
We read in Scriprure, that Fobn Bapeiff was
a Prieft; and that the Priefts never entred
upon their Publick Office till Zhirty Tears
old: We alfo may learn from thence, thac
Our Saviour was Six Mopths younger than
Jobn. Now I prefume that the Bapriff did
not break in upon the fanding Law of his
Nation ; for if he had, he would have gaincd
but little Credit or Refpei? among them. Be-
fides, We do not find This objected to, him,
by thofe Meflengers thar were fent from §e-
rufalem : They™ do not fay, Why then doff
thou enter upon thy publick Chargé before thy
Time? but, Why then Baptizeft Thou, feeing
thow are wot the Chriff @ 1f then John (as he |
fays) entred upon his Miniftry 7wo (or Three)

Years and an Half before Chrif?, it appears
from hence, that Qur Lord was at leaft Zws
(or Three) Years older than Thirty, when
he began' to preach the glad Tidings of the
Kingdom of God, ~ -

I
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In P. 32 He tclls us, that the Roman
Church were ignorant of the true Time of the
Natiuity of Chrift ; whereas St. Chryfoftom
(whofe Authority in a Matter of Fact is far
preferable to Mr. B d's) aflurcs us of
the contrary, in that Paffage quoted in the
L, Zitle-Page. As to his Wifb, in the fame
"il  Page, he may depend upon it, that T wifp the
RE famc ; and thac the vile Rout, and Firing of
() Guns, at Marblehead, on Chriftmas-Day, were

fupprefled by Authority ; and that the fame

Refpec at leaft were paid to that Day, and

the Thirtieth of Fanuary, from his Pcople, as

is given, by Church-Men, to theic 7 hanfgiv-
ing and Faff Days. For our. Feftivals arc
founded upon as good Authority as Theirs
can be ; and if the 4% of Toleration {ccures

Them, from the Pcnalty of the Law, for

not obferving ‘em; fo likewife ought the

Rule of Moderation to fecure us from being

infulted upon their Account ; Except: the

Word Moderation muf} extend. altogcther to

Oxe Party, and be.leoked on and conftrued

as never defigned for the Other.. How. fag

this is Chriftian, ler St. Paul judge ; who calls
npon us, to. jer. qur. Modgration . ke, kuown to

F.ﬂ\m"' A ;o R S

CAr P. 23. He afferts, that the Weekly, Sab~

Zét‘lg has a Diping San@ion ; fo.had the Three

Zimes of my Text ¥ And the fgws Ausharicys
1. which could"aler the Qéfervation of _thc“m{;.
W - pught
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might likewife be influcgced to eftablifh Thar
of the Orhers.

At P. 35. 1 leave all the World to judge,
how cafy it i5, to! prove--any Thing, with
M. B d’s flrong Prefumption ; when he
morc than conjedtures, that there was no
Keeping of Chriftmas, before Dionyfius Exignus
had introduced the Chriftian Ara, An. 527.
How docs This prove it any morc than thac
there was no Xeeping of Eafter, or thc Chri-
fian Sabbath, betore thar Time > Upon fuch
fandy Foundartions does this Gentleman build,
whxch arc ¢afily over-turned by the weakeft
Oppofition. Hc firlt begs the Quetftion, and
then carrics all beforc Him :, Like an Affor
upon the Stage, who forgets his Part, and
fancies he can create Probabilities from the
Larva ; tho' atthe famec Time it ought to be
remembred, that the Pulpit thould ftand clcat
of fuch 7 beatrical Imirations.

In P. 38. You havc another Sketch of Mr.
d's florid Style, in Chriff's refcuing the
World of Mankind (among other Adverfaries)
from the World.

In P. 39. He tells us, thac Chrif's Laws
are to be obferved, and not the Zradizion and
Inventions of ‘Mcn, in the Worfhip of God.
Did the Church of Emgland cver teach or (rac-

tife the contrary > But if hc meahs, and
mean he muft fomething ; ) that the Charc

!ggl State cannot appoing ules of O##er and
Dccenty,

et s e W e Snu e — ha e P -
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Deceney, I am afraid, there will be bur little
Say for his Baptifmal-Covenant: Surcly, the
Comvocation and Parliament at FHome have as
much Right to fanllify our Rites and Cere-
monies, as the Guifes had to iwvent, and Car-
dinal Ricblies to recommend the Scotch fo-
Ierm:} League and Covenant, on which bis de-
pends. | |

In P. 43. We are interefted, thould be, We
be interefted.

At P. 45. He tells bis Audience, that They
have not fo lcarned Chrift, viz. by flying in
the Face of the Holy Saviour, while They pre-
tend to do Him FHowour. Pray, Holy Sir,
Who bave fo lcarned Him > Why is not
their Duty inculcated to Church-Men, who
think themfelves obliged to keep Chrifimas-
Day, as cffeCtually as to Diffenters, who think

themfclves not obliged to it? And
thus I have done with his Sermos. .
To proceed with his Adppendix ; In

examining Tha, 1 fhall firft remack hisBlunders
and Zwcerreéinefs, and then his Aéfwrdities and
Affumingwefs in Chronology.

P. 47. He bere, in the very Ficlt Side of
his Appendix, gives us a broad Hint, that he
had never attained to a full Underftanding
of his Systax. I defire to know what Cafe
my own Difficulty is of ; if it be Nominative,
then and copulates between the Difference

an
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and it : if Accufatiue, theg i¢ has them for
it's Co-Copulate. 1 iuppofe he defigns the
former, becaufe the orber is ftupid Nonfence.
Now, Learned Sir, havc you forgot, or did
you never learn, that Two Nominatives fingu-

. dar require a Verb piural: 1f not, I wonder

the Jong Time you have fpent in the Compofing
your Enguiry had not qualificd you to write
truc Englifh.

In P. 49. We have another Profpect of his
wrengly Dividing ; for he makes the Corolary
of his precceding Argument, One of his
chicfeft Propofitions: ‘He chus marks it,

II. The Time of our Saviour’s Death, &c.

P. 53. Here is the fame Blunder again of
a Verb fingular inftead of a plural, which I
leave Him to find out: As alfo thofe Zwe
Synchyfis's of P. 34 and 52, which I referve
to another Opportunity.

P. 53. After Two Since's, he fays ¢thy ftrong-
ly concludes; from whence we may perceive,
that he had no Regard to the wsumébring any
Thing but the Fulian Period: A farther

Difplay whereof we have in P. 64. where iz

follows after Adowances. —— I am fo weary
of tracing his Incorrefinefs in Expreflion, that
I fhall now, without farther Scratiny, convert
Myfelf to tire examining his #bifowian Chro-

.(’U C 3




(18)

1 was farprized to find Him maintaining
‘Two different Schemes in his Sermox and 4p-
.pemdix, when I came to this Laft; but now
‘eake it for granted, that in his Aafwer to
-Tha, He wifl crdve Icave to ftart a New Syffein
from Sir Ifaac Newton ot Mr. Fobnfon, it cither
* ~of their Chronological Computations fhould in
the mean Time fall into his Hands. For the

very Foundation of his Appendical Scheme s

faife and conjetural.

In P. 49. He takesit for granted (becaufe !

‘Mr. Whiffon and Dr. Whitby have done fb
before him ) that Our Lord was crucified up-
on Friday the Fifteenth of Nifan, and boafts
of the Bvidence of This from all the Evange-
lifts, by afferting, with his ufual Confidence,
%hat this Crucifixion happened on the Fews
Paffover. 1 have compared his feveral Quo-
@ations, and do collc& from thence, that He
thas picked this Bone very flightly ; for the
Evangeliff Jobn has plainly demonftrated, in
his 19th. Chapter at the 31ft. Perfe, that -the

Dady on which Our Lord fuffered, was Hupoxar, |

Tbe Preparation-Day, on which they general-
1y killed the. Paffover ; and confcquently that
e was crucified on Friday the Feurreenth of
‘Nifaw. That Ths was the Day of his Paffi-
;ony appears yct farther from the Fews Con-

eern, left he fhould remain on the Crofs: oh ;';
sh8 Subbath-Day ; ( for that 8abbath-Day was

Ian bigh Day, becaufe the Paffover fell cxadtly
: at
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{ at Our Saviour's Death, on ghe fame Day of
the Week, as the Sabbarh did.) Buc
that which thould makc a Chriffian-Man not
fragular (fuch as Mr!Whifton is well known
to be) in this Parricular, is, the Firft Contro-
verfy that ever happened in the Primitive
Church, ( cven in the very mext Age to the
Apofites ) concerning the Obfcrvation of the
~ Cbriftian Paffover. Yor when the Afraticks
~ contended for its being kepton the Fourteenth
" of Nifaw, and the Wefiern Chriftians, on the
Sunday follewing ; this Controverly was fty-
led the Quarto-deciman, upon this very Ac-
count, bccaufc They All more than fuppofed
our Lord’s Paflion to have happened on the
Fourteenth Day. From hence it appears,
that He muft goto Mr. Hf——— . to procure
. a New Calculation, and havc it made plain ta
a Demonftration, in what Ycar, the Fourteenth
- of Nifas may fall upon a Friday, in Order tQ
' lay the Foundation of his Third*Syftem.
~In P. 0. He aflerts That concerning Our
 Lord's Appearance in publick, which T will
not at prefent make it my Endcavour to dif~
prove ; viz. that there were: Five Paffovers in
~ the Time thcreaf. T beg leave to put in a
- perhaps as well as He; perbaps there were
" Maore, which He will defcry, when he comes
. to calculate Gaod- Friday anew. |
In P. sx. He is very bufy in fuggefting to
| his Readers the l’aﬂ”agecs of Six cxact Momh:.
2

- -
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. ———

{o as to bring back Our Lord’s Baptifm to

the Feaft of Tabernacles, in Order to make
out Four Tears and an Half's Miniftry ; but
in all This he makes but Guefs-Work, except
in affercing with fuch Expofirors as he deals
with, that the Zime of that Baptifm happened
in thc Month Tifri ot September. Now my
Expofitors afflurc Me, that Chriff was baptized
on the Sixth of Fanaary, which Day is there-
forc ftyled by the Holy Catholic Church, The

- Epiphany 5 i. ¢. The Manifeftation : Becaufc

on that Day Chrift was manifefted to St. Fohn
Baptift, by the Spirit's defcending and refting
upon Him. And accordingly the Church of
England hath appointed Jf. 40. concerning the

- Miffion of the Baptift, for the Firf# Leffon of

the Morning-Service of Twelfth-Day, as She
has the Former part of St. Luke's Third Chap-
ser, which cnds with the Baptifm of Chriff,
for the Second. 1 know, Mr. B d does
not value the Teffimony of the Catholic Chyrch
equally with One Pofitive Affertion of Mr.
Whifton's : However I hope he will pay fome
Dcterence to Thofe, of Ammianys Marceliinus,
an Heathen, ( concerning Julian the Apoftate,
about 1400 Years ago S and of Aleas Cyri-
acus, ( an ancient Arabian Affrowomer, and fo
far upon a Level with Mr. Whifton ) who af-

| fures us in his Manufc}ipt, (in the Oxford-

Library) that the Sixth of Famuary was the
Feaft of the Benedidtion of Waters, becaufe on
- ’ that

T e
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that Day Our Blefled Lord was baptized ia
Jordan. (Sec Dr. Hammond, P.86 & §37.)
In p. 54 & §8. Arter his ulual perbaps’s,
doubtlefs's, and I fuppofe’s, he fums it up, that
Herod dicd ina very fhore Time, nay within
a few Weeks, aftct Chrift's Birth. Now the
Abfurdity of his wrong Compuration appears
from thefc Tucidents: That the dppearance of
the Star to the Wife Men in the Eaff, theic
Fourney to Serufalem and Enquiry there, toge-
ther with their paffing from thence to Bethle-
bem, and fecrer Return towards their own
Country ; ‘That the Flight of Fofeph and Mary
into Egypt ; and that che Deffruflion of the
Innocents 5 All happencd within thefe, few
Weeks. As certainly They muft, if Fferod
dicd fo foon ; for not only thefe Events, buc
alfo Herod's Death and Archelaus’s Succeffion,
together with Fefepk's Return out of Egypt,
and Sertlement at Nazarerh, muft at thac Rate |,
have A4/ been brought ro pafs within Forty
Days : For at the Expiration of that Term,

we find Our Lord in the Temple, prefented

( without Fear of@Archelaus) by his Holy
Mother. Docs Mz, B———d confider how

Jong the Fourney between Perfra and Paleftine

muft be2 Has he never read of the vaft and
fcorching Deferts, thro' which thefe Mag:
muft bhave paflfed > His few Wecks would
‘not have fufficed for their Fourney alone, fet-
fing afidc all the other Zucidents; except they

had
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ad been brought, (4s Habbacuc was) by the
air of their Heads. 'Tis Pity, he did nog
thigk upon Zhu; for fuch a perbaps would {
have falved the Difficulty of rclo{ving thig
Obje&tion. Now the Truth muft be,
chat their Arrival happened long afier Mary's
Purific®ion ; for St. Luke ( Chap. 2. ) plainly
~, infinyates, that, in Order to Thi, they weng
' up from Bethlehem to Ferufalem : Which |
1 proves the Coming of the Wife Men mufk %
needs have been after their Return thither,
As to the Returning 1o Nazareth, mentioned
at the 39th. Verfe of that Chaprer ; That (tho
immediately following the Parification-flory)
muft refer to the Ceming our of Egypr, and
canrfot be imagined before the Going thither,
which appears farther upon the whole Re/a-
tion of the Second of Si. Matthew, to have
been from  Bethlehem.  This, together with i
the Lewgth and Fatigue of their Jourusey, ren-
" ders it no improbable Conjecture, that theig
Ceming to Bethlebem, was, (as the Charch come
mcmoratcs it) a Twelve-Month after Chriffs. !
Birth. To which agreeggghat Circumftance |
of Herod's flaying all the Male-Children, from
Iwo Tears Old and yuder ; becaufe, (as St,
- Matthew particularly remarks) He was eraf-
tily inquifitive after the exaff Time of the
Star's Appearance, and gathered from their
Intelligence, thae the child, whofe Greatnefs
he was apprehenfive of, muf} have begn, l:.t
| tng
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the Time of his Enquiry, gonfiderably advan.
ced in Mowths. But letting all 745
pafs, we ate fure, from the moft authentic Re
cord, that Herod did not dic in Novemder ,
for Fofepbus, in his 172h. Book of Antiguities,
chap. 112k, tellifics, that Ferod expired a few
Days before the Paffover : and confequently
Herod's Death happened in March.

As to what he fays afterwards, concerning
Archelaus's Banifbment, in the 37¢h. Year of
the Aétiac Viflory, and his Conjectures in that
Computation, he may improve Them as he
plcafcs; for I have neither Leifare, nor Li-
brary, (as I faid at firlt) to 4.7.P. Him.

Again, A$ to his Jong and wmnecefflary Re-.
marks upon Zacharias's Minifiration, they are
all to no Purpofe, cxcept firft begging the
Queftion, and afterwards running away with
it. His Calculations are all Vapour, as having
no real Bafis to fupport their Evidence. H8w-
ever fince Mr. Whiffon acknowledges the Time
of Zacharias’s Miniffration to fall on the Be-
ginning of September, and with Mr. B d
places greater Confidence in One Fewifb Chro-
nicle than A4 the Chriftian Writings ; T will
try my Hand, and make it my Endeavour, to
find our fairly, at what Seafon, Our Saviour
was borm, according to this Period. Be it al-
Yowed therefore, that Zacharias returned
Home very ‘quickly after He was ftruck
Dumb, and alta that Blifabeth conecived a8
Eo T T T hondy
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on fome Day in December.

( 24 )

fhortly after his Return. Thefe Occurrences
may well be fuppofed ( for why may not I

efs as wcll as He: ) to take up a Week at
fcaﬁ, and fo will bring us to the 1oth, 11th,

or 12th. of September, tor the Time of Elifa-
beth's Conception. Let us carry this Period
Six Monrhs forwards, and then Elifabeth's
Sixth Month (which Mr. B d, againft the
Current of all Antiquity, gocs on to fuppofe
to be Five Months and one Week) will bring
us to ncar the fame Time in March. Again,
Let us reckon Nine Months more, and We
fhall clcarly perceive (unlefs We are refolved
not to fec it ) that Chriff's Birth happened
To fum up all,
Lct our Calendar be duly re@ified from the
Overplus- Mifakes of the Fulian Ycar, and our
Twenty. fifth of December will fall out, at or
very ncar to the Winter-Solftice.  And That
is the Period 1 have fixed in my Sermon for
Qut Lord's Nativity; tor our Zewth or Ele-
venth of December, at the Time of this Birth,
was fo far back as the Zwenty fifth Day :
Which is owing to the Differexce between
the Natural and the Fulian Year, and will
fall right, when the Civil Government think

| fit to redlify, and effablifb it by Law.

I did defign to fay fomething, by Way of
Detellion of Mr. B d's Unskilfulnefs in
Chrowology, concerning that famous Fitreenth
Tear of Tiberins, mentioned by St Luke, in

b —— - - -
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hiis Third Chapter ; Which.is the Period, a-
greed on by all Hands, when Fobu began to
preach the Baptifm of Repentance, and the
Approach of the Kingdom of Heaven : But I
find, He has fhifted Dr. Prideaux, and couch-
cd Himfelf under Mr. Whiffon's Prote@ion.
Therefore T fhall fpare Him at prefent : As I
fhall alfo upon that other Paffage of the fame
Chapter, concerning Jefus's beginning to be a-
bout Thirty Tears of Age. When He has
chofen Whom to abide by, then it will be
Time enough for me, to give Myfelf the
Trouble of making a Scrutiny into his Pofis:-
ons, and not before ; becaufe I have not the

Books by Me. And thus I have done
with his Appendix. '

Marblehead, June sth,
1731
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i‘ DEUT. XVI. 16.

Three Times in a Tear fhall all thy Males ap-
pear before the Lord thy God, in the Place
which He fball choofe :  In the Feaft of Un-
leavened Bread, and in the Feaft of Weaks,
and in the Feaft of Tabernacles : And 1 bey
fball not appear before the Lord Empty.

it » Have the rather chofen to trche
« 1 % upon this Text, becaufe the
§ + Minds of Many are fo blindod
g

that They have looked upon the

Occonomy of the Mofaic Law, as altogether
needlefs and unfundamental. Whereas in Truth
that Difpenfation was wifely defigned to pre-

Page Mankind for Onc more General, and

-

GrH44dS  thro Ignorance or Prcjudice,

!

from
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from the Inftance of a particular People co-
venanting with God, to chalk.out a Path of
Obedience and Duty to the whole. Specics.
Hence it was, that the Apoftle Pau/, in the
Tenth of his Firf? Epiftle, told the Corinthians,
that the Jews were (a) oar Fathers, and thac
their Sacraments were (8) Types or Rough-
Draughts of the Chriftian; Ang hence He ar-
gued, that their Punifhments for Difobedicnce
and Pecrverfencfs were exemplary to us,
~ and Warnings to every QOne flanding upon
this Cbhriftian Foundation, to take Fleed, left
He allo, as well as this People of God here-
tofore, fhould fall (¢). Hence alfo it was,
that the fame Apoftle writing to the Febrews,
after having fieft afcertained this Chriftian to

be the (4) Laff Difpenfation, that fhoyld c- |

ver be revealed from the God of Truth, took
eipecial Care afterwards to fecure the main

Argument; (whjch was irdeed Argumentun

@d Homines ; ) that the Rites and Sacrificcs

of the Fewifk Law, were diftant and lefs per-
fe Shadows of the Chriftian, and (e) Figure; -

¥.chat Laft and Truer Qeconomy.

This was the Reafon, why the Firft Here- ,
ticks (fuch as Palentinus, Cerdo, Marcion, and

indeed the whole Clan of the Gnoftics) would
never acknowledge the Djvire Enaction of
the Mofaic Law : becauie the latter Prophets

?;;V.x (b) 6 (c) 12. (4) Ch. 1. 2. Y(—e) Ci':ﬁ.;."u.
3 | had
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had ftudioufly prefied the Obfervance there-
of, and deduccd a Moral Mcaning, out of -
yery Precept. For fuch an Intcrpretation
would be 3 manifelt Contradi@ion to theig
Schemes and Pradtices, and had a Tendency
to difcover the vain Pretenfions of thefe Men
of Light ; that'their (1) Knowledge did buc
puff up, and laid no Reftraint upon their im-

‘pure and immoral Converlation. To fecpre

this Point tlzé"r‘éforc, togetber with theic wild
Diflincions of the Good and Fvil God, they
wcre forced, with the Mamechees, to rejeét all
the 0/d Teffament, with thic whole Code of
St. Paul's Writings.

Not fo abfurdly did the Pripitive Chrifii-
ans a¢t; who always looked upon and ac-
knowlcdged she Synagogue for the Church's El-
der Sifter, and were glad to imitate her Piety
in cvery Pracdice, which was not mercly
ritual and cgremonial, and confequently ante-
cedent to, and typical of, {fome beteer Perfor-
mance. Hence her Weekly Sabbath & Anniver-
Jary Feafls Were converted by the Charch in-
to foundesr Commemoratiqns, and from KHoer

we have taken up & improyed our folemncr

Liturgies. 1¢ wete endlefg to undertake the
Pro:atg of all This in Oye Sermon, and there-
fore I fhall cake it 'for granted, until called
upon to make it appear, to thofe Perfons,

(f)z .C'or.i&il,:
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4  The Jewitth Oeconomy, o

whofe reftlefs and invidious Srudy it is, o
call every Thing, practifed by our Graver
Church, into Queftion. Therefore, without
farther ncedlefs Difputc or haughty Provoca-
tion, I thall rake upon Me at this Time, to
fev before you Three Things, offered from
thefc Words :

S ST

!

L -Firft, What were the Times and Mean-.
CV - ings of the Fewifb Feafls. |

II. Secondly, The Corrcfpondence of the
Chriftian ¥cafts with Zhefe, —— And,

st K. - e .

III. Thirdly, How far We Chriffians are
affe@ed by this Precepr, and what Ap-
plication We ought to make thergof.

I. Asto the Firft Point, What were the
Times and Meanings of the Fewifp Feafts ;
We ought to take Notice, that there were
More than Three Feafts in the Fewifp Year,
for every New-Moon was fo ; but there were
but Zhree Feaf}s, wherein all the Males of If-
rael were convocated to appear in a Body be-
fore the Lord. Thefe are the Three I imes of
my Text, and diftinguifhed by -

-X. The Featt of Unleavened Bread,
2, The Feaft of Weeks, and

3 The Fealk of Tabernacles ;
Sy | ! €
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To all which T fhall fverally fpeak in
their Order.

1. The Firft of Fhefe, The Feaflt of {/y-
{:avened Bread, wasthe Beginning of the Few-
ifh ¥car, inthe Month 42i4 or Nifan, when
God commanged Them to kill and eat the
Paffover, and (g) by-Night brought Them forth
out of Egypr. This Month was appointed
upon that Occafion to (4) be the Beginning of
Months, and the Firf of their Tear. On the
Zenth Day of this Month it was, that every
Family took .a Lamb, to be kept for Examina-
tion, concerning its being unblemithed, unto
the (i) Even of theFourteenth of the faid Month.
This was called the Paffover- Feaf?, becaufe at
the Rifc of the Ful-Moon, they made
Themfelves ready to depart : Which Depar-
ture was put in Exccution, after the Deftroy-
ing Angel had paffed over their Houfes, find'
inthe fame Night had flain the Firf- Bors of
the Egyptians. This wasalfo (asin my Texc)
called the Feaft of Unleavened Bread ; becaufe
in thcir Hurey they were forbidden ro puc
Leaven into their Dough, and obliged to bind
their Kneading-Troughs among the raft .of |
their Baggage, to tranfport Them together.
This Month 42i5, or Beginning of theip
Year, (according to the beft and.teueft Cal.
@Ry (B Esediiaya, g)6 0 T
o culations)
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culstions) ¥ out'in Mareh, aboat the Time
of the Pernal Equinox, when the ‘Day and
Nighit were Equal; and is fuppofed to be ap-
poiticéd of God, as a New /74 of the Year,
whofe'Beginning, before this AKeration, com-
menced from ‘the Autumnal Equinox, at the
Foaft of Trumpets, in-the Month Tifr? or Sep-
. vamber. Tt was with the Fews, as with Usin
the Charch of Englamd, that:They computed
by “Two Bra's, by an Eciléflaffdcal and a
Civil Year : Their Beclefraftzeal Year com-
menced much aboutthe fame Fime, as Ours,
~ (if duly re@ified) wottld do ;' That is, At the
Time of Equal Day and Night in the Spring,
cxallly Nine Months befote out Mid-winter-
Day. But their Civ7/ Calculation was from
the fuppofed Time of the Creativon in the Faf,
a8 Oars is from the: Beginning-of the-old F«-

Jiaw Year. =

- +This Paffover Feaft of Unleavened Bread,
fo callkd from God's fparing and puafing quer
the Families of 7fraef, and-their cartying forth
Bread Without Leaver for a long Yourney,
was alfo:called the Feaft of FirfF!Prs. And
as k. Pan/, in the Fifrh of the Firff to the
CorMishions, aludes to the former Titles, by
faying, that Chrif, Our Paffover, is facrificed
pﬁ'&, and “therefote thac Wé: Thénid not
Bty e Floly Seafon with Old Ledven ; fo does
He likewife, in.the Fifteesth Chaptes, to this
tter, by faying;thas Chrif i tifen from the

- e Oy G O — e

(engir! Dead,
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Dead, and become the Firft-Fraits of Them that
flept.  Now the Firft-Fruits of the Firff or
Barley Harveft, were to be brought, by God's
own Order, to be waved by the Prieft as an
Hallowing of the Crop, on the (£) Morrow
after the Sabbath next following the Paffover.
And that this Sabbath fell out in'the Paffover-
{ Week, appears from the Computation of the
(1) Pentecoft- Feaft, which is defined in the
Law to commence from that Wave-Offering.
And thus I am led to defcend to fome Ac-
count of the

2. Second, The Feaft of WWeeks. This Feaft
« of Weeks, ot Firft-Fruits of the Second or
| Wheat-Harveft, was fo called from the count-
ing Sevew Weeks completc from the Offering
of the Barley- Harveft to That of the Wheas-
farveft ; whicl) then, and not till cthen, was
permitted to be reap-d, and therefore at the.
Nintb Verfc is mentioned by that Time, when
the Fews thould egin 10 put the Sickie to the
Corn.

This Compurtation of tWeeks from the Mor->
rew after the Fewifb Sabbath; is, (or ought to
be) a fatisfattory Intimation, thatGod in thefe
Laft Days would be worfhipped on a New
Sabbath ; when 0/ Things ( fuch as thefe
Types and Pewifp Rituals) fthould be done
away, and a better Mcthod of computing fuc.
w*

. (k) Lev, 23. 11, ORI '.
o E ceced
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ceed in their Room: The Prophet Feremial

enforces This, in his 234..Chapter at the 7¢5.
and 8¢h. Verfes: Therefore, bebold ! the Days
come, [aith: the Lord, that They Mall no more
Jay, The Lord liveth, which brought up the Chil-
dren of Ifraci, out of the Land of Egypt :  But
Tbe Lord liveth, which brought up, and wbicz

led the Seed of the Floufe of Ifrael out of the |
North-Country. “For this Conftru@ion feems |
caly, and more than plaufible, to any, who |
confider (according to the Purport of the §
x2th. Verfe of the Chapter of my Zexy) !
that thefe Two Former Fcafts were maturally |

and pathetically Commemorations of their
Deliverance from the Egyptias Bondage :
Which, compared with Zhat of the North-
Country, viz. That of Sin and Sazaw, from
which (m) the Lord oar Righteoufuefs hath fet
us free, feems not to bear the lealt Shadow
. Therefore,

3. Tbhirdly, 1 pafs on to fpeak fomething,

concerning the Zhird and Laff Feaft of the E
Fewifh Year, the Feaft of Tabermacles. As the

Two Former were inftituted for the Hallow.
ing their feveral Harvefs; So this Laff wag
3 Thankfgiving for the whole Crop of (»)
the Floor and the Wime-Prefs. And again, As
the Two Former were Commemorations of

-~ .
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- 4 cheir full Redemption from the Bondage of

Egyp?, (from their Fitlt Exod on the Paffover-
| Night, to theig Arrival at Mount Sivai, and
receiving the Law from thenee éxadtly Fifry
{ Days after;) So this Laf Feaft was to
 commcmorate their ‘Fourneying to and fro in
the Wildernefs, under the fafc Condu@ of an
| Almighty Protector, during Forty Years.

{ Allthefe Feafts werc appointed to the Fews,.
J to be cclebrated’in Gue-Place, which was to
R be the Centre of Unity to the whole Nation.
And 42 of Them had this particular San@ion
Y annexcd to Them, that they had a Week of
., Feftivity to folemnize Them.  Thus alfo hag
| been from the Beginning the Pracice of the
| Chriftian Church, as I am now about to make
| appcar, uader my

I1. Second General Head : Which was, to
] cvince the Correfpondence of sthe Chriffide
] Feltivals with chefe Fewifb already defcribed.

A X. And, Firff, To begin with the Pafover:
g To this Feaft, that of our Eaffer fo ncarly
§ {quares, as always to happen on the Firff
fl Sunday next after the Few; Paffover. For if
) the Dionyfran Ara, and the 84 Tears-Cycle,
§ from which is calculated the Nicewe Determi-
§ nation of the Ecclefiafical Fyl-Moon, be an
§ imperfe@ Caleulation ; yet ftill it is the Me-
thod, by which the Moeders Fews determine
o T T Ea ' theie
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their Paffover. Therefore it behoves -thofe
puny Cavillers, who find Faulc with 7hs, to
devife fome better Cycle to oblige the World
with, orcife to ftep their Mouths from fpic-
ting in the Face of their Superiors, and to
order Themfelves more, lowly and reverently to-
wards their Betters.” But to procced ; On
the Morrow after the Sabbath of the Paffover-
Woeek, it was, that the Wave-Offering of the
Firft- Fruits was lifted up before the Lord:
Correfpondent whereto, Our Fefus, the Paffo-
wer facrificed for us, on the Friday precedent
to that Feaft, became the Firf-Fruits of the
Refurreftion, and was lifted from the Grave on
the Sunday following. And as their Firf-
Fruits coincided with the Time of their Re-
demption from Egypt, fo Our Redeemer rein-
ftated our Nature at the fame Seafon, and |
refcued us froma Slavery worfe than Egypti-
an, viz. from the Bondagc of Death, and Hed,
and Si», and Satan.

Who now after This car cavil at the Ob-
farvation of this properly-Chriffian Feftival 2
And does it not become Us, as well as the
¥ews, to be thapkful for God's preferving
Providence > Us, who have a better Hope
than Zhefe our Forerunners @ Whofe Bondage
was not a Temporal One, like Tieirs ; but
who (o) have bsen called out of Darknefs into

Py [

b

(o) 1 Pet, 2. 9.
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his marvelous Ltgbt > (p) A Light to llgbteu
the Gentiles > And al) Thxs, (o) that we mi

fhew forth hu Praifes ? And when can T us
be done better than az ¢hae Time, when thofe
of his Church herctoforc have fhewed Us thQ
way of rcjoycing unto Him > 4¢ that Time,

when our Spirirual Encmics lic vanquxﬂlcd
and fhin, and whofc Dcfear is infinitely of
morc Confcquencc than the Ovcrthrow of
10000 Egyptian Pharachs: No, Let Us,)
with the Nicene Fathers, cllablifh it for a
Rule to-keep this Chriffian Fubilee, and lct

every Eaffer be (as it fignifics) a Refurreition
to Us: A Renovation of our Spiritual Lives ;

and let us then cipccially take Courage, un-

-der our glorjous Leader, and fo weaken our

Adverfaries, that They may not prevail over
usany more. Lee us alfo with the Ficft Chri-
ftian-Age (before there was any Humane As-
thority to interfgre in fuch Matters) not break
Communion about Cglendary Miftakes: but
as Podycarp and Anicetus fat down together,
nmwuhﬂandmg they differed in their Opi-
nions, about the Quarte deciman Controverfy ;

fo let us ftrive to hcal the fad Breaches of -
Chriftianity, and bc zealous to promaote thac
Unity and Leve, which may ccment all fobee
Cbriftians, to the Glory of God, and the Bene-
ﬁt of his Church And let Us, with St. Pal,

S " — S S IP—“——

Q) Sz. Lyke 2. 32,
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obferve this Fealt, (g) ot with Old Leaves,
weither with the Leaven of Malice and Wicked-

#efs 3 but with the Unleaveyed Bread of Since-
rity and Truth. =~
2. Secondly, 1 am to fhew, that our Peure-
coff or Whitfuntide, is the fame with the Few-
#p Fealt of Weeks : For this Feaft alfo exa@ly =
~correfponds with that other, as we arcin- |
fotmed, in the 24. of the 4fs, by that Ex-

prefion, of the Day of Pentecoft leing fully P

come. - And as this Day was the Fiftieth
from the Wave-Offering of the Firft Harveft
among the Fews ; fo alfo is it the Fiftieth |
from the Firf-Fruits of the Refurreflion, in |
the Perfon ot our Blefed Lord, among Us
Chriftians. Thus, as the Time of Chriff's
Dedth and Refurrefion corrcfponded with chat
of Xilling the Fewifb Paffoper, and Offering
" their Firft-Fruits ; {o again, did the Coming
of the Holy Ghoft, to publifh the New & Laf?,
entirely agree with the Day of the Publicati-
on of the 0/d and Firff Law. And as_then
the Firft Fruits of their Second ot Wheat"EHar-
veff were brought by the Fews, then alfo it
was, that the Holy Spirit firft poured forth
the Kwawgelical Firft Fruits upon our Lord’s
Difciples, and enabled Them to bring Him
- that véry Day no lefs an Offering than of 300q
Roull. And then it was, that the Sesulum

(g) ICOI- 5. § D -
L . Spiriting

P A
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Spirstus Sanlli ; Tb"c Reigm of the Holy Ghoft,
firlt commenced, which our Modery Enthufi-
afts of feveral Sizes are now fo fond to ap-

propriate to theirotvn Perfons and Times.

And who is there among fober Chriftians,
that will take upon Him, to condemn this
ferious Practice of commemorating our fisa/
Redemption, at this Scafon > #ben, we haye
not only offered Thanks for our Dcliverance
from our Spiritaal Enemies, and the firft Dif.
play of our Spiritual Increafe, by the Refur-
rection of our Great Redeemer, but are now
at laft brought to the Mounr of God’s Glery,
and are perfonally inftru@ed in the Sum of
our Duty, and taughe by a #earer Communi-

cation of the Divine Spirit, than cver was
manifefted to thc World before : Let us

therefore fubmit to the Guidance of this i-,

rit : And tho’ we have not the fame vifible
Demonftrations of the Shechinab, as the Jews

-at Mount Sinai, or of the Fiery T dhgues, as

the Apofles at Ferafalem, on this Day; Yet

we may ‘be fure of that adiding Influence;

Which now can Ze neceffary and fufficient for

us. And when we arc in ‘the Path of thig

D:vine Dire@ion, let us take Heed, not to
greeve, or quench, or refift, chis Imward Light ;
but let us teftify our Affenr, by dving thac
Zruth, and fo ceming thereto, that our
T T oo Deeds

——— - -
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14 . The Yewnth Oeconomy, a l

ﬁffff may be made manifeft,- that They are |
wrought in God (r) . .

greement between the Few:fb Fealt of Zaber-
macles, and our Chrifmas. Now tho this
Feaft indeced was a Completion of all the
Reft, and by the Law was pinned down te
' a(s) partieular Day, which was to be a Re-
p&ﬁint upon the Ingathering of their Corn and
inc; and therefore frequently (if not ge- |
nerally ) fell out in our Month of September,
_in that hot Country whofe Barley was ripein ]
March : Yet our Chriffian Fcaft of the Nari- |
ity is not in Scripture affligned to any par-
ticular Day ; but was then difplayed, when
the Ripenefs of the Moral Law, (as explain-
cd by the latter Prophets ) had completed
the Expectation of God's own People, and
the Defirc of all Nations. And after the Ful-
filling_of all the Prophecics conccraing the
Mefhab, and the lowefft E£b of the Hopes of |
Mankind, it was, that our Bleffed Lord Fe-
Jus Chrift (like the Sux at the Winter-Solffice)
began to emlarge our beteer Day of Lighe s
;t' To vifit us with the Day-Spring from on
bigh, to give Light to them that fit in Dark-
#é/s, and in the Shadew of Déath, and to guide
our-Feer inte the Way of Peace.
Oy et e e e e e e e d
(r) Bt Foln 3. 21.(s) Lo, 230 34 (4) S Luke 1. 78,79,
. Indeed,

3.7 bir'c{{y_, I come at laft to fhew the 4- 4
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Eoundatign. for the Chriftian. 15

Indced, Some of .our Great Men, fuch as
‘Lightfoot and Mede, have been of Opinion,
chat our Saviour’s Birth exactly €orrcfponded
with the Time of the Jewifh Feaft of Talerna-
cles”” And ‘have given fome Reafons to in-
duce” Othets to fall in with theic Way of
thinking. e -

"On¢ was that, Exprcflion of Sz, Fobn, in his
firft Chaptet at 'the 14¢h. Verfe; And the
Won{’ was made Flefb, and dwelt among us. Now
thic Werd, which is in our Tranflation dwels,
6 i the Original iowvaow, and figoifics, was
taberndcled, or piicht b Tabernacle amang us.
From_Nence thelé ,Mcﬁ have _'gathetcd, that
the Wyrd took Flefp dc the Feaft of Tabernatles.
‘But with Submillion to thefc Greaz Names, I
think that the fame, Scripture is more fairly,
and ’aé'd[i:cj_bfg 1nter 'qé&gg. by Other as Lear-
A5 A, toch 35 Bigy Py, Wiy a0
3 {i"‘rb% }Zh_‘o ,;e;cvﬁouh&tﬁis;‘;Pd@‘fc by t}llp

chochingb or Glgry, that appedred upon the
Flbintts S O sefiding now in.ote Fleth:
-Agreitly wheteéro it is, h'az_ St..Joba imme-
d éf}y anjb&nS s And’ P&'e' cheld bis. Glory,
#We Gloyy ab of the Only- Begorsen of the. Father:
ANaIg poftbly either to Chrifs
ratips in the B{Elgupt‘m to that Apgearance

of; in the 72 of the . e

: Pkn‘?{éﬁt&n ﬁ,)f fbgc‘ft concluding Or
Ford's—Birth to havetappened av the Feaft of
Taberuncler) wes the ;nﬁ Qggnfﬂhdd\ce of

ronit

Transfigu-

the

(
%
%
4
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16 - The Jewih Oeconomry, &

‘the Two precceding Feafts ; Therefore ¢ fay
they ) the Three Fefival-Tintes, enjoyned by
‘God inthe Chapter of my Texs, and (&) e/fe-
wwhere, were Preludes of Thrce more accom-
plithed Feafts; in the Seafon of (x) Grace and
Trirh. In Anfwer to This, it is urged by
Others, that the latter Jewifp Feaflt was
Farticular and Local, and had no farther
View than to that People, while They re-
mained unmike in their own Land ; and was
to give Way to a Scéafon, which fhounld be
‘General, and Wherein all Mankind fhould find
their Coficern.  And ‘therefore it was necef-
fary, that'fote other Scafon, befides 7hu of
preferving the Fewsfb Nation in the Wilder-
nefs, fhould be pitcht upon to draw rhe At-
tention ahd Refpe@ of Mankind in General.
And what Seafon could be more proper than
*That, wherein Our Meek Redeemer not only
Tovaoey O fuly, but (y ) wiverw isorer, emptied
‘Himfelf, for our fakes: and at the loweft
Ebb and Decreafe, becamc not a Covemanted
Few only, but an Humare Creature ; and by
afluming chat Creature into his Dirvine Na-
‘ture, hath added fuch an Zucreafe of ‘L'igbt to
‘our Hopges, that from thenceforwatd w¢ have
been advanéed into perfed Day, and have been
row{ed fram walking any longer in the‘&gbt,

[ a — AL* L .
’ gy

(qu,EM.'Jj._ Lev...z,;.- (3) Se 705”‘!:1'4'4 e
. (]) P’)ll.'!' 7o
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Fozmdatzp)&[ox the C rifitan. 17

finge this (2) Sux of Rig fwsfmfs fifk aps
éeaféd‘ wz;b)Hul: ﬁ in ki (H (K Pr

~Tlrete are other rguments o cred by thefe

pofirors, but No c‘worth confidering afte
Tie({? (9 '

felf e to, ahother et of Okjetor, Who has
mﬂé it his En#hxoqr, qnfeafon;ﬂ)[y to cx-

pofe t.he Ordmdnqcs of our Charch apd Nat;;

0%, b nndcrta m%‘ to prove a Ne tive.
Man, you have All heard, 'was infpig~

¢éd By T know not what §; irit, to decry o
Oﬁfcr#auoq of g%nj}»m, &/ to proye that O?f;
Savldur 'Was not borp. on the 25¢h. of Dccem-
ber. Tn Order’ whereunto He ‘took Notice
of thié Silence of Seripture in this Pagticylay,
and, “flom thc,nce coneluded, that there wag
no Credit to be g;vqn Lo Antigyity ; and ( 38
fore @iakers fay of Our Lord’s Body ) tha\c
it was bid from Maokmd like the Body o

1}[ :.,‘I’

cryd the Pay of Our Lord's Nativity,
It "s tpt& that ¢ Sgripture is filewt concern,
% b}xﬁma; -Dady, o is there any furg Thread
ein'to guide 'p nhtq this impervious La-

B rihith. For, cgth(:r are Wc dir¢@ed, on
w{{ Diy an h ad hls Vifion of thc SA-
ﬁ eks ;. nor .at ‘what Txme chbarx

the Coy ﬂ Q} Abia) admi iftred by
dt ,;n 1e 'I'émp Ci . no; w en ;s an'¢

” ‘s)ﬂ‘q 42

Ehﬁ:lctb

T bq;c iqu fhall here twyen Miys

nfcmn&thcreb , that it is Idolatrou: |

Sitia T A A T AV SRR D S Al gt T A RSN A




18 The Jewith' Ockonomy, & !
Elz[ahtb conctxvcd a&erwards nor ot wba;

y the, Ce -4: or Enrolmeu commcnccd, at
Betblebem hefe Things (. tho) obfciire: to
- Us) were thopghr. altgs er qcedlefs b;ﬁ;)o ‘
Haly Pewmen,becaufe gﬂ knoewn to cv§ry
Petfon fot “Whofe Convi thcitWt
were then' defigned. T ﬂiﬂ{ not, )thgrch g

' give You, ot yfelf the roubleo
Fefs Chac’er‘{dtmcmg aq’t jous E qﬁc??b

-
- . - e -

4 of thefe' P’ox t bm‘. 1ihm 1i’tcly delee
édx:{xdc £Oné Pa tire; which am-
ifcovers 6o M he Day, yctt
eafos, ‘Whel Our Sﬁ’l&i‘ Was F{rm, and
ought to e 'a fufﬁcnelt ?t‘xmanon g cqn‘ﬁ
derare Pedfons, that His ' #ir#h happ pen
our Winter': Knd that i‘iffaée iy of of iSAbL
perds, in thid ad. of u watc X th
floch by N{gbt. . St} { { - F{’
Tl'(ls Odr '04; a‘lar as {l ink, pot

Fately, Nas® aﬂb d ¢ im bablﬁ., ,
fin oﬂi ic : ?)\lx \'f% 1%

Ee Ir‘na F
‘nt is nbfoﬁous, tha}i f :,g(:hc‘\ﬁ atbrrv v
vho]l'# f Fu zﬁ Wgé xs morc ﬂ«!
‘erly t 3 ot&n; ’
Qr pa "3n
&% g& 3 e?‘éi{guas ;5%
urtte l&pm r Nng e('

te 'HS’ ﬁéﬁ Ye'is bivibg o the oun-
eains of L.ibwwmy-and: Giﬁ{(d“thar‘l’hey'arb at
# mvaécd with a bkaqk Ait§ and were They
not




Foundation for the Chriftian, 19

oot thus religved by theyp happy Situagion
at the Foog of thefe Mauntains, the 'Ihaa
tants of thar Country ‘would be fubje@ to
almoft;as intenfc an Heat ag che Neighbour-
ing_4rabia. . Let thofe, Poor Peaple then
well confider, whih Way they are led, by
fuch Perfons, as wrack and -twit Scripturc
to theic own Convenienge. Poor Souls !
Who have no Idca of the World’s Situation,
and were induced to- helieve,, it was as diffi-
cult ta.keep Watch in. Judea in December, as
in their New-England. " Could Any of Tou flay
out in One of our fevere Froffs> was an Home-
Argument, and fuch as recached the Feelingyof
cvery Hearcr.  But not -to lofe Time about
fuch trifling Difputes, . fhall now opferye,
that itis noc yfual, and was not nec {lary, for

the Shepherds of Paleffing, to watch their
Flocks by Night, in the Summer- or Astumug)-
Seafaw ;. becaule cthen thg, Wild-Beafts could
fupply ‘ﬁcm[g{vcs with,Prey, without break-

-

ing in the Foldg, ar Inclofuresy Bypt.in
the Wiier, Wheo tha idhng. Scalon won
over, %ﬂ%é‘sxg_amis t3apd Birds wers, -
grated idto other Copprries: Then ¢ werc
wmpeﬂciﬂ.—‘wﬁﬁ“ﬂmﬁmaﬂ@ the Kolds by

Night, and f{opply. ¢ : 'c'ceﬂiﬁg&. from
'tﬁ'cnbg.“}%nt this' ’é}’\?gdtﬁe?\tg does not need
enfotcing even in this Countty, where Many
can remember. how .it.was as she Setslement

pf New-England, before thd Wolves 'wike de-
o ~ ftroyed,

LMY B bR AT S
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20 The Jewith Qeconomy, @

ftroycd. And not many Yecars fince, You
may A/} rccolle@, at what Seafon, the Bears
fpread Themfclves all over the Countrey ;
after the Summer-Food had failed Them in
the vak Deferts beyond Us. Nay, What is
more, tho' O/d-England b, at Icaft 20 Degree:

Northward of Judaa, yet the Shephcrds there

tend cheir ¥Flocks all the Winter; notwith-
ftanding They have no favager a Beaft than
a Fox to annoy Them : Buc what are They
in Comparifon of the Lions and Bears of Pa-
lefttme, fuch as David, when a Shepherd,
flew 2

I fhall in the next Place, take Notice of
anothcr peremptory Affertion of this 0bjedtor,
and Thac is, that Chriffmas- Day was not ob-
ferved il Fipe ot Six Fundred Tears aftcr
Chrift, when the Pope’'s Authority became fo
powerful, as to give San&ion to this, among
other, Errors.  This is a Proof, what Spictle
may be willingly licked up fram 'De Laune
and his Affociates ; who may be fufficicntly
expofcd as 2 Venter of Falthoods, as well as
Improbabilities.  Fot if we examine, and get
a¢quajnted with niote antient, & lefs diftruft-
ﬁi‘,;&;dwbar:, We may eafily perceive that the
(5) ‘Apopvlical Canons, (Sound Scripture in M,

- Whifles's
. (4y Fowi'the Sake of the  more Illiterate, T will give
Them the;Words of the Canaw, 33 My Gregory has trany

{oribed

r
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Youndarion Jor ‘the Chiiftian. »1
Whifion's BEReem) (B)'St, Clement, ( ot ¥Wh-
[rever AR WS the Authby-of the %}w)-
wn,Y C\Sufin Martyr, (d) Theophsy Ce-
farieifs, 163 Tertalfian, [ f) Origew, (¢)'St.Cy-

YA o . : ,;;“. i
RPNy ., Priom,
fcribed R-ipto Englh, out of Fofeph-the Egyprian's Ara-
bic Gode ; ——. lfo that you conflitute an Ayn erfary-
Feaft at the Narrvity of 1de ‘LoYd Chrift, ) %\a‘

on the ¢ 0on
which He was $orn; and That-wae the Frve and 'Twm:iab
of the Firf Canun (i.e. of December : ) for Tiivgy 41,
Proncipal bf all the Feafls. Hifo.sha: Ye do every Yegy re-
lebrats the Baptifm of the Lord .Chrift, upon she Dny 7y
which He war baptized by Jobn bu Forerumner ; and Thae
wasr the 8¥xth Day of the Sccond Canun, (i.e. of ]ﬁnuuv.)

(h) To's Yutgas Ty icﬁ; PUAR SETEy nai TGUT yg fiy
Wosdhion, : Keep phe Days of the Fea sy and the pringipal
dhn Dﬁ«(sz:i’!’i?s) Brth. L.gs. Cﬁ;. Frinctpal,

c) ws ral padesy J‘.a’m&shvz’ﬁl'&wgum:y. Even & You
may learn:fyom she Cenfual-Tables. Apol. 1. So that'St.
Cb]rjfoﬂom, was nog the Fifé that afferted the Cert
of thofedidier : Which in fhort were Records, writen up.
on Parehmentyund put into ‘Frames, within the Ca’ird at
Rome, By the-€aseé of the Cenfors, whenfoever a Lufy stion
of the Cizy o1 Provinces was made. Amo

JvInted ng Othery ye-:
mained that Reesrd of the .Cenfe at Bethickem, for mamy
- Meandold &_ﬂl’; (!ill the lm'm&tion of the {Go Bs and
Vanduiry and'is often 1eferred to, by the Chrigy » Wiicers.
For fddghin Tétsullion, as' you will perceive 1n hig Place,
{2) See/Cave’s PrWW\Cbiﬂim;. P.1.Ch. 4,

¢)) pendentibin - ddbuc reconpidyy’ Suguftiaws Crnfibu;.
The Genfual-Tables of Augufiys Banging . 9 yis freh.
Amd again, Sed ot Cenfns conBlat.” Byt even the Comfrial-

Rebord wemains. And once more, Cenfum Mw,f -
)

mem “tefen Dominica NativdasWisy Romana Ave 2 - cufl
unt. IThe Roman Archives kesp [afe 1he CompualsRecord
of Bugufius, as the moft fait{[ii Wisnifs of osir' Lerd’s
Natieiyy. Contra Mare.). 4. ¢, 19.

Cf ) Bom. 3. >in Matrhaum, And, Conra Coifum, 1. 8,
looldﬁgwbeﬁinfenediganbh.h' S o
) St. Cyprian hath an whole Trouslfs uge -5k - Djey,
‘-Si)r_ :'Hammend tells Me ; but not having is Writings
by me, I cannot at prefent refer to the Plage,

(%) From
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ag . \.\ chwgh Oecana(%

apcient Chriftias (&) Mar-
yre (f) Nazianaen, (1) Sx.
| & vc\ rted that. Je fu; Cb gﬂ

 boen on the vstb ecmx
fuplz‘e " /lwal was ob/e er've Cbnj},-
“ams.ih their Time.- Xt Thefe were-no Nevel-

Wyiters, but lived Many of Them in thatvery
. Syriq, where this Birth happcncd, and long

© s ety G e Qp——
) (h) From T hefe we bave boch in Nicepborut and Bato-
niug, that {ad Story, wherein it is relateds *That wheén
the Prrfecution, undet Dioclefian. had begun in Nicome-
4t that crucl Emperer, finding vaft Multitudes of Chri-
fiays, Young and Old,) met together in the Church, upon
tlw Day of Chriff's Nativisy, to celebrate rhas I-efhval
nded the Church to.be fhut up, and. Fire sto e
pu thctcto, which in’ a thost Time reduced both Thew
and it to dfves. NicoL:7.¢c.6. Bav. p.41.
0) (k) (1) Thefe. I'bm hwe Scmam ftill extant, upon
.yety Ray. . .
.+ 4) %, Cbryfn]lom when nrgm;the Anmcbhl: to ob-
feme Lhyiiinas -Day to good Purpofe,: tells. ‘em, that
dhe Feflern. Chriftians - hgd. .celehrarad. the.358b. of Decem-
kere @ 1ug Time, and 45 from. ancient. Trdjttm o't evodey
MM’FWW«MWW v o1 b
_Now. 3he:&ime nﬁthi!mbdve-l’toofi was.. aé Sellows ;
vzz ‘.'f’ ;dpoftalicsl Cawent nd . The :Ganflirmtfors were
fg,- umm deferveidly :o ﬁandx in -the firfte
» ffartyy, weore Wie .dpodogy- . . .. ‘Al »m.
mmmpo&c oa hved and wiate - 192.
., ' FRCH , IR, SO
L AR xt.m,- R
Y X m\ ) - P T VR - ) TR
Hiaslshm MM&I T 30k
il fougithed t eyt LT T 378
; ’ﬁ Kuiuznnfndi U v 395
: thvf | ' i 3%
g %‘? -Were an nﬁ\menbcr o! Pronfs after their
w but I thmk Tb{h ake. (uﬂ‘menc W Ay, bt

ell\"' ! !v e l"“f ARSI

.

M RS L

prye e

P TN S WP AL b Al

R
)

g PR e T T BTl MR

B P R ¢ I

2o KL



Foundation for the Chriftian. g3
beforc this, Odfector's Period, or the Pope of
Rome’s Ufurpation. There were indeed fome
iftaken People, fet righe in this Marter by
St. Chryfaflom; who| by a Mifconftru&i-
on of the Word "Exquves, were led to conclude
that Jefus Chrit was manifeffed in the Flefp
on our Zwelfth- Day.

A Third Réfle@tion of this Ojeftor, which
I think it worth my while to remark, is,
that Chriftmas- Day was taken up among Chri-
ftians, in Imitation of the Heathen Saturmalia;
This is the very Pewom of De Laune, and the
Fathér of Slanders : For, that Chriftians,
whe for fome Centuries were cantinuall of-
fering their Lives, in Defence of their !-?';itb,'
againft the Fleathenifp Supetflitions ; Who at
their Baptifin publickly renounced the Pomps
and Vanities of the orld, and could there-

fore never be perfwaded to be prefene at the.

publick Diverfions of the Theatre ; W
would never imitate the Heathéns in Matters

even Indifferent, for Fear of Paganizikfa, {hou ;d
rly of the

rieverthelefs graff the moft diforde |
Fleathenifh Feftival-Revels into their own
Religious  Commemnorations; is fo wild and
extravagant an Aflcrtion, that Nothing can
account for, but the moft inveterate Prejudice,
of the moft ftupid Ignorance. Why did not
Zbhis Man tell bis credulous * Fithermen, thac

G the

RS  Se-cutd Tabaghe arwduny

* At this Vo'rd great Offence was taken, by the Con-

[ .

trivance -
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24 . The Jewith Oeconomy, a

the Saturnajia were Feafls naturally refems
i ﬁli_ngghe"tburc/{maig’: Gbriﬂmg.s, and that e-
i very Mafter put his Mag. drunk to Bed, 12
1 Nights fucceffively > ~ .07 ) .

- ‘'Upon the 'whole, This, Oéjg;’\lu was pleaf-
¢d to rally ‘our ferious Litusgy, and to won-
' der at the Skame of that Expreffion in the
A Caledt for tl'lcqg(jﬂm-.l’!{;'eﬁ;, Almighty God\
iu;qa haft gz’,’zfen{_ /5 thy on‘lly-‘l'egoften Son to take
our. Nature upow Him, and as at this T ime to be
‘:5;{:, of a pure Virgin: As at this Time was
34 fhocking to this,accurate Gentleman, bos
¢ b%e He could difcover more than Any be-
foge Elim, without making the World apall
¢ wifer for his Difcovery.. |

1 . “X'fhall fay no more to his pungent Remarks,
bat appcal to all Soder and Prous Chriftians,
\%cghe/r this Man had any Call,on Chriftmas.
Day 1aft, to undertake fo hard a Province, as
:%p"‘\ovg\gh; 2.5th. of December, not the Day
N, Whick Chriff was born. What Provocation:

- —

v e — . - -

L R 0 gt e e & S . —

i

\ tAvafce of fome meddle ome Perfons, that fometimes
b i fem thir. Faees at my Church : Wnfomuch that L was
¥ f%gc;d 30. :-Q&fuin the Difference between np. Pifhermen
f‘i' afd By, Gn afubfequent Difeourle; Between thele Fibers
; mdfd- itheg cohftantly -hear the Word | of God read, -and
3 % thay take, What They hear. upoa Truf. No Man
A o} Lsndour Would bave confirnued- this; Woyd otbeywile-
: thah'l meant ft; 4nd That was, that Fifbermen were
: phtn’ and Loneft Men, and eafily induced to believe any
4 Thing conveyed- to Them in an aurhorirative Way.

afte, - ¢ .. :

t 20 SN
!

]

had




Foundation for the Chrifften. % 5

had He to infult his Bretliren, unlefs thd
Vindication of Chrifi s Divinity, againft the
Arians and Secinians, be fo it his Opinjon 3
And, fuppofing that Chriff was not dorn on
that Day ; Muft We' thercfore have no Peri-
edical Seafon, of thanking God for, and cx-
hibiting the Benefits of, 1o grcat a Mercy ;
- fincc He was born on fome Day :  Muft An-

gels rcjoyce, and Men be filene, upon this
Occafion ; becaufe fome fower Spirits arc not
- fatisfied about the Time of this rcjoycing 3
' Muft chere be no Order nor Authority in
~ God’s World ; becauf fome Mcn are refolved
. to be blind, or at lcalt umable or unwilling to
. fec the Light > And, becaufe 3/iwd Them-
' felves, muft They quarrel with their Bre-
{ thren, for feeling out and difcerning the
| Right > Let this Objeflor fairly dctermine,
what Day of September or Oflober, cur Savi
j our was born on ; and We will petition thé

{ Aing and Parliamient to fix Chriftmas-Day
{ anew. —

{  Is this the Method raken by fome Men, to
] bring Chriftians, (m) to be perfeitly joyned to-
gether in the Jame Mind, and in the (ame Fud)-
ment ¥ 1s this t6 bold to the fame (n) Hlead
by Foynts and Bands ; whien Chriffians feek

mare for Miftakes and Motes, in a differeht

LY

(m) ¢ Cor, 1. 10, - () Col. 2. 19,

[

L 4
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26 The Jewith Qeconomy, a

-Perfwafion, than pry into their own Station

in thac Myftical Body @ St. Paul could tell
the different Aflemblics of his Time, ¢hat (o)
He that regardeth the Day, regardeth it unto
the Lord, and He that regardeth not the Day,

“to the Lord He doth not regard it; but now

One wifer than St. Pawl/ makes it his Endea-
vour to prove this Regard an Heathenifpb Su-
perftition, cho' fan&ified by the greateft 4a-
therity under Heaven. Would it not be very

abfurd, for a Church- Minifter, on One of their

£Faft- or Thanfgiving Days, to tell his People,
thar ir was a Relelious Cuftom to obferve
fuch Days ; and that no fuch Pra&ice was
ever found among Chriffians, till afier 1600
Years, and in Order o cut off Xing Charles's
Head ;' Would it not found very oddly, to
treat the Solemnities of New- England with fuch
Conteript, and to challenge Them to prove
thefe Pra@ices from Scriptute? Now all

Ibis,‘ the' never fo much tru¢r than our 05-
je€@lor's Animadverfions, would only demeon. |
ftrate a turbulent Spirit, and unfit fuch an

QOnc te be a Miaiffer of the Gofpel of Peace.

.Quite contrary, the Clwrch Minifters have:al-
ways paid a Decency to thofe Days, withoue !
ying in theFaco of their proper Superiors :

And I dare fay, They always will do fo,

yalefs countermanded by a fill-higher iu-.

Pen—

() Rem. 15. 6,
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thority. Buc I think it high Time to pafs
to my

1. 7hird Head: Which was to fhew, how
far We Chriftians are affected by the Precepe

of my 7exr, and what Application We oughe
to make thercof.

Under this Head, T fhall propofc to You
the following Confidcrations ;

1. Who arc the proper Perfons,
2. What are the peculiar Places, And _

3- What the moft ncedful 'anliﬁcafiom,'
for a duc Obi&vance of thefe Zhree grand
Feftivals.

1. Firfl, As to the Perfors properly Mib-'
jc€t to chis Precept; They were of old All
the Males ot Jfrael, or as it is exprefled in my
Text, Al thy Males. Al thy Males, that is,
Al the Perfens of this peculiar Pcople, com-
prehended within the Covenant of Abrabam,
by the Outw#d Token of Circumcifion. Not -
that the Women were excluded from this Con-
vocation ; for cven Thefe were frequent Re-
forters to the Annual Feftivals. Thus we
arc informed by St. Luke, in his 34, Chapter
wtthe 412, Verfe, tha: the Mozber of Ou;
v - ' Lord.
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Kord made it her Bufinefs, as well as Fofeph;
to be prefent ar the Paffover- Feaft at Ferufa.
lem every Tear. And at their Attendance up-
on the Zwelfth Paflover after Chrift's Birth, it
was, that He was left behind, and after Three
Days found and queftioned by his Mother in
the Midft of the Sawbedrim. 1 wondet fome
¢ .,  of our New-fangled Commentators have never
attempted to prove Our Saviour's Birth to
) have happened about the Paffover-Seafon ;
fince the 42d. Perfe of that Chaprer is thus
expre(led : And when He was Twelve Tears
old, They went up to Ferufalem after the Cuftom
of the Feaff. Now fince thefc Men are wil-
ling to catch at the leaft Straw, that might
. 1ave this {inking and cxploded Caufe of No-
wvelifm; it is firange to Mc,®how rhis Texe
cfcaped their Obfervation. |

Thus it was with God's Pesple herctofore;
But with Us Chriftians, who ate -neicher di-
ftinguithed by (p) Few wor Greek, by Bond
nor Free, by Male nor Female, this Atrendance
is required of cvery Perfon within the Pale
of .the Covenant of Baptifm. No One can
be excufed for wilful Negle@, @nd: none that
uaderftands the Command of God, or his
otn Puty or Interelt aright, will be excufs
edy from this ‘Attendance.  Nor is 4t enough

.~‘. . .

| () Gal. 3.38. ~ e
i | 1
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to comc and gaze on, bus They muft par-
take of the Paffover alfo, and offer their Firf-
Fruits, and Final Thank(givings, betorc They
can be raifed from Dead Works, and fanitified
and borw amew to a Spiritual Life. 'Tis with
this View, that .our tcnder Mother the Church,
has fo cautioufly given us that Precepr, in
One of her Rubricks, of her Children receiv-
ing the Blefled Sacrament, at leaft Three Times
¢very Year.  For in large Parithes, whero
Many Perfons live at an inconvenient Di-
. ftance, and wherefoever the Sick and Weak
- are under great Difficulty of a more conftant
~ Artendance, this Injunéion of but Three
- Times in 2 Year, feems rcafonable and necef-
fary : But Us.of #his Church, whofc Feftival
- is renewed with cvery New-Moon, ( befides
. the Zhree Times exprefled in my Zext) there
! ig Nothing can excufe ; but We muft fall un-
der the Cenfure eicher of Irrcligion or Cof-
tempt, if We do not frequent it. And if ic
was required of cvety (g) Few and Fewefs, of
| their Sons and Daughters, of their Men-Servants
and their Maid-Servants, and the Levite that
was within their Gates, andthe Stranger, and
the Fatherlefs, and she Widow, that were a-
mong them ; Surely much morc is it required
of every Qne of Us. The Chriffians of former
Ages were duly fenfible of their Daty in this

L]
{
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Particular, and thereforc We never read of
Any among Them, who lived out of Com-
munion, exccpt They were fecluded for fome
cpormous Crime. And it was owing to the
Confufions of the Laff Century, that thus lift.
lefs Behaviour was firft taken up among Us;
the Cure whereof can be brought about by
no Mcans lefs effe@ual, than what will like-
wife hcal the unhappy Divifions of all Soder
Proteftants : And That is, Unity in Opinion

“~and Praflice, as far as is poffible.

This was That, which all along was the
Burden of St. Paul's Epiftles to the feveral
Charches, efpecially: of Thofe to the Romans
aud. che Fig# co the Corinthians ; In Boch
which, as well as Others, He laid Himfelf oyt
(as Al Good Chriftians ought to do) to re-
concile any fceming Differences. ~ Indeed,
We have not now-a-days the fame Inclinati-
on towards Fuduizieg as was then; but yet.
We have (1 am-forry to fay) worfe and more
uabappy Divifiens among the fame Profeflors.
noW. It was sheir Peculiar to divide about .
retaining to the Law of Mefes, or reje@ing it,
without any -authorized Perfon to determine .
the Bounds of Agreement and Uniformity :

ut, alas / it is Owrs to ftand it out againft
agknawledged Authority, and to calculate E-.
iiments _ of our Own, without any Re-
gurd to fuch Agreement ot Unity. It
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If the People of this Cogntry were to mect
the Church half-way, (which 1s no more than
the Duty of well-difpofed Children; ) how
happy would it bc for the.Peace of both
Sides » How additional to the Glory of God
And how mutual the Benefic of the Proreftant,
as well as the Carholic, Church? It is ow-
ing to the Want of this Union, that the
] Gommon Enemies of the Chriffian Religion
§ are enabled to play Partics among us. And
by widening this Difference it is, that our
1 Divided Houfe fo totters, and begomes fo up-
> able to refift the violent Impegeflions of Deifm
i and Iwfidelity, and finks under every Storm
of Latitudinarian Nevelty. Would They buc
fubmit to a Moderate Epifcopacy ( fuch as is
warranted by the Word of God, and the Prac-
tice of. all Ages) without the Addition of
Worldly Grandeur and Titles ; I dare fay,
that the Fathers of the Church, confiderihg
the Bent and Genius ot New-England, would
confent to fuch a Plaz-form of Churchr Govern-
ment, and' fuch a Reffriftion of the Ceremonial
Part of Religion, as would make this People,
the Favenrites of Heaven, the Fnvy of their

Neighbours, and the dpplasfe of Chriftians in

Genetal.

There can never happen a more Critical
JunQure for this happy Accomplifhment,
than 7his at prefent, whew we are blefle

f

with
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with a Prigge, whofes Study itis, to provide |
for the future Peace and Security of his Peo-
Ple; and ke is. feconded in thefe Awfpicions |
Dcligns, by a Pisus, Prudent and Bomevolewt |
Confor:.

] I donit know, how I may be relifhed a- |
{}'  mong fome Perfons for this Freedom ; but
j This. I am fuse of, that a greater Bleffing
C1 muft ateend this Parific Difpofition, of re. .
conciling and uniting Chriffian Churches,
who werc divided before, than That of bring-
ing together,, cigher Prévate Perfons, or Pul-
fick Communities. And it would redound
more to the Glory of God, and the faving of .
Souls, to unite the divided ‘Churches of 0/d- .
and New-England, than even that glorious |
Axchicvment of uniting the Xingdoms of Soush-~
and- Nert)-Britain..

I have urged this Argument more than |
once. bpfore Men in Aughority, and have been ;
fometimes. treated very rudely for fo doing ; |
as il (as M. Baxter complains) Uniting were
lgcme the Caufe of Satan, and Dividisgs the
Gaufe-of ChriA  Would fach Men but cenfi
der the () Woe-pronounced againft al An.
thors of Stumbling-Blocks, by Our Bleflfed
Seviow, apd. They would foon fee Caufeto

- ) Bo Mz, a8

alter
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aleer their Behaviour, as well as their Opi-
nion, in this untoward and Antichriftian
Practice. Then might They eafily perceive,
Whe was the Higb-l’lver, and Whofe reltlefs
Imployment and Study it is, to keep open
this Breach between'Us. For I can fpeak for
1| Myfelf, as St. Paal did in Relation to his
{1 Brethren the People of the Fews, thae I could
{ wilh Myfclf an () dnathema, (werc it pro.
per-jfe to fpeak ) fo that I could remove thig
{ Scandsl to the Prozefiant Reformation. |

| I have faid a5 much to this partioular T~
{ msty at prefent, as I think ncceflary ; aand
therefore 1 fhall make it my next Endeavour,
{ to fpcak fomething conccrning the

2. Places peculia-r to thefe Fefival Solemni-
{ ties : lixprefled in my Text by thefe Words,
| in the Place which the Lord [hall chovfe.

Now this Place was Perafalem, ahd that
1 particalar Part thereof, which was known by
] the Name of Meant Sien, and which lay with.
it the Tribe of Bemjamin. For Here it was
that Ged was pacificd, when the Peffilewce
bad begun in the City : Upon which Occafi-
on the Angel of thcLord appeared to (¢) Gad

Davids Beer, in the Threfbing-Flver of Oruan
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the Febufite. Here afterwards the Temple
was built, which God once again pointed out .
as the Place of his Choice, by the Defcent of |
the Schechinab, or Cloud, after (u) Solomon's
Indu@ion of the Ark.

Hither it was that thc moft diftant 7frge-
Jites reforted to their Annual Feafks, and Here
it was that Qur Blefled Lord and his Parents -
made their conftant Appcarance at thofe Pub-
lick Seafons. Here he was prefented by his
Pious Mother, and of Ths Hc foretold the
utter Deftruétion with many Tears and great
Lamentation. (w) Nay, What is more, to
Zbis He gave the Preference before the Schif-

matical Temple on Mount Gerizzim ; by tel-

ling that ingenious, tho” immoral Woman of |
the Samaritan Separation, who difcourfed |
with Him at Facob's Well, that (x) Salvation i
was of the Fews. For this Woman, having ficft
perceived Him to be a Propher, was then 4
immediately curious enough re inquire con- i
cerning the Differences of Thofe who pro-
fe(fled Obedience to the fame-God and Law;
(y) Our Fathers (faid She) worfhipped in this |
Mountain, and Te (Jews) fay that in Ferufalem
is the Place where Mem ought ro worfbip. Now
Our Lord, to give fome Check to her vain
Curiofity, was pleafed to fay, that the(z) Zime

“*(u)2Chr. 5. 13. (w)St. Lu. 19.41. (x) St. Jo. 4. 23.
(7) 20 (2) 2t ‘ |
' (o)
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of worfhipping God in eigher of thefe difpu-
table Places was ncar at an End : But yer, to
fhew his Avcrfion to unwarrantable Schifm,
Hc was pleafed to add, that the Samaritans
worfhipped they knew not what, that the Jews
knew what they worfbipped, and that Salvation

(as well as the Eftablifbment) was of their
Church.

And tho’ We cannot appropriate the Pre-
fencc of the A/mighty to Al, or Any, of our
Churches, in {o peculiar and diftinguithing a
Manner as the Fews could to their Temple ;
Yet we have Reafon to believe that God’s
immcdiate Prefence is in Every One of Thefe.
He has promifed to be prefent, (a) wherefoever
Two or Three are gathered together, with In-
tention to ask Him any Thing, in his Sox's
Name ; Which how true foever of every other
Place ( which may be accidentally made*Uf¢
of for that End ) muft morc ccrrainly be fo
of thofe Places, which arc purpofcly fet apart
for his Publick Worfhip. We indeed deny
not the Prefexce of God inevery Clofet or Bed-
Chamber ; for Who fhall confinc the Ubiquity
of thg Deity 2 Which, we are told, in the
139th. Pfalm, to be about our Path, and about
our Bed, and to be acquainted with all our
Ways ; to refide in Heaven, to be in Hell, and

»

(.1) St. Mat, 18. ¢
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20 remain in the uttermof} parts of the Sea
and 20 whom the Darkuefs and the Light are
both alike »  Therefore in all thofe Places,
where the general Worthip of God is carried
on with Spirit and Truth, there We may be
fure of his morc immediate Prefence and Fa-
vour. And we muft not only (like the Fews)

- pay our Adoration in Outward and Preceptive

Religion, by conforming ta the Zrurh ; but
(like true Chriffians) We mauft alfo offer the
Juward Devotion of the Heart, by the Appli-

cation of our Spirits as well as our Bodies.

1 hope by this Time my Audience will
perceive rhe Neceffity, as well as Picty, of
fitting up thefe Places, fo as to fuit the Jnba-
bitant expected bere. For it is well known
how profufe the Jews were in this Particular,
(¢) and yet We ncver find This among the
Abufes objeCed by Our Saviour to that Peo-
ple. Quite contrary, They were charged
with Trreverence to God's Houle, for having
converted it (d) to a Dew of Thicves; and
for turning That,. which was defigned for
an Houfe of Prayer and Propitiation, into an
Exchange or (e) Houfe of Merchawdize. And
the Occafion of his Lamentation over zhis

- Temple was taken from the Obfervation of

his Difciples, who were induftrious ta fhew

(#) St. Jo, 4.24. () St. Luke 21. 1. () St Mt 2443y
(8) St Jo. ¥ 10, | .
| Hing
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Him the magnificent (f) Bdildings of the fame,
and (g) how it was adorned with goodly Stowes
and Gifts. This fhews, that Our Lord thoughe
1t no difcommendable Quality for God's Ser-
vants to lay Themfelves out upon the Places
of his Publick Worthip. Therefore let Us
(as wc have degun) take Care fo to adors
Ours, that it may be clear of Superfiitious
Foppifbuefs on the onc Hand, and of Dire
and Deformity oh the other.

But above all let us beware of alfenting
 Ourfelves from bence upon any Occafion ;
unlefs difenabled for this Attendance by Sick-
{ nefs, or fuch Avocation, whereto we can
juftly and unfeignedly plead the Acceptance
{ of (b) Mercy rather tham Sacrifice. For by
fuch Abfence We become more litlefs to-
wards our Duty, more hardened in our Obgi-
nacy, lefs pliable to Reproof ; and at laft are
tempted not only to defpife the A4ifar, but
the Altar's Hallower. We are forced to take
Refuge under that too common & unmanly -
Excufe, of thifting off our Negle@s upon 4-
mother ; and would fain charge our own It-
religion upon the Defefts, or (what is.more
common) upon the Difguffs, of the Preacher.
Whereas it is altogether owing to oar Z7nZe-
lief, or Eukewarmnefs, or Slhth, in which iti
()5t Mas, aq. vy (g)Sti L, 21, 5. (BY Hof. 6 6.
impoffible
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impofiible for the Preacher to have the leaft
Conecern : Unlefs we are afraid or athamed
to have our Cafe fairly difplayed in Open
Church. This is a melancholy, as wel] as un-
thankful Subje@, and therefore I fhall now
convert Myfelf to my

- 3. Laft Particular, infcrred under this

Head, and fhew, What are the moft needful
Qualifications of a due Obfervance of thefe
Feftivals. Such, I mean, as I fhall gather
from this Zexs, and the prefewe Occafion.
And Thofe are,

1.) Liberality, and
 (2.) Largenefs of Soul.

Both of which T take to be comprehe’nded
in thac latter Claufe of my Zext, and They
fball not appear before the Lord Empty.

~ (1.) As to the Firff; We may be almoft
. tempted to conclude, from fome Paffages of
Scripture, that 7his ought to be exxended to
the utmoft Stretch. Such is that Cafe of the

) Rich Toung Mans who was commanded

as a Trial of his retaining to Fefus) to fed
AR hbe had, and to give -te the Poor. And'fuch
that generous Offer of (k) Zacchews, upon

[

a- v

(1) St Lu, 18, 22, (k) 19. 8, | .
embracing
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embracing the Salvatien, of the Gofpel,
not only of making a Reftitution according
to the Law, but alfo of giving One Half of
' bis Poffefions to the Posr. But Thefe were
| exempt Cafes, and are not to be drawn into
. Example by Profeflors in eur Days. How-
i ever we muft be fo Liberal, as to diftinguifh
A Qurfelves from thofe lefs Eérfc& Patterns
| that have gonc before Us.  For if Jews were
{ commanded wot to appear Empty before the

H Lord, at thofc folemn Convocations, but to

1 bring of their Beft to celebrate their Solem-
1 nities ; and if They opened their Hcarts as
} well as their Treafutes, npon thefe Occafions:

If the Gemtiles alfo, without any fuch Com-
1 mand, could fce Caufe by the mere Force of
4 Reafon, to imitate this Pracice ; and if
| Thefe could offer their "Axpstivia, rhe Tops of
§ their Corm-Hedps : Surely much more it be-
4 comes us Chriftians to be not only Libersl,
but Lavifh, of our Comtributions. 1 wifh
thofe Perfons would confider This, who are
too retentive of their 0b/ations, at the Cele-
bration of the Lord's Supper ; Since This is
all the 4ims, prefented in ¢ha Church,
throughout the whole Year.

(2.) But then, befides this Liberality, and
| Ostward Generous Demecanour, there is alfo
a Largenefs of Soul expe@®ed from Us; by
which I mean fuch an Zmward Generofity, as

I may
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"ﬁﬁe’i‘ﬁ this Pacticular give a vaft Preference
a® the Chriffian, before cither Yewifh or Gen-
pile-Behaviour. We aré nor “only to offer
Gifts, out of the Abihdance of aur Riches ; but
‘vo prefent before the Lord Hearts, fu? of
“Priaife and Fhank(givings, for God’s multi-
Pplied Benchics, and f42 of Candour and tender
Conccern, - forthe Good of One Another, and
OF Mankind in° Gederal.  This feems to ‘be
M Defign of-dmgreyaring whole Socictics at
“Yuch particular’Scitons ; and therefore ‘7 bufe
Wfer bughe wefl to confider, what Injury they
"Bo' (& their Féllows in general, When They
-fRlake it cheit Attempt to débar Us of this
Priviledge, and ftrive to render 9l Mankind
39s5Rirrbw-fpirited as Themfetdes, by laying
‘A Reftraint upoh'thar trec Converfation and
\mutbal Benevolehcee, accruing from thele Ge-
peral Affemblies. L

‘' As'to our O4jeftor’s good Advice, toncern-
4#g-the fober Obfervarion of Chriftmas, 1 truly

aind-fincerely returd Him Thanks. And if he
‘had ot perfonated another Shape under this
$h¥ep's Cloathinz, We fhould never have given

Qurlelves the Trouble of vindicating the 0/
Chriftian, as wcll as the Church of Eagland.
¥ el know, that the'beft Commentators have
Qhterpreted thafe Frairs, whereby We are ta
" : Qif)guifh and (1) bewf;re of Falfe Prophets,

M

Q}'gh* (1) S(. Maf, 73 159

by
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by fuch Pcrfons difguifing Falfhoods undcr
Truth, and gilding theic Poyfon and veno-
mous Doctrincs with fober, folid, and prudent
Advice. Let out Objedor clear Himfelf of this
ravening Dcfign, and We will rejoyce to judge
of, as well as act charzrably towards, his other-
wife (as Wc hear ) well-garbed Pcrformance.
But if He fhall perfift in his calumnious Re-
fle@ions, lct Him turn Himfclt again{t Mr.
Fitch of Pifcataqua, and [1 may now add] His
Excellency JONATHAN BELCHER Efy;
and He will in Them pcrceive 2 more Geng-
rous and truly-Chriftian Example.

I clofe Al with this Petition, drawn from
the Colefts of our Three Times, that the God
of all Truth would grant Us the Grace of thae
Regeneration, which is the Renewal of bis Foly
Spirit ; And that Prevention, whereby We may
conceive in our Minds all good Defires, and by
bis continual Help may bring the fame to good
Effect 5 With that Foy in his Floly Comfort,
which may bring Us to a right. Judgment in all
Things ; thro the Merits of Chriff Fefus Our
Saviour : Who liveth and reigneth with the Fa-
ther, in the Unity of the Holy Ghoft, One God,
World without End.

Amen.

N. B. P. (17) L 15. for P. 53, read P. so0,
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1. In the Preface.

P.(5) L. 13. for Peformance rcad Performance.

- P.(6) L. 3. dele bis.

P. ¢11) l. 16. for appologize rcad apologize.

P. (14) . 15. infert Two Hyphens.

15)1 7. for Exignus rcad Exiguus.

16) L. 6. after recommend infert a Comma.

.(17) L. 15. for P. 53. read P. 50.

.(22) L. 17. for upon read from.

. (24) 1. 23. inferct an Hyphen between
Twenty fifth.

o
~
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2. In the Sermon.

. 9. 1.28. for it isread this laft is.
18. 1. 5. for know rcad known.

l. 21. for Them rcad his Audience.

21. 1. 26. after Pandals infert a Semi-Colon.
22. l. 29. for Cafarea read Cefarea.

23. I 14. for who read Who.

l. 15. for their rcad the.

l. 11. Time fhould be in Italick.

l. 1. for Perfwafion read Perfuafion.

l. 12. for Thanfgiving rcad Thankfgiving-
!

1

"o

. 16. after smmoral infert 2 Comma.

. 15. dcle of.
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