





Chnﬂmd S Rcwved

OR AN o

ANSWER

‘I'o certain

OBJECTIONS

- MADE AGAINST
The Obfervation of aay in mem ory i
- Gf <N &Nﬂr&m& ﬁgﬂ Blrtb .

By JOHN R.EADING, M.4. And one of the
P’rcbeadsnf' Chri ﬂ:~Cburcb in Canterbury.
LA

| Prov”?%.s. Anﬁver a fbolacco‘rdz'ng to his foolifbmefs, left e~
bebe wife in'his own conceit.
Matth. 23. 34, 7¢ blind gmd:,m@cb firaimat agnat, and
 fwallow a cimel.
Charitatis unitas Jjugiter indifrupta {ervetur :
Hzec eft enim principale fpmtusfanéh donum, . Fuk '

gentide Mif[.Sp.S.
/\j-b e wfﬁ 2

London, Printed for Fabz Andrewsyand Fobn Garway, and areto
u be fold ac the White-Lion near Py-COmer




. To my honoured kinfman , ..
Mt VVilliam Rooke:
SIR, o

W2}, On kuow the occafion of my med.
o BB Uingwith this cdntrover(y. It re-
OO maineth that | geve account of my
prmisting thefexude papers s the publike
viewwhich is, firfl,becanfe all g00d Chriffians
are not fatisfied berein : if Imay bereby unde.
wive fome of them, 1 Dave [0 much of my end;
next I concesvest the duty. of every good
Jim of our facred Mother the Church of Eng-
lind, to defend ber rises and boly decrees
igainfl the calumnies of turbulent fpirits, pof-
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fing [ many in thefe times nibtfe udy i;
{o qu3:5 atall,bwe the veiri Miwsrva’sof thei,

-own brains. " Jf my Miﬁr may bappily
contyibute any tbmg 20" peace, I fhal tém{ my

Aabour well beffowed. I, Laftly,the candid Re,. |
der may be advertifed tha 1) Jatisfation
’ whsch be receiyes berem, be eweth 39 yg,
T beGod of pegee camp@/} all our tnbappy
d ﬁrmre.r,wj 0l i s tlve constant prayer of
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Ananfwer tocertain Crudities and frivolons Ob-
- jettions made againfi the obfervation of 4 day
t memorse of our’ Saviour (hriff bis
Birth,

A true coppy of the objetions.

L ORERS- D He Queftion concerning the Obfervation of a day in

g ‘ ,memorie of Chrii's birth, is che fame which our Savi-
&g g our put to the Pharifees, Whether Fobns Baptifm were
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of heaven or from men? Lnke. 20.

Sk Sothe oblervation ofthis day,if it be of God, it is a du-

e vy and a fin to omit ir.But if it were fet up by man,all men
do acknawledg, That what man fhall fer up, man may takedown.
Therefore firft,

- Havewe any command in feripturefor it ? if not, then

- Did the Apoftles or Difciples ever obferve it?

- Would they have omitted it, if it had been a duty>

4. Was it obfervedin the Primitive Church for fifty years after the
Apoftles wereall dead ? fearch the Scripture and Ecclefiafticall hiftory.

5. How cameit to be Chrifts day ? tell us the Original of this
duty, that we may know, whether it be Divine or humane. Is it like
tobe a duty and no footfteps at all left in the word, ecither Precept or
Exainple lookingthat way?

6. Whether the Papifts may no: fay as much for all their heaps of
Traditions, aswe can fay for this > Andif we once follow traditionall
Divinity,where fhallwe ftop

7+ Give us a definition of that (in which the Scripture calls Will-
Worfhip.

Huppoigehefe Queries duely weighed, will fatisfy any ingenuous
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fpirit, That man was the founder of this Feftivall. | ‘
Ob]‘e&- .Da we ﬂﬂf‘ J'élt‘"rdf‘c 44-" of tba”k.:gr;}i” 'fﬂt ;*g‘ "PP“'”M!MQ
of the Magifizate (aithe 5.of Novembir.) and may e nor this day a1
well asthofe? | ¥ L . -
. dnfwer. 1. Whére-ever.the Magifteare: appoints Tuch days, it is law.
full for bim to forbid them again'wheén he will. =~ R
Anfwer 2. If God had not appointed what memorial. he would
have of his Son Chrift, man’ had the greater liberty. But where we
are directed how. and when to celebrate the remembrance of our -
bleffed Saviour, for us to fuperadd, we have caufe to fear, left we be-
come-guilty of that fin which Scripture calls Will-worfhip. Like
whereto is that fin taxed , Ezek. 48. 8. fetting our threfhold by -
his threfhold, and olir pofts by his pofts, which is there called a de-
filement. . . |
Befides,confider the conftanta bufe of this folemnity ; andthough
Yknow, abufis non tollit afum ; yet where it is never otherwife, but
the devil hath morg fervice at thistime then God, I thinkit concer-
neth che Magiftrate to,look to ic: He thar would read move on this Sub-
j6, let him read 24> Cawdyys. book-againft Dr. Hamewd, congegning
bolydays ‘and Supetftitious ‘'worthip. ‘ R
. Qonfider, that thereis gothing mere often-blamed in Seripture
then this, ro fellow, the inventions of man in the worthip of God;
whichis'the eafeinhand. o R
-1 would ask thatman who blames the negle@ of this Feftivial whe-
ther be that will netkeep this memorial, doth break any of the ten
Commandements in fo doing? agd. if not, then fuge it is no fin to omit

.
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Se&. 1. "E He Queflion concerning obfsrvation of a4 day in memoyy of
| Chriftsbivthiis the famit Which onr Savéor put tothe Pharifees,
Whether John’s Baptif/m\vere sf beaven, sy froms men? Luke2o.

In all orderly di'putes, the Queftion fhould neceflarily be fHaced
"now by your firict prohibition of cur folémn.commenoration of our
- Saviours nattvity, it feemeth the quettion is, Whether it be lawful on any

Aay to remsembey our Saviours birth anditheress to meet $n holy aflemblie; 10
préack and bhear the Word of God, 1 ing Plalms, pray, give thanks, ddmini-
Srer andreceive the boly Saeraments?  we affirme, your fe& deny-it, as
if fome A& of amnefiighad paffed upon that day as, 7ab 3. % e, and
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it were refolved upon thefcgeﬁion% )'r he day of Chrift's birth fhall
be no more had in remembrance. : |

This' Opposent ot fo much as repeating éhe queftion,; as in fome
fudden pamon when furer arma minifirat, friztcheth up that whick
firft comes to hand andfo precipirately rufheth ontoche encounter,
shat he ftumbleth in his on-fer faying, The Queftion concerning the
obfervation of a day sxmemorie of’C brift's birth, is the fame Which our
Savionr put 0 8he Pharifes, &ec- We anfwer 1. in che Scripture which
you cite, Luk; 20. 1. there i fio mention of the Pharifes, neither
Mash21.23. Mark 11. 30, where theé fame hiftory is recorded - We
“read A'vyepeis 14 dimrecfuTeent T aak, the Cheif Priefts and(or with) rhe E-
ders of the, people:Confider whether you do well tranflate that, the P ha-
vifees, .. 2. We fay, that the Lord anfwered theif queltion by another
queftion, which was conceraing the Baptifm of febn s therc is not
2 word eoncerning the day of bis nativity ; now to fay thac things fo
much differing are the fame, confider what you would cdll it if an-
other had faid fo 7 what a filly animal would you deeme him who
would admit fuch- conclufions? In many refpe&s this pretended par-
allel runs uneven. I Chrifts dilemma was neceflary ro fhew that
if they had believed Fobn Baptifts tefimony, theywould have known
by what authority Chrift did thofe things:. but your obje&ion is unne-
ceffary,as willappear. 2. That wasan holy rgl%fation of Jewifh ur-
beliefe ; but yours a Schifmatical caption, to* the coneempt of the
Chriftian Churches cuftomes. But to pyfs by chefe firft over-fights
of yours 5 we may ufe Goliahs fwvord tg/cut him thorter, and thus re-
tort the point of your argument ; Phe prohibition of our obferva-
tion ofa day in memory of Ch ifts £ civicy, is it from heaven, or of
men? iffrom heaven, fhew us any place of holy Scripture forbidding
the fame : Ifyou fay, that prohibftionis of men; we (hall with good
confcience follow venerable anfiquiry rather then trouble the Sa-
cred peace of the Church abouy things of fuch nature.

Se®.2. L O the obfevvasiom of “thic duy ] Wrat fi:pnlement is here necef-
o} fary for your ellfptical fpeaking » we would rather chat yon
thould confider, ¢hen we-determne, being unwitling to tnjure you.
So the obfervation, @e. ayou thean, hoc data, that Chrifts foremen-
tioned queltion and yolrs, are the fame? you have no: much reafon
fo tobeg the queftion, and we (hould liaveas lictie to 3rant you that
which-yog (hall never be able to.prove. 4
S o2 Sect-
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{5 Set.3. yFitbeof God,it is a duty &e.] Deal fyllogiftically, and your
3 Iamlmptiﬂﬂ ‘will be', Butsr is mo fin te omir st 'whick your
ﬁ?‘é better informed confcience ; we hope will fhew you fs falfé, ‘when
?: you fhaliknow that contumacy againft che lawfull décrees and cq.
! ftomes of the Church of Chrift, difturbance of her ptace, breach of

1. bioly unity juncharizable cenfuring and condemning yor brethren,
18 offence of weak confciences, bringing an odious feandal on the Church
i, opening a wide and dangerous window to feds and pernitious heréfies
2 ¥

and ether mifcheivous confequences hereof, are afinne whofe nam:
3 is Legion- C '

% Selt-4. A!l snen do acknowdedge. that what man fball [et up  man may l
] . Atake down ] It is very troublefom handling fuch dif-joync-
! ed ‘argaments, buc their infirmity may not excufe their falthood ——-
1 That all men acknow'edge, or ought fo to do, is'very falfe ; for fome
5 better underftand, and fo we hope will you. o

Se&.s. THat What man [oallfect up,manmay take down [We are very

willing to think that thefe Jame exprefiions vail fome
more folid and fincere meaning : ifyour propofition be, ‘Man ‘may
p lawfully. take down that which man feteth up (which you muft
% meané if you difpute, wgri = avrd, and.to any purpofe) then we

B - may juftly enquiré concernibg-the quantitie of the propafition, viz. |

( Whether you univerfally affirme it ; your fence being thus, swpu:-
foever manfetath up, he may lawfhlly take down; if itbe bur indefinite,
as (fome things wgich man {ettethup &s. fuppofe-anhoufe, barn-gs,.
he may lawfully take down) ifitcbeto no ogher mans pretudice | we
thall willingly graatit: bucif you tniverfally affirme, ina determinate
Subjed, fubordinate to the fervice and glory of God, your fecond
thoughts will enform you that your affertign is falfe and erroneoys .
l forit will not hold in things dedicated to God. The Centurion built
2 a Synagogue for the Jewes, Luke.7.35. he might not afrer dedicarion
a thereof have taken it down. Again by Setting up,we conceive you ufe
i @ tranflatitious maner of fpelking borrewed:from builders, founders,
ﬁ appointers, orauthors of things, to cultomesior ricesappliable ; ag if

et =
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you {aid, Whatfoever man foundeth, determineth,appointeth or bring-

;’ . ethintoufe or cuftome, may lawfnlly be annulled and taken away by
: man ; whichis very falfe, if the inflance be in things{ubordinate ro che
o - Ser"
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service of God,whether we confider circumftance,or thing: for exam-
ple; there are two circumitances to every a&ion of man appertaining.
1. place, concerning which a due confideration of the forectered inftance
may fatisfie: itwas lawful for the Centurion to defien that place for
2 Syhagogue on which be did build it, but not lawfull, thence to take
st being confecrated or dedicated to the Serviceof God, Durante #fu:

2. It was lawfull for a man to appoint or determine his days of
Nazarit/bip for a certain time; cancerning which he might vow, or fet
up that refolation, but not lawfully take down or annull the {ame:
See Numb- 6. Sothe vow of Fonadab fon of Rechab, commanding bis
pofterety to drink no wine, build houfe, fow feed ¢ was at firft, ar-
bitrary, and fo it was but an appointment by man; yet they might not
annull or take it down. See Ferem. 35.6,7,3,18,19. and thereare
now fome temporal vows binding- , :

3. A thing determined by man in Subordination to Gods Service,
however ' arbitrary it be for the proprietor to ordain it fo, or other-
wife to difpofe of it as ke pleafech ;yet after he hath fo ordained, and
fet it up, he may not Jawfully take ic dowa or impropriatethe fame, feft
he beare his fin, as Ananies and Saphiratoo late knew. o A.5,3,4-
erc. whence the falthoo d of your ground appearech, and what your
Superftru&ions are like to prove, may eafily be conjectured.

Sect.6. H‘zve we any Command in Scripture forit 2] i youmean in
| revminis erminantibas, thus, Ts there any exprefs Scri-
pture which faith, on the 23. of December ; keep the feaft of Chrift's
nativity ? we affirme not, neither were it needfull | feeing that 1
Chrit, God freed us from the band of legal ceremonics as well
concerning detemined times by che Levitical law appointed and Ii-
" mited, as places - we are not now bound to go to Jerufakkmto wor-
thip : Fobn. 1. mor to the 14.day of the firt month (Exed-12.6.) -
but for circumftances of time and plaee, it is-left to the authority of
the Church, orderly.and convenie tly in things publiketo determine
for the ghvernment of the Church, 1n which the ( eremoniall law left
no fuch libercy - But God never did, never will permic the publile
government to the fancies or judgements of private {pirits : for what
order or peace ever was,or canbe (A {uch a confufed hiberty’yet we muit
know that God never-lefr it arbitrary, whecher’ man would worfhip-
hiw or no ; or whether they might at their pleafures contemne the
authority of the Church, and difturbe her facred peace, the Apoile

.y { ng
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(aying---Bat if any man fsern 1o be contentions, We have wofuch cuflome
neither the Churches of Ged.  And again, Defpife ye the Church of God ?
., “What fallLfay to Jou? foall I praiféyouinthis > I prasfeyosnet. 1. Cor,
I 11.16, 22, Ifyou wozld here Syllggiftically difpute, your arguement
y .would be co this purpofe. That which hath no command se terminis
i§ in Scripture for it, may ot be done or may be lefr undone, though
the Church ocherwife determin : .
But the obfervation of 4 day in memoryof (Chrift’s birth, hath no command
¥ termin s in Scripture for it. Erge &c. Who perceiveth not.the
* falthood of the firft propofition ? fecing that we have no exprefs com-
mand i» terminisin Scripture for any thing indifferent {for were it ex-
3 prefly commarided or forbidden there, it were not indifferent ) thofe
j thingsbeing left to the Church to determin : we have not exprels com-
5 mand in Scripture for fome things neceflaly,”as adminiftration of the
i Lords fupper to women, ¢#¢c. ~Andif you wilil allow payment in your
own coyne, may not the Anabaptifis fay as much for their denyall of
peedobaptifm ? if you fay women areincluded in the generall precepts,
- asalfoinfants of beleiving parents, whieh is truess then allow us the
fame liberty of concluding, and we fhall fatisfy.chofe who will under-.
ftand. Laftly we fay (concerwing the obfervation of a day in memorie of
Chrifi’s birth) have we any command id Scripture againft it 7 you will
not affirm chat:being then neither exprefly commanded nor forbidden,
you grancic of its owne nacure adiaphorous ot indifferent ; and we are
fure that in things of that nature you muit acknowledge that the

Church of Chrift hath power to determin, if ac leaft you will aflow
I her any. - . '

- > Anam gk VGG, N -
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¢ Se&.7. DIA the Apoftles oy difcip[e: ever obferve £77] We anfwer,

dothitappear that they did not obferve itafurcher we fay.
; thatall that which our Lord Jefus did, is not recorded in Scripture,
i' Jobw.20. 30. Fobw. 21.25. And can we reafonably chink thac. all
things which che Apoftlesor difciples did,are writtenin holy Scripture?
weread not cthat all the &poftles were baptized, where, when, aad by
whom; will youtherefore conclude,that they were notat all baptized?
In things fimpiy neceffary o Salvation,the general precept was fuffici-
enttafhew it fo; and for things fibordinate to decency,unity,&order,
it was left to the Church to determin conveniently in refpe® of times,

- -piaces, and perfons : Irence appearetha fufficient anfiwer to your next.
! ' Gparei. ' . - , ) | |
. o Sedt,
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Se.8. X T X J-Os/dthey bave_amisted it, if ithad been & dnty 71 To
- VV di{g;%céx wom conceffis, eithet prefuppofeth m);fcg ig-

gance in the Refpondent, or bewrayeth it in the Opporest ; Who ever

granted you thac the Apoftles ¢gc. omittedit? or when did you, or

cver.fthall beable roprovethat they did? whac vain trifling ufe yo i

in fuch a frequent begging of thequeftion? .

Se&-g. As it obferved in the Primitive Church for fifty yeers
v \/ after the Apoftles were dead? Jearch the Scrip{urcs
and Ecclefiaftiall hiftory.  We anfwer again ; that you found us in
. pofféflion of many bundred years prefcription, and therefore it refts
onyour parts to thew us that it was not obferved in and from the
Apoftles times (except wntili now of late days) which when you at-
tefijpt to do, or to fhew that any confent of the uniser{zll Church
everannulled the obfeevation cthereof, we fhall begin with you upon
a new feore. If your argument lie thus, 1t ss not fomnd in Scripture
nor in Ecclefiaftical hiffery, &c. Therefore sn the Apoftles times and Fifty

 years after the eApoftics Were dead, it Was net-obferved ; The confequence
isbyme ; for, A mow Scripto ad won faltum, ngn valet argumentum : how
abfurd isit to fay, It is not found written;therefore it was nor done ?all
is not written which Chrift did, as hath been faid -before - if cherefore
you finde any thing to the contrary in your fearch of the Scriptures,
¢e. proclaime your ivpigus (N OpEN ftreets , and facriftce to
yourinvention : We finde that good and antient authors fpake of the
obfervation of that day, as of a-thing long before their times accuftom-
edand in ufe. Sce edmmisnys Marcellinus. .21 who lived about
Three hunidred and fixey years after Chrift. Gregorie Nazianz -Orat-32-
who fived about the fame age, eduguflin and many others. And we
further {ay, that thereafon why lictle or no mention of this days gb-
{ervation, not onely for Fifty but many more years can be found in
cheantieg Ecclefiaftical writers, may be,and meft probably is, becaunfe

' 2&1& none oppofed that rite and cuftome of the Church: So was it
in cafe of pedebaptifme,unto Cyprian time and the Conncils of Carthage
and the UM ilevetan. An. 416.417. (in which ‘Pelagiij: and (eleftins
were condemned) becaufe no oppofition did before that, for fome
hufidred years, give the Orthot‘ilaox Fathers occafic n to difpute or wtite
in-defence of it : indeed, towhat end fhould any write in defence of

* o o Ty - that
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that which none oppofed *But whep {ome pretenders to Chriftian reli.
gion oppofed the rruth; or rajfed fchifmes daggqrous to the unity of
the Church, orthe ‘wholfome Rites and culfGmes of the fame, then
the Orthodox wrote; and.many of their'works are yet extant; and fo
are divers of their Sermons and godly Oratjons delivered to the people
on the fime day, which fufficiently teftify. the cuftom of the C hurch

of Chrift concerning the obfervation of the dayin memory of our Sa-
viours nativity : Laftly, it is well known, thar there were fome obfcure
ages, wherein few or none writ, or-none fo eminent and known, as
thar there writings weretranfmirted to pofteritie.

Set.10. Osv came st to be Chriffs day? ] If you beleivethat avhich -
' ‘ che Angel told the fhepherds. Luke-2. 10, 11, that,
Chrift was on that day borne , this quere is fuperfluous 5 marke the
words, Tke Angel faid unto them, fear not, for bchold 1 briﬂg Jom géod
tidings of great joy which fall be to all people- for #nto yosu is borm thiv day
#a the City of David, a Saviour which is Chrift the <Lord. You poflibly
willfay, whatis that to us? whac caufe of joy
Mave we?Cerrainly the fame thar ail the peopie 0fGod then had if. hrift -
were bornyour Savior :for inthat he faith which fatl be ro all-pesple, he
includeth us Gentiles as well as the Jews, for heis not only the Savianr
of the Jews but of the beleivinglientiles alfo,Bom 3.29 neither of thofe ori-
ly wholived that day, butof all 4ges : you may fay, how know we
whether he were born on that day which we obferve 7 we anfwer, how
know you the contrary > One day of the year he was born; you that fo
obftinately deny- che day which we obferve to be it, afligne us oneo-
ther which you will afhirme, wasthe day of his nativity, except you
think he wasnotbernin any time: You will fay again; Puc why fthoutd
wevyearly obferve a day ? we fay firft, for the fame reafon which Mo{es
gave Mrael for the yearly obfervation of the Paffover; mrhen Jowr
Cbz’ldrm/bz/!/kj untoyosu, what mean you by this feryice ? you fhall fay,
As this day (by the computation of the Church of Englasd) was our
Saviour Chrift born, whom God fent into the world to deliver us,
notfroma temporall bondage but from the esernall mifery of hell
and damnationsto which fin had inflaved us. Again Secondly, you
may as i‘ation‘ally fay, Why thould ‘we at all, orany time be thankful
to God for this his greateft mercy conferred on.the ele&, conflidering
the end of his incarnation, kis fuffering and mans redemption, which
Paul reciteth under the mot ion of 4 faitbfnll

e ﬁ']‘”ﬁ And Worthy of all ac-
ceptation. 1. Tim. 1. 15, and our Saviour recotintech as a principal

Specimen

or commemotation
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fpecimen of Gods love to mankind , Jobw 3 16. indeed it was

the cheif ; won emim prodeffet wafei, nifi redimi prefuiflee.  Ambref:
Andis it not worth chanksin your fence?

- Sedt. 11, ""E ell us the originall of this duty] They who will not
- % learne of Chrift (the omely Mediatour between
God and man, through whom, and by whofe merits onely, they
canbe beard ) tofay, thy weill be domv in earth, as it is beaven, Gc.
may poffibly doubt concerning the originall of this duty, not
_l_(_nowing, or not beleiving the pra&ice of an holy Angel, or a
multicude of the beavenly hofte, prayfifg God on the day of
Chrift's nativity, Luke- 2. 10. 13. to bea fufficient warrant (with-
out confent of Pharifees ) to prefcribe a duty to men on earths
but believers, whofe hearts and rongues do indeed accord in
prayer, neicher queftion the original of this duty, nor whether
it were divine and from heaven, or ofaen; guided by Gods Spi-
rit they were. The ground of your doubtis a meer caption and
begging of the queftion, fufficiently refuted in that which hath
been faid. Vhac youfay, no footffeps at all are left in the word, either
recept, or example looking rhit way 5 confider berter and know that
the gofpel (Lyoke-2.) is the word of God, and the pradice ofa
muiticude of ho'y Angels example fufficient for them who de-
fire ind:ed to do the will of God on earth as it is done in beauen:
Laftly, we fay, thewus before Mr Calvins timeany footflep or
example, 1 fay not of holy Angels, but of any true Chriftian for
your new difcipline. _

Sedt. x2. V V-bctherbbr Papifts may not fay as much for all
-V their heaps of traditions, as we can for this?}
They'may, anddo fay (as yon do) fome things untrue. But for
fatista@ion.in this behalf, .you muft know, 1. That fome tradi-
tions weee. Apoftolical. 2. Thef 3. 6. and they were either writ-
een, .asthe.dogmata, doltrines of holy Scripture , which Jremens
calleth werstatsstralbitionem 1.3.c.4.01 fine charallere vel atramento.
of which,Jaithte wany.mations of the Barbarians,Who belesve in Chrift,
diliyenely boldmg theoldtraditson beleiving in one God the ma ker of the
boaven and eavsh 00~ ail things that are therein by Chrift j ¢fus his fon,
throngh faith pleafe Gotly¢6-¢- Therefore fome traditionsApoftalical,
were not written 'butdelivered wiva voce, to the Churches whli]Ch
C they
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hey planted, asrites for o1 der and cotlvenienqe»ofrhe-fame. “The

round of this dlftiz&ion , the Apoft:e bimfelf laycth down
4 Thef- 2 15. ﬁijing s 2T T 7al wop: Powe, Hold fe_ﬂ'.t’;g
Yraditions, which ye have been taushe, Whether by word, or by our Eps-
fle © Andwe muft remember that the Apofties commirted not all
to writing, but onely thofe things which appertained unto the
ground and effence of faith and fan&fication, orthereto neerly
fubordinate Again it is neceflary to diftinguith ri esof the * hurch
fromn doctrines, and things neceMary from indifferent ; alfo things
perpetual, from changable, whichare not univerfal as fome of
the othersace: for fomaof the Apoftolical eraditions were ace me
modated to times, piaces and perfons, and {o not te be efteemed
univerfally binding, at all times, places, and allperfons ; asfor ex-
ample, faluting with an holy kifs, anointing the fick (F.arm 5.
14.) abliinence fromblood. e4&.15. 0,29. Alfo, asit is neceffa-
vy to diftinguifh in thefe things 5 fo, to know that in things of
their own nature indifferent, thou art bound to give no offence to

“the bretbren with whom theu liveft, but to obferve fuch their rites;

there being neeeffary to all men ever, and inall places, as one
faith, fo one love, butnot-one rite ot enitom, though thefe are
notrafbly to be violated by any perfon, theinftitution whereof
was from its beginning in publike anthoricy of the Church, not
any private fpirits,

Moreover by traditions, good writers fometimes underftand
any thing coneerning rites do&rine an difcipline Ecclefiafical,not
exprefly written in Scripture, but that which is by good and necef-
fary confequence, thence to be concluded, as padsbaptifm, obferva- -

- gion of the Chriftian Sabboth, ¢r¢c. wherein. it is. obferyable that
- Chrift condemned the Sadduces of error, through ignerance of

‘thatScripture,whofe confequence they knew not or would not ac-
knowledge-Mofes faid, 7 am the God of Abrabam,cic.here was ro ex-
prefs word to prove the refurre@ion of the dead ; but. neceflary
confeqnence here is, becaufe God is the God of the living. Thus
underftand in holy duties, that though we muft ever be regulated
by the holy Scripeures, yet is it not always. neceflary to have ex~
prefs Scripturesn terminss forour warrant therein, where a necefe
fary confequence from the general rule is fufficient; for ex-
ample, we finde no exprefs word commanding us to prayin the
Lrglifatongue ; you canpot. hence conclide; that prayingin Eng-

liﬁ)
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2ify is will Warfhip, becaufe vgebzve no exprefs word of-God for
- it5 becaufe the general rule is fufficienit , omnis lingna'landet D=
minam , and the fenfe of Scripture, that we fhould pray in a
knewn tongue ziz: in that tongue which we, & thefe with whom
weipray, dounderftand : we read nocin any exprefs Scriptare
that we muft preach the Golpelin England or that the Apofties
ever did fo; yet you willpot fay thac it is will-Worfip, or Po-
pery fo to do; becanfe the general rule is fufficient warrant,
which faith, Go suto all the world . preach the Gofpel to every Crea=
ture. Mark. 16.15. but this is a tradition and practice of the
Church fince religion was planted among the Eng ifh; though
wefinde no exprels mention of England in holy Seriptures, yee
weknow no caufero doubr whesher we ought to preachin Exg-
land, or may lawfully fo do, withont danger of being guilty of
will-morfbip , becaufe we have noexprefs Scripture for it ; and if
it be( lawtul to preachin this place upon the generall warrant,
- why not alfoto preach, pray, praife God, on the 25. of Decens-
ber » the general warrant concerning the circamftance of time
being, rejoyce evermore, pray wishout ceafing , inevery thing give
thanks. See Ephef. 1. x6. and 5. 20. 1 The/. 5- 16, 17, 18.
1 Thef-2.13. 2 Thef. 1.3.- Phil 1. 3. Col. 3. 15. 1 Tim 2. L.
Hebr. 13. 15- Inwhat Scripture finde you your exception to the
25. of December ? may we not on thatday give God thanksfor
ourqneat ard drink with your good leave # and why not for
_ the greateft of bleffings, the bread of life beltowed upon us on
thacday ?
Toconclude, hence it may appear that the Church may appoint
and ufe excernal ritesand orders for conveniency and decency ten-
ding to edification : though we hold that no tradicion be-:des holy
Scripture s fimple neceffary to falvavion ; yeras eAuguftin faith,
Ep. Cafulane, In hss rebus de quibas nih | certi flatnit Scriptura
divina, mos populi Dei wel snflituta maivrum pro bege tenend - funt,
thatis, In thofe rhings concerning which divine Scriprure determi-
neth nothing certain, ¢’ e cuftom of Gods eople, orinftirutions of
our Anceiters areto be held inftead of a law : provided chat th re
appear nothing therein conftiruted. accuftomed, or ufed, contrae
ry to the word of God : {0 much be fpoken concerning-Apoftolical
and holy traditioms. ' -
2.Apoftolical traditions are tares of the envions mans fcattering,
C 2 meer




[E——— - B

e

_ (12) |
meer inventions Gf men, not fubordinate to falth, fan&ity and edi.
fication, nor confonant tothe holy word of God ; many fuch
crept into the Jewith Church before our Saviours incarnation s
whereof fee (Marh. 15. 2. 3.6, Mark7. 13. Gal. 1. 14. Paul
before his calling, faith, that he was more exceedingly zealous of
the. traditions of his fathers. Wich chefe we may arrange that
fame faraginem of the Talmadifts, and if you will fo call them,
beapes of traditions which erept into the Church of Romse, to the
corruption of do@rine andgruth ; for which traditions the Pe-
pifts fo cagerly contend ; fee cheir long Council of Treat ; and
confider the vaft difference betweeen their traditions, and our
tttes. Popith traditions are generally againftexprefs Scriptures,

. .or neceffary confequences thence to be deduced; and of them,

fome againft the fundamentals of religion ; which none but the
very ignorant or malicious can obje& againft the rites of the
Chursh of England. Popife traditions (properly fo called ) are
points which generally were never received by the Church or or-
thodox fathers, thereof but rather generally -oppofed by them of
the pureft ages; but ours, forinftance this concerning the ob.:
fervation of a day in memory of our Saviours nativity, was never
oppofed untill of late years: Popis traditions, asalfo the Phays-
faicadl, did make void the do&rine of God ; which none can
juftly obje& againtt us: now we fpeak of Popilh traditions pro-
perly fo called; for wearenot of their number who call all that
Popery, which eicher they underftand not, or which agreeth not
-with their famaticalopinions ; for when they fpeak for truth and
Apoftolical traditions, they do no more (peak their owne, then

the Devil did fpedk bis owne words , or fence when (in hope

thereby either to gain credic to his lyes, or 1o bring a fufpition on
the truch of the Gofpel ) he affirmed Chrift to bethe boly one
of God, Luk. 4. 34- Mark. 1. 24. Nay but when he fpeaks
a lie, then fpeaketh be of bis own, Fobn.8. 44. All is not de-
villith  which the devil faid ; fo peither count we all Po-
pifh which the Papifts fay : when therefore they fpeak for thofe
traditions whereby they flid away, and continued not in the
truch of Chrift, then fpeak chey for their beaps of traditions, fuch
as their Conncil of Trems equalled with che di@ates of Gods pi-
ritin facred Scriptures; and fuch other inventionsof man may
hereio be added, as the old Pharifees did, or the modern ngw do

obtrude
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cbtrade upon their detuded hearers for doétrines, whereby they
elevate the commandement of God , and as muchasin them is,
make then of lefs power and authority with men ; and fo force
Gods commandsto give plase to'old traditions, as Papifts do,
or to new , as fome, therein as bad, or worfe, now do. And
now bama vefira cum venia , we would gladly be fatisfied, whe-
ther you (who would fain pinyour fancy of will-werfbip upon
our fleeves) do netyou in your Claffical tradittons, fall ntoa
more juft cenfure, or fufpition of will-worfkip and depowering
the commandements God , who exprefly faith , endeavour to
keep the nttisy of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Ephf.4-3. and Heb.

1o, 24. 25 let ussconfider one amother fo {)rwoke unto love, not for- -

(aking the aflembling our felves together, but your tradition (not fo
mucfs valaing the unity and peace of Chrift’s Church as your
own wills)will not admit any to communicate with you except he
can reach his confcience fo wide as to fubfcrite to your new difci-
p[ine. Geds word faith ( Rom-14. 6.) be that obﬁ‘rverhd dﬂ_y,_ob-
[erveth it unte the Lord; and ver.1o. Whydoft thou jndge thy brother?
or Why doft thou [et at nought thy brother # and ver. 13, let us nst
judge owe another, 3 nd ver 15. if thy brether be greived , now Walk-
eff thos not charitably; deftroy not him with thy meat for whem ( hrift
sied: Andver. 17. for whofoever inthefe things ferveth Chriff, is
acseptable anto G od. let wsthen follow thofethings which concern peace,
and wherewith ene mayrdify anathey : butyou would have ali follow
your rigid opinions, or elfe you will neither hold commanion nor
charity with them ; bnt brand them with that bloody name of mali-
gnant, then which you can fay no worfe, but only reprobate.

Sedt.13. ANd if we once follow traditional divinity, Where fball
we flap 7] What will not unskiiful con dence venter

on? Had you been well informed to:diftinguifh between} tradi-
tions, you might have fpared your felves this trouble. Cerrainly
they that follow the Apoftelical traditions or do@rine of the Gofpel
onely, fhallfately ftop, and reft farisfied therein , which Cuide
and conftancy we heartily wifh you, bur as yet know not
that in vour late-born difcilpine vou follow et-her, who have fo
many off-fets of feveral Sefts fprurg from you, asare oftto feek
where to ftop, or of what religion to be; I fpeak things too well
' knowu
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" knotn; witnefle the miferable divifions which have terne in

4 funider the Jace happy wunity of the Church of England. 1..:1m.y,J
‘ you vainly trifle, and would imply, thatwe obfervinga day.in’
| 1 . remen brance of our Savionrs navsvity, do therein fo‘}low ;,\,,d{t;,}
) . owall divinityin your fence, whichis a parelagifm and lilly beg@p&
@ of the queftien, which ajunior Sophifter would account very ab-

furd and ridiculous.

S Se&. 14. "
¥ Tve ws a definition of that fin whickthe Scripture calleth wif-
5 : worfbip ] If you kngw not what that is , wby take youupa
medium tO prove your opinionwith, which your felf under-
- ’ ftand not?-could you teach, who underfand not what you fay;
nor whereof»you affirme ? if you do indeed know what esrem
spnxeie 15, Why are younot theticall in laying dewn your own
i fence and definition thereof 2 you thdt would catechife us con-
' cerning Wil-worfbsp 5 rather difpute fairly; and your argument
will thus lie. |
Whasfoever the Scriptare calleth Will-worfhip,is a fin :
 But,The Scripture calleth obfervation of a day iw rememberance
 of Chrifts nativity Will worfbip -
Etgo.Obferuation of g day in remcmbrance of Chrifts nati-
vity,ic a fin. N
Weanfwer ; uncill you fhew us where the Seripture fo calleth
v it, we thall laughat your bold weaknefs, who durft undertake
: ) this qarrd: yet ro do yon a curtefy, wetell you that will-worfbipis
any thing brought into the worth p ofGod,withour his comma s
or by the wi'l of man only which hach not its ground in ho.y Scris-
pture- As for our parrs,we worfhip neicher rime nor place(chough
we¢ cannot worfhip without thefe circimftances)we wor thip God
through Chrift (by whom he made boch rime and place, Heb"1.2.
Gen.1. fob.1.2.0 o1, 1.16. we worfh'p him by prayer thanksgiving,
preaching and hearing the holy wordon that Jay ; wtich being ac-
cording to the wiltof God, and the exprefsword of God, bewa e
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X ' that yau befpatter nor with your dirty tetms of will-worfep,
" and the like : we fuppofe you will nec blame the Angels for
< comming from heaven, that they might fingand praife God for

Chrifts nativity on the d.y thereof, and preach the ame anto
men : Obut fay you, you count it a holy day 5 why net ? feeing

- . accord-
-
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sccording ro thewwuftome of the Chureh of Chriff, we fet it apart
tr Gods fervice, Butfay youthen, Isnot chat will-worfbip ? we
demand; 1s dedicatingof athingto Gods feryice, in that adt, a
msking'it holy ¥ or is a countinga confectated thing holy, con-
cluded will-worbip in your Schools ? may butir doth not univer-
fally concludeany worfhip: we fuppofe that you willgrant the
ele& Angels are holy; that fuppofition concludes no adoration
of Angels at all due.
) Se&. 15. - -

Suppefe thefe Queries ducly weighed swill [atisfy any fngeneous

Spirit, that man was the founder of this feftival. | Toargue by
fuch often queries may breed doubts rather then refolve them :
bow you come to lay ciaim to ingenuous, or witty, who are
fatisficd by thefe queftions, we wifh that we were, fatisfied ;
feeing thac the more we weigh them, the lighter -and more
frivolous we find them : your confequence trom your fup-
pofed ingenuous fence is another begging the queltion , which
wife men account the moft foolifh of all fallacies. '

Re&. 16.
Anf. 1. Here ever the CMagiftate appoints [uch days, e5c.

' \/V weremit youte the formeprpanfwer, Sgg}.,s. :;‘
which we onely add , Wasthe Magiftrate or Power appointing
that balf the day , Nowem. 5. fhould be keprholy (in memory of
Gods great mercy that day thewedindeliveringus from eminent
deftru@ion of our bodies ) authors of wilworfip ? or the due
obfervation of thar ftatuce, fuch? which you feem ingenponfly to
fuppofe ; if not, why bad noc former Magiffrates, and Parlii-
ments as much power in the days of old te appointer confecrate
ento the fame Lord, days of thankfgiving and folemn cofamemo-
ration (for their deliverance from eternall deftru&ion of bod
and Soule) asthey had for the other in thefe laft times ? and
why may not we without offence, obflerve them full? our con-
feiences being not fatisfied, how any authority or confent of men
may lawfully recall'impropriate; or, inyour phrafe, take down
that- which they have with a generaland unamimous confent of
lal parties intereffed, once dedicated to the fervice of God, the
famereafog, end, and ufe thereof, flill remaining.

Sect. 17-
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Se&. 17.

Anf. 2. BUt where we are divelted how, and whento colebyate th,
remembance of our bleffed Savisur , for usto [uperad
¢ic. | How and when? If youmean in Pranﬁng God by Cbriﬁ,
'prea'ching him, hearing his word , adminftration and receiving
the holy Sacraments, which reprefent, and remember usof oy
ever blefled Sayionr . we are fo far irom fuperadding, that we
onely defire free iberty of deing chofe very things which Gogs
word evideatly dire@eth usto doin his fervice : confider well,
whether it be not a fuperaddition of yours to permit remembrance
of our bleffed Saviour, adding this exception, onely upon the s
of December ttis afinfo todo : and whether 1n your fence, thig
be notlik&'that fin taxed £zek 43. We underftand not why we
may not remember our Saviours birch-day and coming into the
"world (without which he had not fuffered for our falvation) or
why it fhould be eftemed good on any day of the year, byeevit.
on the 25. of December, if you can folidly teachus, we thall g
deed think you sngennons, and eur felves your debters; bue i
the mean time we confefs; thata day prohibited time apd place,
we cannot underftand.

Sect 18,

X Tke wherétoisthat fintaxed Ezek:48.8.¢0c.] Wefappofe you
—smean Ezek.43.8. which is as much unlike this bufinefs, 4
pur felf to 2 found Interpreter ; thew -us that there is 4

a%imination (Which in that place is -charged on 1fruel) in remenm.

bting that we had a Saviour bern on the 25 of Deeembyr | in
preaching®n shofe texts of holyScriprares, which either foretold,
or declared the truth of God aceordingly fulfilled concerning
~ the fame, or to praife pray, fing +falmes, and read Seripeure,

or'to adminifter the holy Sacraments’; chis is all we defirehoyH
on that day be permicted us : if your weak ftomacks cannot bear
the finell of fuperflitions pyes, or pottage, we will forbearthem,
rather then lofe your company at Chwwh. But to the matter

Phat place of the Prophet , teacheth how Ifyes! finwed in defiling

- the temple of the Lord, by fetcing up idols therein, or in place,

and
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and chapbels neer to the place which God bad fet apart te his-

own fervice, this is jdolatry is there and clfe where called whore-
dome, which he faid, »er. 7. fhould be no more', which was
ficterally fulfilled afqﬁtb&it return fromsgheir Befylonifh capti-

vity;and to fo this da"i'they have noidols, thoygh they worfhip

not the true God arig tbecaufc,;t;gg‘p:lcivcn in Chriftighiom
they do not think yet to be bogg,.af "therefore would willingly
sccord with yeu inforbidding @day-in remembrance of (hrifis
wativity:But to your parallel Jike Whereso c. itigeafily and eruly
refuted, by faying uniike whereto is-that fin taxed éres for there
Ifracl defiled Gods houféby idolatry ; isit fo whenwe preach,
pray, Or communicate? your ingenigis -application i admi-
rable, and’ci§, ftrange that whatfoever you think, thebells muft
ring. -

.
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Se&. 19.4

YE‘twhrrc it is newer otherwife, but the devil bath wsove feraice
that rime Grc. We anfwer concerning thiS Cap putinto Bes-
jarsing Sack_, with whomfoeverit be found, letthim die, and bear his
fin-but we defire the calumniator to tcag and well confider Dear.
10. 16, 17. Cc. o

(¥

ALl &c& 2g.

lTbs‘nb? concerns the Magifivate tolosk_toir. | 1t doth fo,if youw
mean the abufe of it; but that you fay,isstewer otherwife is a ey-
lumny which would fuit wti?fi the accufer of thebretbren, but {hgh
untenths” ilf become a Chriffian : bere your own concefliéfi 19
anfiger enough , were yor affumption tus abufug, nem tols
I;r%fb:‘ ou may know howmnch prayer , preaching, e, exe
abufed; ftgﬂﬂd they therefore be ufed no more?

g Sedt, 21.

.
Eebim read Mg awdryes o7 Let him foras, who knows so
0o better ufe 0F preceious hours.

2
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| - Se&.”:zz- s S
‘ V Hichisthe.cufegn basdiStill beg, it}_ fglw‘e)qqeﬂfo_fi? *tis nét
w Y2 Y thecafein bamd : heteigto follo Ving the inventions of
vat it the worMp of gagé&;wbwa filly comibacant would you
;;3%&&;@, who infiead of ‘Bhig@idisarmes, would oply intreat
his-eoAnrogonift to give him whadihich is contended for ?

¥

‘wté . ' .'Se&_.23. % |
A D ysaf the ten Commangments in [ doing 6. |We. retort yonr
argameat, and thoot your bolt back again, asking you Who
blame the obferuation of this feftivial ; wherhes he that keepeth
« this day ingmemory of ougiaviours nauvity, doth thereby break
any ofthe tew Commandments 3 and if not, then fure it is n0 fin- to
ebferve st; and wha:gro}zlmd then, hayeall your clamors againtt
fokapftant a cuftome of the-Church of Chrift ? tutto come neerer
to you, this your Quare-iswot-muchmore rationall then that ri-

digulous queftion, wher . pars of fpeech iy Quiante won caver poft
dolepit ? what if one thoul asky

ou ;- doth he that violateth cha-

rity and the unity of ché mnrch of Chriff break any of the ten
Gemmandements, would you Bt readily anfwer , that ke breaks
themall ? becaufe you know- that C’}.um't] is “the fum aad end of
the law. AMarh. 22.36,37. 1. 1.5, Witheur which whatfo.
ever ¢lfe wedo, is nothing worth, 1 c&.fg.'r%‘@-‘a and therefore
the Apoftle faich, Rams- 141, 2. é’c.&(@eakfﬁ‘g‘fé’fthings in their
on natute indifferent, whereof he inftancerh in ewo, cheice
e%taw, agd obfetvation of days ) thagGod may be glorified on
tMs,-g;fou%gi‘f that he giveth God ¢hariks:: ver. 10. Aand'é@‘éﬂly
blameth Jidging or cenfuring aBrother in fuch things. vera 15,
concluding that, ifrhy brorher 4, greived &c. wow Wal eff thos net

. * charirably, or according to charity; and if 1by thankfgiving am
partaker of Chriftian Liderry and Fréedome to ferve God and ¢o
give him jthanks and praife

' | kimon any day,, whyic my likeyty
) ! sudged of anether mans confeience > g4 why am¥F evsl /; okex of for
7 1 gi ? Haveyou forthefe ::1':41((J other like
.refpes fo much reat the facred unity ofthe late happy Chyrch of
England, that we now feemn like thofe dry and {cartered bonesin
~ the

-
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the Prophets vifion, Ezek.57. whereof the queftion may be,
G a thefe dry bowes live ? bave thefe quarrels caufed cheEnglifh to
be a fcornand derifion to foriagn nations? hath the contempt
of the-holy Churchés authority “opencdghe door to fo many ridi-
culous, irrationalland impious herefies, which allknow wereat
firft but your off-fers ? hath the bigody {fword fo often difputed
thefe unhappy queftions, undonedo many noble and good' fami-
lies? and T W O
-~ Sed praftat miotos compenere flulliss ,
Tfay no more, burdo you queftiorf whether they by:whom thefe
offences come,do chereiftbreak any of the commandments ? pleafe

our felves, conclude Sure it 15 no fing for our parr, we {ogk upon
thefe prodigious divifions with greif of heart,and fear of the iffue,
being truly feAfible that thefe breaches are too wide already,and
heartily defire their happy clofure s formany rezfons of great~
eft moment, fo for that which the holy Ghoft recordeth, Gen.
13.7. to mark the dangerous imporgunity of that ftrife, between
Abrabam’s and Lot's paftors, The Lanaamite and the Perizzite
dwelled thew in the land. Let us therefore entreat all inthe A-
poftles words Phil. 2. 1-&rc. If there be sherefore any confalatiom
in ( brift if any comfors of loveyif angfellowfbip of the Spirir,be likce
minded, bawing the [ame love, beingefone accord, of ene minde&rc.
And now joyn in petition witlns, unto the God of peace that he
would be pleafed o breath.the Spirit of unity and life upon our

divided parts, and to give aright underftanding toall parties,

that Wit[')l one heart-and tongue we may glorifie him, and live
-~ to him, that we may be fgved by him. _dmex.
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