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..i, i 'hﬁ* : ; - fu l.“an o
¥ Hinigs, in;. *h,ch we-sme ‘.ﬂm mmgum allibe,
- I e, that fixteen Hupdréd Vears 480%a*Gertain; Many
oA who, wasalfo @od, «called Fefusy; was born.ina S:ablefor
thq lvatmn of Mankind;; andtyet, 1 al;‘t}:q,',e onld be -
smongit us, q,ﬂxonlql counﬂtm piece, of 1l nligum, snotto
keep oly-tk .bq,y, Q!l the w qh fgt faid.i 3 '
* bam;, gmhapm imes !
- Zelarel; Does not Rgafon,- theB; oFG od,w
if, the anrub&qnml San-of tie A msgf\t a3 be
" for, ;;;r (’,ilresto beéor% Ma iig:‘oat gxglf;mt}_ Wi
our;Mortality . Weroughtwith-Joy a ankigey
£o hight o Favonr 2 yAnd-dgeg inpt she Jame Re
reacﬁ ys, ; that th&ferting a park that, particy _
can guéfs, on which'fome- notab iden appened;-in

mow of it, docs:ftrangely helps,” more five s andiafe L

" fqCtionatly to comiemorate the faid Wondet? Tell me candidly-yonr.
* Thoughts,.. Should we by no.ather Mejnori e Hiftory of
 Bafcobely :elagp to Pofterity.,. ;the. wonderful Rels OUE
 Gragious Soveraign; how fictle knewlcdgsz,.fan w.faint a‘Belief
. thinkeyouwarld thereBe.all.over Englad, o range Wonder
and all'it’s cgrcum&ances a thonfand years- hpnqe We eannot reaw’
"~ fonably.imagin, byt the gengrality.of - the commionPeopleiwould be
“wholly, 1gnorgn; Q and we.may without rath mi

: ‘, thc,mJ wou!d tm : Ggmllmg Wits; who wo

rifome m mingly; ‘unl
ation-as fa sigm B QLAY
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“sedafion;. dnd tis not't _but till Doony

ﬂ;a.llhe anaffured Bchef, and freﬂs oi.u.gu_the y

< of all Englifh Hearts. Has Nature then madeus {o cunnin;

. vertokeep mﬁemory what we liave a mind fhould né

" ten? Andiceh you think Grage,- ot ‘the: Holy Gﬁo&w

make the ﬁr& lanters of Chriftanity fo n'g, as to j

dient3. how all: Generations dii thtWorlrL ef; might :

afrelh. etnﬁl;y .and affured Faith of thﬁ:onderj Nativit
théirLovd! atid Savidul 3 éfsedially’ Whensthe 1 lf-Menibrg.of

:mﬁa-mmmm Nativi hwith it's tirchmiftancedi

conducing tothe Salvation o the*Woﬂd? *Binawhydoj e :5 A8 ‘

thority.of Reafon and:Natiire? Did not; infisit’ -neFring Wid
and the.God BF‘Nétqreﬁfe this very Meuins; €0 topagate to/poRe.
. tity. the:Membr ¥ of the fluperidion Wonders,.he' wion lit aritid
- higbeloved Peop lc the Fews, by the hané of !us*S&v*b :
Read. from' the ﬁxﬁi ?ter to the fourteedth,: in
_.Ewaﬂm, and:take- notice of ithofé -t eVVénders AI :5 :
iem to compel Plumoh to Iet his chofen: Peﬁple 'htg the-.
efs ‘fo Wor lmu«dr viall 'thié Rivers: of E A
thé drhdg Gcimﬁ' ﬂieln ver *hoﬁﬁfsmt a%&'

B

. _‘ mz‘*aﬁd fially; killinﬁaﬂﬂftli@il‘kkbbm of Mitan
gwhnmﬁ y-of thefe: ‘\{Vﬁbndgrs to:a

- AR nowbetaiifea live
_2ations;"would ‘be of admirable benekit: tacvery%g@ as mel,l
. prefetve i thein'a fitong adual Faith'of: the tme ngu
. of all thofe- Miracles, asa' Holy Dread ' of the fa
‘Joftyjand care to obfoiveshis Comthandermibue: !m gﬁi
dainedithat for-ever, thativen ddy, ‘ot Whigh} his Peaple
~ ‘Bgypr; guld BeSolemn aiid éted“ amw‘«‘wa- wi th
- monies, ‘as might iake Pofterity 1éit Ance
of Egypr mapy. Rundtéds of ye
sndieat thg;ﬂefh*éﬁ the. fame L L
. sokenof wﬁatthetrﬁheeﬁo id' mlllt emanner i £ 5‘
5 meknbec thesgreat: hatterln: lef, beyfd‘ ﬁgd '
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e of the Lamd of Egie

-aotilet'is gooy:the Liovd killed ‘all:the Firfi-b
from the Eirfobovmof Man.voitbe Firftling ¢ ,
< ficeivo the Lord all thas opens she Worb of the.2 eSex,

. Firfisbegarsen:of .my Sons I iedeem. - Such a provifionas this,n i

utterly impoffible to the Fews, ever to forget. for all Generations,
what the Almighty hadawrought in favour of their Anceftors inbrings:
ing them: outuof - Egypsi.: ‘And hie: muft be out-of his VViits, gx- Al
voud of common. fenfc; -that could queftion- s master of f_:fa'gi’vfo' A
- edina Book; which a'whol€ People time out of. mind has veneras -
_ted:us s.moft true Hitory. For had the Rivers of Egyprnof been .
. gurmed into:Blood; :(:thelike 1 fay of thereflt of the VVonders )no
. mus could have ‘had the impudence to have committed to V Vriting
- ag moft certain Truths; what,thoufands muft neceffarily have known
 to be moft notoriousLyes. Much lefs could anyonehave prevail-
cd-with many thoufands, in.a’ nioft.fetiqus and . folemn manner to

- commemorateyearly with thankfgiving;o-God',';'-_;w_hat_thg_y allknew -

. hadneverhappened, " bl
.- And canitnow.enter into-any Chriftian ma tt to think; that =
Mafes wasmore faithful and carcfut to-preferve in the Memoriesof ~

; to-deliver th&}par- & ;
: ¢

. thie Fews, the V-Vonders the Almighty wrou
* ticulat People from under:the Bondage of Ph
5: Apoftles, ,to_ké?_ in the frefh

ous VVonders :wrought . t
{ithie:Eternal flavery of Sin.and
ds followers, have left writs

;- Refurréion, and-quggﬁ

ory-of allChrifti-~ @ .
deliver the -whole. -
evils? Let ithes
Memoridls of his .~ |
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"t ; “he well m&et&g&l’i hnW‘t‘hey'qoﬁla

" Befi w__u’héut themsaking of fuch an. Ordipations
or*atlfaﬁfwnfhatgel_? ng owér and Char. fe mthmsnéceﬂ'oisfma
ordsin. - Such’ Ordinationsbéing abfolutely neceity to. pofterityar
& long diftance s howlocvet,  lefs. needful they m;g ¢ be, to them, -

. Wwholived: fo‘necr the time;vhen that and the other Myferies of our .
Lord! Jefus'were aded:.Norlet\us deceive.onr fe Ivésignd poflerity;
by pgeteﬁd'ibg to mmembqr ourLord's Natmty evh!y‘ﬁay; too ng s

ience telling us, this is the way feldom’ or:hever;: foundly:and -
Hieattily to think of it. In our own Country; what'sbhedome of all = -
menmiory of Gowry's Confpiracy, for.want of g day to reiembeyit?
- Andhad not the fifth of November beei feta«pzrt ‘particularly tokes
-, ‘member the:Gun-powder Treafon, but had cveny onebéendeft to: res
anember it every dayinall likelyhood the memory of that torrid Ploy
h?d been by this tm:e qmte Toft i an thememonés of' thevulgar peo-
e’

. ¢ But all thatT: have hntberto bten fcymg, only Them, ﬂmtfhe
. ipointment: of a:particular time to ‘remember our Lord's- Naml
was worthy of tﬁ:l-lol Apoﬂles; but what: evxdenﬁe bweweth ;
theH A]fdmc‘sﬁlia\re a&udl; indde any.{uch Ordination:? !Why, |

. ‘what®¥idence Wonld you have? Indeed they hiwe! written-no Book
1o té®mmend.- the Obfervation of ahy particulir, duy to. Po&cﬁq '

but if they have: tau hefuch an Obfetvation. byword of mouth,. to -
; the Wotld; where theypreachedt “‘fpel 3iis

tust tenin otirt oughts, Ttavel ;;‘iey i"éfh{g e. 8
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whéy téll tis ina«
' Blefled Saviou
~our Coliﬁ v |




 yand:moreover, vpon what Siifid
hogrecing Eafer Day wad # be |
14¢h.of the Moon ‘of 'Murdh, -in cafe
Jue.Quaday, .the other not till ‘thé Sunday following :
- now hadthey differed about the keeping of Chriffmas Day, andthat .
Ay  JHChe fhould. have faid, a day was toibe kept, andprecifely.the:
33t0.of December, and the orher fliovkd have contended noDayat:
;ﬁ was £0 be kept : This would have beena moré notorious Difas. -
- §regment, thanupon: what Sunday Eafler was.to be folemnized.
- spdironfequently would have been: taken-notice of by our Hiftorio=.
IR A .Bpisffas-;f Hence 1. infer, the Brirrains kopt holy Clhpifimas Day,.
© - Belpre the coming of Aufin, For it cannot be doubted, but Auftin
o :q; ht fiom. Reme the Religion- that-was then pradifed at’ Rome,
Pl gl’qs,man;f;_& that at Rome,. they then, and many years before-
. kept-Holy 'ﬁhﬁ,d&‘!@,f'ou “Lord’s Nativity, - For we have Sermons..
gicd at. Rome.npor the day of our Lord’s Nativity, by St Leo -
8. above.a hundred \years before. Nor et any one be afraid of* -
6, 9ndher way of VVorfhip thus early ; -the Church of England
 willinglyep t& the Faith and Praice of Rome, and other Chrj.
- Rian CMdes,. forthe firlkfix bundred yoars after our Blefled Saviour,

~ - gen. fipceoue Gonverfion: to Chriftisnity by Auffin, our Chroniclis.
g\m 'ﬂ?ﬁ‘ nti fWhat:Nitionalsyt_zd orCouncil, commands
‘ed it to bedo un obferved, asit has beentime-out of mind: -
i everyPeriflvin; ;- .Should -any Forreiner that comes into -
ur 5 44 ¢ of ithe flanding of our Plows, the shutting:
he freguenting of Divine: Service in every.
wemper, he would inftantly conclude, we -
Bracice by chanee; but that it was, fo com...
fome Soveraign power: Ecclefiaffical or Ci-
will every tationial man'make, upon thege. -
ions of Chriftraas Day.: Towit, that we ne-.
bfervance gg-chaxg@e‘s- but either we were all
reme Authority fince

. 5 :
- Befides, | a&*tkm fexrvation of Chriftmas in our Nation, beenbe.




mverfatly praﬁd‘ed o\rer 4
iclirde, cither to have been Or
~fome General-Council, for thatit canndtbe prefuined. tha
. +Nations could by charice fall upon thé Religiong Obfervatic
*fame Day,~or.other Ceremonial Right. . And le Whoﬁfl.{éu.
~ ~courfeas this does not fatisfy; but he fill Doubts & Difplites’s H
" -~canhebéfuréthe Apoftles ever t;ugbt any fuch' Obfervation - Sy
. *ah ong-1fay lethim take: heed ;i for he is dangerouﬂy dg‘ 4
“throw away - the whole New' Te&ament For how caly Ké 1
*St. Matthew wrote this Book; S.-Lmke that, audfoo "the reit,
_ *by. the. - univerfal immemorial Teftimony. fc#én’ul’* i
" ~Cotnitrys.. If: Almighty God will Oblige me ta Keep fiich Da

' +ly, aswere fo appointed, and’ reverence fuch. Books s Djvine, gl
. wefe by Divine Infpiration written, fikteen Hundred ¥ hﬁw
*vwias boin, he canniot: reafonably expeétlméuld know |
«either fhe’ oneorthe otlier, but byt

_“niy Anceftors in feveral Coufitri
 “maent I thould Anfwer ﬁlevrefu; 2
«vance of fuch aDay;
~celtors, Feannot tell It
*Saviour.to takecare, that no
= 'ﬂhnférrallg to-tell ‘
'+ hkemdy- efaid of a’ Holy'D
. Written' by a Hol ftle of Jefus Chtif
“béfore. . One M may be refumed
"Nations n;ver did; no 0 4]
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- But if Cﬁﬁm: Day was taught the \ Vorld by the Apoltlés, how -

- comes. it to pafs we have no mention of it in.all theNew Teftament 7
"VVhat daies-wereto be Obferved by theFews, are made mention of, - .
over and over in the old Teftament; how comes it to pafs, if Chriff-
mas Day, or other Days be o be Obferved by Chriftians, -we find:

-

- ; ne mention of them in any of the Books of the New Scripture; Re-

* Hiftory of our Bleffed Saviours

o '_-‘ROQk-mﬁkiﬂE mention: only, o

.fle€t: upon the. nature of the-Books of the two Teftaments, and the- i
Reafon is Manifeft.  Forifyou confider the Old Feftanient; you wilks e
- find not only Hiltorical Books, fuch are the books of Yudges, the Kin s xS
- @c.and moral . Books which trcat of good Life, ¢g¢c, fuch-arethe Pro- - !
verbs, Eccleflaftes & others: Butbefides thefe, there are Ritual Books, .. - i
which by.the very fubject of them every ona fées, their Defign was.
to defcribe the externaMofaical VVorthip, as to Obfervation of ™ ..
Daies, Prieftly Garments, 3acrifices, etc. “Such are the Books of = - -
- Exodus, Lewiticus, and Denteronomy. *And therefore.no’ wonder if° - - )
you find exactly Tet down, ‘what Daies that people wasto keepHoly, 7
How. their Pricfts were to be Confecrated, and how Velted intime
. of Divine Service, crc. Butnow calt your Eye upon all-the Books of
-the New . Teftament; and you’l not find one that you'can reafonably.: .
prefumie, the Author .of ithad a Defignin jt, to Defcribe-the-Externat:
VYorftip.of- the Gofpel :. VVhatdajes for Example, we Chriftians. i
areto. obferve in memory of Chriltian Mercies and Mifteries, what- - &
Garments our Priefts are to ule iy Divine: Service, ¢r¢c. Andyetthe: -
T:ight of God within us tells us, fich Inflitutions are very.ufeful tojin. e
crcafe. Piety, when Religioufly Obferved:- and all Hi&q‘ry-;té!-!;s'_u"s",;- P B |
- that immemorially in all Nations, there have been certain external:
thiﬁﬂn Rites, not mentioned il'lthCHolY Scﬁ turcs, ever: -ﬁng’g t‘he : Gl o
ficlt planting of Chriftianity among(t them. The four Gofpelsarea . :
' l.ilge' and Death, who lived as to-the: -
esternal Rites of Religion according tothe Jewith Law,’and fo we:
~ cannot. reafonablyin: any. of them'expe; what Days we Chriftians.
- aretoobferveinthe time of theGofpel. ~Jndeed hadthe A&sof ther = - = -
. Apoftlesbeenintended as an exa@ Narration; howthe Apoftles lived: = = -
a3.to the whole courfeof their Life ; what Daystheykept Holy,and.
what Days they Fafted, re.  VVemight reafonably: have expeits
ed fome mention there of Cbrgmm ‘Day and Lent : But that Holy

king me y; of fome few particular paflages, of |

- orthred of the Apoftles Lives;' the Apoftles might well keep Chriffst -
- mas Ty and: Lene£oo, and teach themvallo to their fvlt Canverts, and?
y¢t therobe o profound filefice of fch @hlerations i i ook of




5. As for St. Fobins Prophetical Bad

eittier of Clrifimas Dy ot'Leit:

w, when St Fobn: fays

9.

‘fiton:th

%

Ligtds Day, he may mean the Day of ou

A

the yearly Eaffer. D1y of his Relurré@ion, as well ag our vy

his Refurr s well ‘as-our VVeekly-
" Sunday.. The réft of the New Teftament arccertain Epiltles orLct?

. -térs of fpiritual Counfels written by St. Paul or fome othégﬁ'i&jidﬁlc;? o

-particolar-Perfons or whole- Cities, already inftruéted in the Ghriftit.

-an_way of ‘VVorfhip: But.why they fhould n¢eds make - mention

-therein of ‘Chriffmas Day; I underitand  not, . unlefs perchance the -
Perfons they wrote unto, ‘had been deficient in keepingit Holy, -

“But, does not St. Paxl expreflly decry tht keeping of CGhriftmafs-

Pay;'in one of his Epiltles, and tells ‘the Chriltianshe ‘wrete to,:
. ‘he was afraid he had laboured in vain amongft thém; by feafon of
their SupetRitious Obfervation’ of Dayes. Gal. 4.°¢gi 10, ‘Hiw are
_yeConverted againto weak and beggarly Eleients, which; yoiswill Serve
again? Ve obferveDayes, and Montiss,and Times and T ears. Vi ani afvdid of
.~ you, left I Jhould have labonred amongf you in ¥ain.::Was. then. the
Holy Apoftle afraid, left the -Galarions fhould 1éave’ Chriianit
- -and.return.‘to Judai(h or Paganifin , becanfé of
- Chriftmafs- Day, in Memory-of out Blefled Savi
inMemory-of his Fafting forty Dayes, or- ;
Refurrection ? 1s this alikely. Story? Or'isiit not-evi
Context, Of their returning again to weak and poor
becaufe: of | their returning to the-Obfervati
‘Commanded by Asfes, or Pagan:Dayes, in
-ot.Saturn , he:was afraid’ they. would Reli
them Recei and become Fews again ‘ot
- ¢hinks, Tam afrajd of Superftition, and Wi
"~ vig a Day, which, 1fear, Godhas never Comi
B | fraid of

e




whop,xouﬂ,y ob(arve ain Dayes, i M¢ ory. of

‘md Rﬂfufteﬂwﬂo Chrift, ot thofk who iprophane.
Who are moft likely. gq gto“'?,ot
b d Root all Mo '

-~

But .be te remember ana pon__d ¢
Lord's Natxvuv, with.it’s circumftances every dgy 4 N:
gra.p :mapy.things tegether, holds falt 5 ]

acity of, ous:Soulyis fo limited thati wsw
of ;qur, Lord’s humble Nativitydfink degp into us

the fpiritual Fruit they.are apt-to-work inus, w
. atd;no other but them foragood feafon together. and repe
ver apd ovare- He. thac will pretend to haye .!,; rts
Thoughits every day, : wnll I feary qppp no, d,ayl-
tual purpofe. . Letusnot.pretendigoibe wnfcsg

ordered the Fewr,and he has ordeeed. usbk@i{h h

.- 'ty.of Spiritual Seafons. Let it therefore be conc againit

~conformﬂ: (theAll-Merciful Jefus: open theirEyes) th .aRelngl
fervation of Chmj}mg}, has nothmgvof Supcrft , j‘but agr
of Chriftian Piety init, sk

mi we: keep nt? If 2 any Man l;qep a. day'.
. Lordy Soashiskeepingof it-maynot Contriltate, but Re¢
Rejoyce his Dear and Greateft Lord: So, as his keeping
- make him all the Ycar after, more ftrong "and’ ready, to.i
tread in the Steps (asneer as Humane- Fradty will permi
famc Logd Let now this Ho fper
part: ‘of 1ty in devout Prayers
- ries of the Solemmty, Readl 134
_to the occafion ; Giving large
. needy, in gramude t0 ﬁnp, who
o only Spl‘-l. ., And the trath is;’
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thenif Alia on; tbc neﬁv- (v liana‘f.lﬂbul%* famd I
¢ e, lButR“lwhﬂ Fruu:« gh)l:we eﬁp‘e&ﬁ;




