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The old Heathens feafting Day, in honour to S«-
turn their Idol- God. :
The Papifts Maffing Day.
Tlie Prop’ane mans Ranting Day.
The Superftitious mans Ido! Day.
\, The Muliitudes Idle Duy. .
/Vifhercon, becaule they cannot do Nothing : Theydo |
worfe then Nothiug,

Satans, That Adverfaries Working-Day.
The true Chriftian Mans Fafting-Day.

Taking to Heart, the Heathenith

Cuftomes, Popifh Superftitions, Rant-

ing Fafhions, Fearful Prowocations, Horrible
Abhumi wi ns committed agsin®t the Loid, 20d His |
Chrift, on that Day, an1 Days following. l

Ezek, 11.13. X¢ have done a'ter the mavsner of the Heatben. lj
Yer. 7. 35, which I commanded wnot, neither came it into my
b

beart.

Gal. 4. 10. 11, k7 cbferve dayt, Iam afraid of yow,left I have

beffowed npun yiu labowr in va'n, E
Hol. 2. 17 ccmpa-ed with Exed, 23. 13, Deut. 13. 3. |
Iwill take away the Names of Baalim ont of ber month, and

|

they fball vom.re be remembred by thgir name , !
P AT TN R e B C,mﬁn'ug* ' |
o |

London, Printed for Hemry Cripps, and are tobe f{oldae his
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.muft give our reafon, though
e haply yowmayguelle atit, why
by we}ﬁm,fthe third Se&ion firfll
SLAREE Pieale you to contule the Fpi-
Heto:he Reverend Minifters, there you
will find anraccount -of onrbufinels, and
Methodiof our procefle therein; and that
this of Chriftmats, fer we muft fpeak thae -
we may be underftood, isthethird pare of
enjoyned task. But.confidering that'Day s
now approaching, whereon the God of
this world (a5 a world of men have
made him, and domewas God ~henour

him) will betogeticr with-the Belly another
| 2 God




Tothe Reader, ,
God (of the fame make) moft ftudioufly fer-
ved witha fervice well becomming fuch
Gods, Riotting and Drunkennels, Cham-
beringand Wantonnefs: confidering this
time, as we faid, together with thy good
now and hereafter, we have_offered this to
thee firft leaft you fhould run with the mul-
ticude that keep Holy-day into all excefs of
riot, whereunto you will feel your felfe dri-
ven by acunningSatan wichin, and another
without, ifa glorious Arm interpofe not :
For foit muft needs be, where two Gods are
ferved, The onely True One is blafpheamed
and abhorred. Confidering, we fay, allthis-
we have doneasyoulee, defiring heartily, it
may be a word well Timed, fpokenin fea-.
fon, and fet as upon the Wheel, Prov.15.23.
25.10,12. Icis not proper tor us now to
Charge or to Counfel, But wo to that man
that will not hear the Charge of the Lord,
and Counfel from his mouth, for fo faith the
Lord.Therfore indeed of that wo let us pray
That we may hear this charged upon us, by
truely learned and Godly Minifters as decply
as Paul chargeth Timoghy upon another ac-
count 1. 5. 2.1, we charge you before God,
. ~ and




Tothe Reader.
“ andthe Lord Jeius Chrift: & the Eleét And'
“gels, That ye enquire inta the mindof
Chaft, in reference to the oblervation of
thofe dayes, we very ignorantly, and then

as boldly,if not prelumptioufly call the [Ray *

of hisNativity and Circumcifion.-Ro more.

Then fecondly that we hearken what God
faith by the {3id Meflengers of the Churches
and glory.gf Chrift-) and as dear chil-
dren be followers of thetm, as they follow
Chrift, and thofe<truely called Chriftians
who thorow faith and patience inheric the
promifes. And for ather guides follow

them, as they lead to Chrift, and be com--

manded by them, asthey command for
him ¢ Forthereis Oneand but One; aLea-
der & Commander for his people, Ifa.55. 4.
He that rules over men fhould be juft, and
command inthe Lord;Butbe that ac his pe-
ril. Look we well to this, that weobeyin
the Lord. The greateft Rulers in the world
then ‘much more our petty Rulers in our
Towns (we will gono higher, thatwe may
not out compafs our knowledge) O how
croffe and contrary they are, and as they are
they run, fome ofthem clean crofle to thac
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Tothe Reader.

Onely Leader aid Commander, firetching
‘ out the hand againft God,and firengthning
¢ themfelves againt the Almighty, they run
‘ upon bim.Some,yea too many of them, e.
¢ yen.on his neck,upon the-thickBofles of his
bucklers.So Job defcribes 2 wicked man in
his natural courle, ch.15.25.26.Even o our
Rulers in fome of our Towns do, what they
do:in Cities we enquire not. Bt we werk
faying,the greateft Rulers inthe World are
but Rulesruled.  Jefus Chrift dloneis the
‘ Rule Ruling, Beware of him, and obeyhis
‘ voice, provoke him not, forhe will not

¢ pardon your tranfgreflions : for my Name
is in him, faith the Lord) ‘Exod. 23, 21. If
you {hall obferve this with allobfervatiofs,
you fhall do-well. AU

Farewel.

L.
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The Third Query is, whether the Day, commonly
called Chriftmas-Day » isto be kept holy 2 The
Negative, Thatitis notto be kept holy, isunder
our Maintenance,

Cuaavr. L.

“ x 7 E would promife fome things her: alfo very brief-
fy. Fift,tothe Readerin common, thento the
Reverend Minilter io fpecial that enjoyned thie

T.sk.

Tothe R ader, That he miy becleared in the procaels of
our €- joyned and and-reaken Tack, wh'eh was: To hold this
forrh from (scrad Scipiure, Thar, {upp (g (Yor we may fup-
polc that of which we make ro qu:ftion) Chr ffmas-Day is
not t2 be kept boly : A godly Mipifter cuzttro teack bis peepls
{o, =nd rrouble them ab utir, and heat then off from that cb-
fervarion whereunto they will feel themfelves drivin by a curf-
ed thinz wihinthem. Indved we hold to this, Thathe ought
and muft drive iis p:ople as he can from the obiervation
of rt.ofe Tim.s, which rave nor the impreffion and flaunp of
Godupanttem. B thiswefbilln ¢ medd|- wich here, 1e-
fe.ring it to its proper place, e fift Seftion. Thigone! , us
we faid, falls und-r o ma‘ntensnee here, (V7 hat the Dayis
not tobe kept holy 3] And it wa are able to tmke good ehis
Negarive, thenyonmay chick wa have castfam frcilem O hard?
enskk in our hand, to cleer this from Scripture, That agedly
Minift r mu?t tell his people fo, as aforefad; and (hsll we
deubt not, through D.vine Affiftance, be fully clegred ‘h:re-

A2 , after
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man,
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sfrer in the progrels of our undercaken task, S much to thes
Reader.

And nextly to your (alf. Sir, Before we enter upon the de-
bate, ard (o maistaio ou: underraking, we hold it our duty, to

cleer yon a5 much as we ¢.nin-chis matter.  And where we
cannot, though we do what we ¢, there we will leave you
to God to cleer your felf before him.  This we muft {peak oue
for your cleering, That you did not honour thisdiy, while you
w:re amongft us, withaSermon, or an; other fervice upen
that day, though importuned fo to do, as a fottilh, brutith peo.
pleufe todo. Thatis all we canfay tor you ; that which you
fay now, makes azainft you, as we fuppofe, andnow falls no-
der debate, for you fay, ““That boly men have done ity kept the
“ day holy, and have mainta'ned their fo-doings in heir writ-
“ings: And therefore you conclude, Thatother matters arg
¢ to be handled, and that poinc of obfervation, as to that day,
“notto b: dealtin before the people, (let th-m alone with
¢ their culomes) Itis s controverted point, h ly men are for
“¢ ¢he obfervation of that day, and holy men againft it ; Let it
be leftin Mdcd.o, fpaak neithe: for it nor againit it, medio 1n-
tiffimus sbis 3 thisis your advics, and we judge it not, bum
tha:k you forit. Your inzentions may be holy, your ends pure
before your own eyes, andthe eyes of others; And all thac is
nothing before God, unto which Mafter youftand or fall : Icis
not what our sntemtions are, but what the word of inflitusian
is, for thac carries it againft all che godly aod learned men of the
world ; fuppofe them tob: ailand evety onefor the keepirg
kely that day ; whereas we are venly perfwaded, you will nog
find two godly mennow adays, muintaining the O fervation
of that Fealt, either by their writing, preaching or pr.Qife:
yetif you (hould fpye out two, we humbly co'.ceive, they are
teo many by two. And we conld wilh, that you had not fpo-
ken a word n favour of it ; for theleaft word whifpered in fa«
vour of an Zde/ Day, (hould be as much avoided by a trus
Chriftian, we think, as was the offering the leaft Grain ot In-
c:nfe to an Idol God, by the faithful Antipaies[ Anti papas]
in days of old, whereot yon have read fo much, thas we will
tell you nothing,

| And
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And we are per(wa‘“dad\h\z; could hold ebis forth (had yow ‘
commanded s, butyou cobfidered our ftrength, and dealt with Sect 3.
us 18 with children in unlerftanding ; asindeed we are yet )
able to cicer this from ttem uthof God, That this name
Chr (} nas isnot to be nanednal fs withindignationby 1 godly
man, toly and irdeed {ochan cne, godlyin Corift Fefus. Les 1 Cor. 5. 1.
us, {2y th: Roemifts, whichis cheir councel alfo, “Keep toour Hof. 2,17,
fore. fachers words, and we fh:ll keep to our fore-fathers faith, ! T1m.6.20.
[and be 25 1dolacrons il as they were, | Keep up the Name of Jee Carew,
Chrifimas, ( hatiscne of th ir old vrords) and we thall keep P. 576.577.
up [ the (upei ftitio s Caftmes, and H:athenifb practifes io ufe
among us az that tme. § Do oot you, (it our advice may take e muft ds
place) alow yourpzople th: Name, for then they will al ow whzt poffi-
them‘elves the thing, thofe Idolairous {-rv c:s, cuftomes and &'y We can,
pra&ifes, betore fpoken of : If you will tHow them an Inch tha the ve-
heve, %5 W. {ay, indulgeban: fibilains, they will tzke a0 E L7y names,
Crrrainly, Minifters thould not fuff-r us to come n'ch Popeey, ée7ms and
they (hould bid us kecp from the V.rgesof it to :bRain trom phrafes that
the leaft appearanceof thatgreatev) Yz muft reftrain usin Idolatcrs
our provokirg ways, ye mult tell us we fland not faft, whils beve a/ed
we {tand neer to danger, no mare then we do, {anding neer might be
thofe p'aces where the Sea isbe:rng.'n ; yetif we will do (o, #r¢erly abo-
for we are very wil'nl ; ye (hould frowm wpon #:, we thiok, lifbed, and
ind reftrain us whatye c:n; affuringus, xoth'ng is little or remembred
fmall, asnos in Gods Law, {o vor o His Worflip, nolin aty xe meye,
of tho‘e matters which 12 don to the greatelt and higheft p o- Exod.23.13
voertiors. &ndtf ye(h llror fodo, ye 6+dus, upoo the mat- D.ut, 12, 3,
ter, to fpeak and do 35 we have done s Name the 25, of De-
cemb:r as fuperfti ici (lv, a5 we commonly ot t:¢ the Lords day.9#s non ve-
* heathen (hly s Yo mult eftrain usin thefe things, elleye bid us fa¢ cum po~
do 1t K cp-on your H a‘hen th Nmes and Cultomes fhil, teft jubes,
Let s, {ay the Roemiffs o the plice fore ment'oned ; take beed
¢f the words of Here'icks (hey mean thofe ¢:uiy godly, allove: A&, 24,14,
the world, who can {peak of chat Herefic as Pinldid: ) And
fhould not we fay as iruch of thole Hereticks indeed, whofa , o, \
Reiigion or way of Wotthip is but meer error, as their head 2 Thef.2.34
and boly is but meer Wickednefs ? Lec us take heed of the words 7"%’” Jeen
of thefe Hereticks, clie we fhall never coms gff cleerly from % ©¢%
| A3 theix
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gheir works. You teachyouE people, we think, we kaow it
is your duty, Thati isnot enough that they forb-a - an Oath,
b it that they inuft fear an Outh; 0o oncly not to co rmit fin,
but to hate,yea to sbominate (o to dojlo i » this cafeynot enough
not to ebferve this Tiol-dav,bu thhathtodoi:: We cannog
choole or like that we do not love 3 porlzave or decling chat we
do ot Zeath. We mult bate evary falewey, bectule God ha-
texhit: And withtha: exclient R {'r, con: nd -ganit thols
ther witl wak thorin, icring up rur felves sz -l fuperltious
perfons and g z¢tiles, asall thae tiuly worthip the Fsther, muft
do; fo they csnnot but (how how much they love him, whst
zeal they have for him, and with whao indignation they are
carried out acainft sll that and onely that, ther Lord hath tndig-
nation zgsinlt.-- Bt we will ¢ike no mare wrk irto our hands,
but what you werepleat. d,confideri. g our Shoulder (for which
we thank you) toinpofe upon us, The tainraining the Nega-
tive, That Chriffmas Day, (commonly fo callzd by common
and unelean tongues) is sot ro be kept holy, that th: recple are
to be'told fo, and b.aten off from it, =nd no delay tobr vled in
thefe matters, fhall b: we hope cleered, as was {aid 6 is ce-
fpetive place, | '

Cuapr. 2.

Ecre we muft excufle you aguin; you hke not that

ancient plea for the oblixvatt nof the day, o/d cu.

ftomes, our Grand parenis k.pt this day, fo dd

our ; arests, and fo have we %fo:g\hl;,hqrto,,and {o

we are refolved to do while we live, flybboinly enongh, This
i$ too rotten tu hold, and as witd 2ud fawey roafonming itis,
25 thzits was, whitour Pachas did, we will do, how abemi.
nable foever theirdoings wer -+ A dyctthe htds you have
faid, for the cbfernationof the Day, fa:h vo lLittle torcein i,
being takent fiom” Spri;:ure”, it your All.gstion be 1ight :
that which yott may bo.iuw trom the writings of holy men,
and from theiv pradifc alfo, is aflijt1: or no sccount at all with
us, though fomething may be faid to it in duie place: we (\im lo‘uld
v chyer
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delivir.our felves froth youir Scripeare allegation. Firft, for
that will bear you out it any will, Scripture proof being [dre
roof.

P {)ur Serip'ure (we callit yours, for poffibly it may be mif- g, 5,
taken, if not purver®d; & male dum reciras incipit ¢ e tum)
is taken our of Fobn 10. 23nAnd it was at fernfilens the Feaft Ioh, 10, 22,
of D:dicatios, and it was Wint:r, and Jefus walked in the Vid. Bez.
Temple, &c. Now 25 we conceive, here 1s the very Hinge f
the Argument fromon- Lords example, oblerv ng that novel
Feaft (forthat is the torce of th word, ssof th: Argument. )
Our Lord and Saviour obferved that Fe.ft, anovel thing, and
meetly of mans inftirution; Taerefore may we obfirve the Feaft
of his Nativity. Wcil, Itis oot aday for mirth, but rather in
fome r.fpe@s of [igring, with braaking of the Loyns; yet we
canmo: pafs over this withcut a {mile at leaft, theugh we are fe-
rious for thetruth; a3d vilentem dicere, verequ-snegat? fo
we fayon, and erqat-into this farther, we mean, this Feaff
of Dedication, that fo we may try the frength of this Hn:e,
whereon ths A4 gumentrolds.  We rcad the Templ: was D -
dica:ed three tum:s : Faft by Selomon, in thefevonth Men:th,
tha: was io the mid{t of Astsm ; Thensfter the Temple was
reftored and builc again by Nebemiab and his bellow- workmz-. ;
It was Dedreated 2gan by him, the third day of the twelfth Neb,12. 27. ;
M mnzch, which falls out in our vwelfch and firft Muneths com- i
monly called Februiry and AMarch: It wasa Fcltival time
with them, as we read ; butic keld butthat um:, we mezn,
it was not Anniver{ary, it wrsnot oblerved the Year afeer, i
nei her by Ki g Selomon, nor by thae Prince-lke Ruler Neh:-
mish. Thethiri time, afrer it was renzwed and parged, De-
dicated by Fudas M chabeus, iathe Moneth Chiflez, which
anfwers cur tenth Mcnseh, D.cember ; therefore it was {aid
inthe Tex ; And it was Winter. [t waiorde ed sl othar he
Fealt of Dcdicationb: kept in its feafon from Year to Year, by
the {pace of cight days ; from the five and twenteth day cf thie
Moneth, ca'l.a withus December @ Indeed to fp:ak our mind
here in patfsg: onely, and thentogoon. Thisthewr Foat, and
th s your Featt (we male bold o call ie yours, becsufe you feem
toown it, <nd to hold tor the cblurvation of it( falling out pa:

upon

2 King:. 3.

Mac. 4.59.
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upon one day, - would make s wife man after the fl:(h (as fure-
ly it doth) mad upon that ldol.day, toobferve it as an koly-day,
and with more ftri& and folemr; ¢hfrvation, then he will, og
poffibly-can, thtenely Holy. Day which harh tie famp of the
Lord uponit : bu of thisanon. That which is now tob. doue,
is to vindicatz our Lord, going up to thatFoaft: Anderazinfo
doing 1t will oot juftifie us in'GLY obferva won of that F ftival
Dy, the Cherch obfervisail over the Neson, o ths N:tio-
nal Church there. ' | L

FirR chen to jultifie our Lords pratile, ifik needed by jultis
feation : This we (ay, Thar cur Loed did vot oblerve the Foshl,
but the feafon or epprvinsity, sétes i mwinn:rof daing goods
A: Pasl, whotollowed tius, shiits d 5o vy of Pewtiee at

See (alvin Ferafalem, wnd aftrwa & ot Egiefice, 4482016 5‘0:*.‘1‘6,.8'.

Thete he knew he thoul 1A 4« gremseopnazis of people, vary
obfervant of th:it v davs, winchare dev [-dof thrir own
haart, as feroboams F-ait wasg anl e their 0.0 Rainpopon
them s Hisheact was ugon s work, the doing ol i £ tirs
wid ; He did it a5 chearfully as we eat and seiok ; -fo whi g the
feaions and all aj'angagcs to do go d, toe tmagne: ot #ii thar
walk as he walked s Hs wentup to the Fazft, (hongh of mans
infitntion ; and s the advifs is, [prag.: ma-um, fome
good might be donc, fomy fecds inigha rak., & ke well
knew, that knew all ehings : ‘And thoughi was wintir, yes he
went up : ¢ Be i fair or foul, Sun fhiae or rain, Sumimer or
« Winter, it hinders nota true Chriftian tuoir doing his duty 3
for he doth in defire and endcaviuras Chit did.  Iiis natu-
1l to ths new Creature, the divine Naturs fo to do.

But now if it be rep'yed here, as wethi: k it will, Thata M-
pifter is never like to find fuch a Concourfe uf prople at his meet-
ing place, a5 he may doon chatday; And the etore HFalisdvan-
tages of doing good may, 5:d ought tobs taken, why gy vt
a Minilter presch a gosd Sermon on thst day, and t.ke hiy Wai-
rant from his Lords pracife, going up 10 Jerafalem on that Fuft
day?

yTo this we would bricfiy reply thefe things.

It is ot always {afa to do what we read the Lord did, though

- wemay urge him forour cxample. Our Lotd went over the

Sea
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Sea on foor, he conld that made the Sea, make the fea folid like
the l:nd, t>bewr himup : wewrult n:edofo unleffe wehaves
more then his Exa»ple,h's Word too, a3 Peter had COME, A- Mt
gain, th: Lord Chott went into achicfc Pharifecs b ufe to din= """ +29-
ner on the Sabbath day, where thers wis great Cempany, =nd
an{werably great Checr; probable itis, it was a marrisg. fealt. Lok, 14. 1.
H: d d not sliow of (ke *call, nor of the ufage or manncrs of che
gu.ftsthere, nor of our feaft: gs on che Lords day - bue there
hz took the feafon ro do good, andto coire@ che ill, and bring
Lotd of time, and M:ftc: ot the me.ns and end. could remove
as plealed him, whatever hinde.ed all this, wiiis h the beft Mini-
ftec in th. world is no: able to doe, which we (2zke o be conli-
derable at this point.
S:condly, we (hould fay granting this, that ell advantages are
. to be taken for doing good : Thatas Muller Bxrroughs, an ex-
cellsne preacher in bus days fzith, A Seunon ms; be preached on
that day, and another on the following day, it bew: acimw of
leifure, a vacan’ id'c time (which no time (henld be, theicaft
minate whereof is too much to give to idlanefs or fin, whichis
all one, .h: ooe is the mether, the other the dzughter)) hi: mea-
ningi , A good Micift:r fhould take sll theasvantuges o dos
good : why then, take ch.: feafon, give the pesple their - xpe-
@ation, a Serman on this day, fo we miy do, aod do welltuo
25 he may cho f= his Tcxt, and handie it be fore the prople (which
will be {ure enough, if be beageod Minfteranda Godly man
t-¢) to throw out che obfcrvation of this day, their {uper? iti-
ons-her 10, and cheir heathenith cuftemes, allthat timo along,
{ which wil not be agocdJSermon in the peopl s eares. )  But
if this Sermon be for the holding up of that day, the greater the
conce urfe of people fhail be, the more bure :nd m {chieie be wdl
doby tus Sermon.  Itis the word of infttution from the Lord,
thar makes the day holy.  And the werds which the M nifter
foeaks to t e people, muft have 2 word from Ged fo- 1, ¢llc no
word ot bi.fling can b expected from the Lord 1 pon it Gods
word «f ble'tina goeth a'ang wi h his word of inflitution ; Sa
now we have done with the ficft undertaking to juttifi: our Lords
pra& (.

The fecond is, that the fealt of Dedication cannot juftifie
(3186 B the Se&. 5
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the obfervation of this imagenury feaft devifed of ou” own heart, b

* a8 Jeroboams wis, celebrated as 8 memoial of our Saviours Na. [

t.viry. Our Reafon is butons, and we a e not earetul to feck,
apotner for thes place: This Dedieation fealt was 2 known, fet, K
and ftated day,recuening ev.ry yearinthe return of fuch 3 month,

~andof uch a day of the monih, the Temple was reformed, por- B

ged, dedicated. It cannot be fo fa'd of this day, that it wasthe
day o0 which our ble{.d Lord and Saviour was born intotha |
world. Ttist u: many have been daring this way, and onez-
mong the reft in fcm= of our hearing, from Luk; 2. 11, unte you
is bor n this day (che 25. of December ) But kow hath God lef:
th<m 1o th.irown freking 2 how bewildred have they been?
how ben'ghtd at nocn dey 2 declaring to all whom  the Lord
hath n{tu@ed to dilc etion, that there is nomotning in them; &
po Jight ac all exc-pt it be that which is in the grave, where the &
light is as davkn (fe, and how great is that darkoels? we take |
leave to {peek n o1 e to * his. And,

That it hath pofid the beft fchollers in the woild, we mesn g
belt fe: nintbe Records of anti:nt times, the two Scaligers, the B
Eather snd he Son, to fcarch out our bleJed Savionrs birsk day; &
and after long fearch (we fpeckit to our beft remembrance, a3 ¢
weare hlped by one thatread it thirty yeares agone, and (o [
fome miftak may be, we were faying after much fesrch) to lieele |
purpofe they gave i: off, asimpoffible to firdeicout, 15 o finds &
the Philofcphe: s ftone, as Aofcs bis grave, whom the Lord P
God butied there.  O:hers not halfe o skilful, have adventured B2
on this Ssarch (as ever, the more bl'nd, the wore bold ) and have E
given us the fet :nd ftated day, asyoafindeit in your Alma- pj
nick, miftaken as ruch in the day asin the weather ; So a3 the
proverb may be vitifi d of thefe Se.rcher-, asvery lyarsasthe |
Almi:ckis, whichtor onetrutht:lls us ten Iyes. The _wile |
Go: b:fooliog the S:ar-gsze.s, ftll as orec be did himin anticot E
days ((o that noble Aoracus tells us) who foretold 2 g rodly and
plea’ant year, the very year when che fl ¢d. came, taatDeluge f
of wrath, which fwallowed vp . Princes, (15 one {.ith) §
keep State in theirWorks, Ttaizmans~ a%ins be l:velto the |,
low: }, bis perfen Will be 100, Mach more the Piince of the B
Kings of the earth, a5 he dogh not jova to et the Cr_sture look £
£0 |-
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to*ha - his Jofzn8, but tld gh?mfelfe,fani 88 W may
fay, troubleth and mu tdeth bs toot-fteps ;. thefcare ssin the.
great wateis, not p. flioly known o s ; the crcature th llrot
ken thsm, Jeaft hu fhonid tay, bobald 1 koow th mo: Soalo b [iz 45, 17,
onely Lord of time L. k.thit not, thit we (hould prefume to know §3. 7.
any. more.of the times ond feafons then he alluweth us to know,
which is neither more nor L {: theo what he hath revealed tous
in his word. Thes [ufficethu to know, whe-n the fuln [Jraft m:
was came, God [ent forth his $.5 made of @ WWeman. M,Il(.: we
s full Qop there; Butif we will fearch tarcher, weich 1s sor -
ty to do, (fearch we this to the b.:tome, »nd b re we may fait
of the vory day to) s he borm in cur heare 2 we D, 1ichee 5.l 4.19,
copccived # is he form:d inusé ascur godly M- ft rare s
have we been in travil about it 7 Jhar che fa.ing koowl dre of
Chrift may beformed inus 2 til ais b we arenst form: -, 10T
Chr.{tians ; we may have anms w [ive, bu weaed +d ~nd
when we arc upon this fearch, itw:l ak up fo much o our
tine, that we {hall not haye & minu-¢ to fre in{aci-1 cut
the day he was b 1n in the wurld : No: thal. we reg ri two
{traws what oth. rs tay.of it, this da es (ay 234 doany run3
but what they (houis fay aid do, wheo fhnld a0 b aword
or 3 work mote, bu by warrantom his v oty aod light tisie,
whch muft be the Srandard, where t we sl i we fay ot
du i the matters of God, the necredt conter v ¢, o his Glry
and uf our o A0 501115; ‘Ot you hnow »on loguenassmn f},’ N
fine luvize. Wewilicoie Ty quickly, wo hsye hea oget
in ir, becaufs here s fometht g of the Scipture, i fron the
practife of onr blefled Savion ™, to berrou: ke obwiviton uf
this dsy. Therfore we would adae this to that befure, wh.ed
indeed catricch much with s,

2. That thisbirch day f Chiiftio the wo'ld, lyeth 3s bid- g &, 4,
den, snd a» we may fay bu ied tous, a5 Afp)-- bodv wrs: 2 d q. 1.
the fam - God Lid che one who boved the other: Aud w.l ha
take: it well, if w: fearch inzo tuat he hach hi‘? snd s ttnor ob-
f-rvable, that nun - of the Eva.gelifts eelius what (hspe or pro-
periton our f ords body had; thic none might aiventure to
pi@urc him fure ; for he thar piGuieth hima Aan, dithonou.
reth hit as much, &5 if he had pictured hima Worm : 25 he that
Ba pre=
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prefumeth to thew s the likeneflc of God by an Angel dithonou-
reth Godhas much as chey, who mate him bkez Calfe,if we do
make him like any shing, we make him nothing. Aad fo
of this day : chere is altxm filentinms, ne 0 quidem, not 2 fyl-
lable, not 8 ¢ #¢/e founding that way. Aod hath the Lord God
hid 1¢ from us, among the fecrets of bia Wife ‘om ! He hatb, Then
it is folly and more: itis madne[fe tor a man ro fench into thofe
fecrets, to pluck onc that Day thenee, and fhew it openly to tha
world, thisis the dy.  The Suo will net be looked into, nor
gazed upon, it is fuch a vebemens fentibile, that it will make the
eye ftark blind, which is ¢ eadfaftly fix~d upon the ou fide of it.
You may {ee, w- tk, and walk by ic, che hight tromit : bue it you
wil fee nto the body of this ight,you(hall neither {ce it,nor your
work, nor your walk, tor the Sun will put out the cye thae dares
{ogaz vp nit. And will the Maker of the Sun, the Farber of
ligh:s, tuffcr msn, wreichcd man, to negh @& things revealed
(cor thatis th manner) and fearchinto things hiddeo, the fecrets
of his Wifedoe ? we leavd thisupon your inmoft thoughts.
We will -nd with this plaine fayirg, and {o the better befitting
us: Where the Scripture basono songue, we muft bave no
ears.

The Seripture is Glne here a5 to the day of Chrift birth, if we
will be fpeaking to it, it is not fpasking, but prating and talking
ke Children and fooles ; or it we (hall think that fomething we
have done, we have but magno #sfw [u nuga, thrown a Feather
with fircngth of arm.  And fo we are come off from your Scrip-
ture Argument, taken from the pracife of our Lord Jefus Chnft
going up to Fers‘alem at the feaft of Dedication. Thisproves
10 more, 2s we conceive, the obfervation of Chriftmas feakt,then
mid-dsy proves it is mid mght, or midnight proves it is mid-day
withus. ‘

CHAP.
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Aving now don with your Scripture Proof, fuch as it Was,  Se&. 1,
and prov. d it ( we think) tobe invalid, of no fore, and to
prove nothing but what makes againft you: We doube not, but
we (hall qarn over thae which followeth, with a lighter hand,
which s, your allegartons from the writings and practife of men;
for be they in repute nevet fo holy, it is not much withns, what
they (ay ordo, as to thofe mateers; the very beft of them 18
bur men at the beft : Yetr wewill hear what you {ay of them,
They have kept the Day holy, and they have maintained cheix fo
doing by their writings.
This now we take tupon your bare word, asit is meet for us
todo: And we (hall not here remind you what was {poken
touching the Torrent of former times 3 Tyranny of Cuftome;
pratife of out fore-men, ot leadets. ¢, bearing down, like a
(puing-tide, ot Torrent, all beforeic. We do not doubt but
the D1y hath been obferved by fome, wich all obfervation, and
with a0 honeft heact : And poffibly ac this day, fome 0 ¢ 01 tWO
may befound, we koow not where, who can fay asto the ob-
(ervation of this day, as edbimelcch ina differcnt caufe, in the I
fimplicity of m) keart ; we have, and do now obferve this days i
But aliquid dscis nil probas. Thisproves nothing, -thouh io- E
{
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decd had you not told us fo, we cou'd not have b:leeveditfoto
be: Tha. many learn:d an1 godly hold for thacday. We verily
thought that here one, and there one learned and godly, hadbe n
too many by two, to hold the obf.rvarion of that day, as was
hinted before. You mentioned-, it we forget not, Reverend
Studder, {peaking fomech.ng that way, how long fince we can-
nottell ; bue fure it was betore (ome of us were born; dark
timss ¢h.0, ornot fo lightas thefe are now : You cemembred
alfo, tox it makes for your purpofe, That Dr, Ham hagh fpokeu

~- B 3 much

-
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| much thst way after his manver, and doth operose contend for
s the holinefs of thatday. Hzis.as-in charicy may be judged, 'z god-
Jy man, as may be evidenced by his praitical Casech:fms ; and
his sgf{wer to Di. Chenicl, aking, 1s iom*muy fay, fome ‘ncon-
{iderable exceptions againit it : His sood learning, right undse-
ftanding, and fuund judgment in the myfery of godline/s, msy
. appear allo in bis Scvip'ure Expoftions, or Anotagions th:renp-
; on, very well bicuming, in whole andin part, an Admirer of
i Grotins. Buc whufoever he be,how lcarned and godly faever,
g At mmketh no matterto us ; for ¢ Mani faying, isbur the {ay-
| ing of a man : Grorius him'elf, that Admeed man, had his fail-
ings fome mig-t add, and very grofs ones, fp:aking very much
without the Book,, tom: may fay, and very much aguin{t what
h- found writtey: Sé-poflibly might his A imircr too. Batas
E:I to thit matter now Gnder dzbate, you can teil us whar Anf{wer
i hath been made to that (aid learned Man,byone leamned and go {-
| ly alfo, we thiok withott exception. We (h »uld not have m:n-
_ tioned all ehis or any of it, bad we not petc ived you fpeking
: a litle, and 2 lictle mighe be too much, in favour of this day;
” enough of this. Wehive adoud of witicils, ondy mind wa
i it well, that wefo'low the lighe ide of the Clond, and {o, ac-
: . cording to the Counlel, Be folloWers of them, wha threngh faish
and patience snharit the promifes. ’
Se, 3. We moft remember here your wholefom counfel, in reference
! to this day, 2nd thenking youforit, fp.a% s word toit. You
would have out Minifter deal in seceffury thmgs, snd not to
i pronounce or d:fine mat ety of doubrtul conltruction, or things
that neither help nor nind:r, whether they b2 fo or no. Youpro-
; pofed al{o an example of 2 very exc llent myo ; the oldeft "Defci-
] ple the L-rd Chrift had in this Nation ; and we beleeve maie as
many, gaining chomrto Chrilt, asaoy of hs fellow workm:n
there.  We hull take it inanog after, nics ord:r. Truly we
lilke this counfel the better, b:caufc i favorre h {0 muchor ex-
cellent Tindals fpxit, breath.d forth in aL teer, to his duac
Frictid facob, indeed called 'ohw Frish, 1tisvery. good, what
be fpake once to hear it tw ce, with the {enfible and 1nrel @oal
gar bothi There sriot a mar inthe warldy in whom my bears
rejojcesh ds in yon; not the thodjandpars fo msck for your
learn-
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learning, and what other gifss elfe yo have, as thatyyon will
creep alow with the grownd, and Walk .in thofe things that
she conicience may feél- and w08 the imagisations of the
brain; In fear andmot -in line[s ; In epen neceffary things
bat in things that may abide diifwre, yoswill defer : Inunity,
asin-tinedition: opinions: We thallnot willingly tarn from
our {cope. if we fec down here the two heads ot D )&rine,which
be w vld hive i dear fricod prefs upon his hearers : exponund
the Law traly, and open the Vail of Moles to condemn all flefb
and prove all men finners and all deeds nnder the Law
b-fore mercy bath taken aw ) the condemnation thereof to be [in
and 4 mnable ; andthen asa faitbful Miniffer, (et abroach
the merey of enr Lord Jefus, andlct the Wound:d confciences
drink of the Water of him. Andall Do8lrine that caftoth 4 mift
on thefe, to fhadow aud bide them, 1 mean, the Law of Ged,
and M:rey of Chrift, that refift you, withall your piwer ; and
foew yom Scriptures for What you [peak s ani les Adver[aries
talk what they will, fick, yvu fiifiy and ftubbornly, in carnsft

and xeceﬂ'xrj.tloing:.
S:r, Your favory wordsby way of goed counfel to our Pa-

flor, put usinmind of chofe, and we blefs God for it, thatal
this fell in togsther with yout good counfel. Now itisa poing
o* high difcretion (too high for us, unlefs themoft high God
¢.r ever more come into us) where to take and where to leave,
Bt according to out meafure, thus we underftand matters with
refer ence, as yout words tended to the obfervation of tharday.
Thast the takiog an hours timeac the ficeeft feafon for the throw-
ing down thae Ido/ day, fo highly exalted, by bratifhly igaorant
ptrlons, isoot againtt the mind of Chrift, or rule given us in his
word ot praQife of his holy ones,all along the Seriptures of God,
a:d ag:s of men: Noae preacht Chrift Crucifi-d more teclingly
then Pan! did ? and none to our feeming, doth (o thunder and
lighten as he doth againft thofe falfe Tesch:rs, who preached up
Circumcifion, and the obfervation of days; {o as ho pootelted
befoce chem in foms heatof fpirit (forashe had much lizoe, (o
h d he muchhzag too) muchateer rae ratc of chofs words, Thae
if che; drank in thofe da onmable D >&uines, they wou.d /pew out
Chrift, orcaft trcir {pewings upon him. Aod for theebicrva-

tign
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tion of days, he fp:aks much after the fame rate ; They had io-
d ced the ftamp of God upon them (fe heth not this day where-
of hereafter) and were to be obferved with all obfsrvatio, hol-
din_g forth to the eya of faith the Day of Coriff to come intoth:
wo/7d. But when that day came, cslled by the Apoftle the ful/-
mef3°f time, and he was exhibited and manife in the A:(h, then
the obfervation of days muft ceafe, and che Ramp or infticution
of God before upon them, (hali be taken off from ithem; and a
curfe Rampr upon thofe perfons, which, without repentance,
(hall cleave unta them that wilbe fo daringly bold, asto revive
the memory of thofe days, and give their obfervitio to them.
And t9 all this ( which we may find through out the Epiitle, be-
gioning at the firtk Chapter, 8. 9. verfes) headdeth, Thae if they
did obferve days, t"ey could not obferve his words, foall his
paios was loft upon them :  he bad beftowed upon sbem labor in
wain. Indeed Sir, This Obfarvation you wot of is not of doubt-
ful conftruction, oot in the number of thofe matters, which may |
abide lsifure for determination. We thought it vefolved long |
ago, frem the Word of God : The Day isnot ¢ be obferved
which hath no word or command for it : Whatthe Siate hath §
dene as to the obfervation of that Day, is koown toall that §
would know : what the State will do more we know not; but
this you know, for we fuppofe you have resd, Chbrift will sot
wait the Leifuure of the State; and all true Chriftians ‘have the §
mind of Chrilt, fo that i3 their mind too. Yet as was faid in anoc- §
ther cafe, and to allnde toit, what thonld the State do after sie §
King of Kings hath {o cle rly refolved the cafe, a5 to thz ubler-
vation onely of his Holy-Day, returning tous once a Week : gui §
deliberavit, defivie : He that makes queftion here, isa fupeifti- |
tious p:rion, paitall queftion. Butmore neceflary truchs are §
to be preached firft, fay you : We grant you, If there be a mors |
n:ceflary truth then this, That wha: oppofith our Lord Chrifts |
his truths, muft be thruft 2way 85 an sbominations Let thatbe §
preached firft, but then this muft follow : for we are peafwad-
ed, mo one thing mote himdreth the Go'pel wark, all the year
long, then doth the obfervarion of that Idol day once in a year,
kaving {o many days of carled obfervation with i, It was fmart-
ly fpoken bya H athen man, and as witiily, for fo Heathen

Chrifti.
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Chriftians were reproved in .ancient days, rioting in Deccmbers December
Jrwasa Moncth rcrur;@g ance & yeer, before thofe Chriftians menfit evat
gd%amongﬂ us s burnaWDecember is all the year long, NHUNC Arnus

Bac we will net preveng our felves. W H AT did Fatler «ff
Dsd, in acafe very diferént from ours, whofe pretious name is
like a0 oynzment poured our, no fooner named, but the place is
filcd with the {avour thereof, what did he? Thus, as we have
heard, (onely a mitake there may be, but pot confiderable be-
ewix: yourt relationard ou's) buing to deal with 2 great Man,
that had ao hzad of hait, Ab/olom-like, {o weread (wrha Lady -

{o, it we miftzke nat, garifbly attired you read) fecks in the frft
plac. to hide piide from his cyes, and czke down that Idolin the
heart,

A fure wav (ure, for if the Idol withio falls, it will not fand
without.  Tais was the vsay that Lucher took alfo, he would
not contend with the Popes Miter, orthe Monks Bellies ; nei-
ther the one 0ot the othet bad any ears ; and it were a5 if 2 man
would baffet away the darkncfs ¢ he would preach Chrift Jefus
the Lord unto them, which is, asthe b inging of light intoa
duk place, the darknels isgone, for the light is comc » And ¢7*7¢” ge-
yeth: tost (hallread his Sermons, will fiod, thae this was his 757 b rma-
praife, as it was, (if we miftase not his counte’) omnis fermo Stmmps
cdiptandss eft contra [dolatriam, every Scrmon mult be pointed Jeenlizcacus
againft Idolatry : And truly, many a by-blow did he lsy upon Fora caufs
e rors, while he was holding out the truzh ; Aca M nifter may jedice: Ido-
firike down that day, by holding upths Lords-Diy.  Aadyee Vairie, Tris
fometimes he, as a good Minificr muy do, muy tekea Texr pur- the prisci-
polily tor the throwi g dowa th: Idctbifore the eye, as of ti pal iisinous
in the heart,wher fore elf have we t'at choife in the Seriptures p €H/M¢ of
Luther had to desl, asour Min:lersnow, wihno very intdi- miankind : 1 ¢
pent2:.d underflanding peeple, bung enemies to the Cr. fs of Is the chief
Chift, making their Belly toesr God,asd thei (ham.: trer glo Lt of the
ry : Thercto-e th: peopie, as we nuw, ware very born skinned, would , znd
tacy feelyou vot tid you pierce then o the quick ; wh nis: hae? the o ely or
win you (ke at thuic Heathenifb Cuffor-es, and the Belly Wh,‘lc ca fe
chear: they teel no quick fle(h, ol then: And to baving in O Judgm:ny
defire snd endeavour made tiig belt ule of'your good countel ; we !0 t0e wor:d
come co make proof from the huly Scripaures ; Tuac it is the du- 190188 Ters,
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ty of every good Minifter to ben} his (peech, when the feafon it |
againlt the obfervacion of this [dol- day,

J‘*;,
Cuar.1V.

Or the fitlt, how ¢lfe (h:ll he difcharge a pood confeierce ; |

. or anfwer h.s matters to God ? The p.ople go cn holding
faft to theis Heath: nith Coftomes, snd 2bo : inable Idolatries, B
and think they d - well : They never heard their M nifter rep o.
ving it, or reftraining them fromit: The Minifter knows 1t he B
knows any thing in thefe mateers, wherce onr Fea ffs ( as the
days of the week, and moneths of the year,co rmonly cailed ) aad |
theic firft rife, ground or original.  The A:& of Novembe-, ¢ [
mem rial of all their Gods ; which founded not well in the ears |
of thofe that were newly b come Chriftians ¢ charge cheretore
the name, and for Gods fuy Sasmes; and keep your Fesfts ftill
In December they bad ther Saratnalia, and eight days o ca
lebrate theit Feaff ; but being newly turned from Paganiim, they
muft not keep the Fealt as they did before, to the honour of Sa.
turn, butof (erift, ({bould we mention thele things and no:
with indignation ?) and co gratifie them fareher upon chat teore,
they (:culd have four d.ys added to the rumber ;- bofore but |
eighr, now twelve, very pl.afing to the peopls then, asow: &
for who @ver heard them fay, as of the Lords Duy, Whar s wea- |
rinefs ¢ 1c is not pleafing tous to prececd to cell you thefe my-
ters whichy. u mult know much better then fome of os, thovgh |
you have read but only Pelusdore V- rg;’[}(ufﬁ.’cth it to know, Thel
thefe Fesfts are Hoathenifynot Chrift:an s And {oit hath been [
ob{ rved vver fince in av Heathen.(h manner, qute ¢ ntrary.snd B
(hamir g Cheflians ; 0y they were 8 fhame to the very Hea |
then too, the betier part of them, 2rd the more mo alized men: |
f. r one among the teft yonk-ow, fanth husof them: Chriffs- B
ans are mad oxce & vear, thatis in the Moocth of December ; §
nay, theyare fo habuusicd to aransing f.(hion that Moneth, [§
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| that they ara fesree fbbﬂ?%e’z(’t wfcer ¥ Deécember was bus

B onc Monerh, now it és a yeer 3it hath been (poken twice, that
ye might hearit once, and .cll the people the very tiuth in this
ma-ter, Tuac they honour the D vil {o devoutly at +hat time,
that they canmot ceafe from his worfhip, no more then he ot th_ez
pun zeafe from fin all the year afier.  We will fupply you wit
an Argument or ewo more fince you have put this fervice upon us
wrie ¢by (0 throw down this Ido] day. . .
H.ar how the people cry itup? Icis certainly 2 day of their
own, sstheir finis, they Lk it fo well ; were there any thing
of God in it, we mesn, had it Gods famp uponit, how wopld
they sbhor it | how would they tife up in indigration sgaioft it?
as they do ag:inft the obfervation of the Lords Day ? Tae Rulet
| inthe Co.ntry Town,or City, may( we hear they did not) ave
| hisbreath in forbidding marketting on- that Id. 1 day: {clean
L contrary, that December, 1652. refolved by the Parlamect,
{ that the Marqu ts be kept to morrow, being the 35 of Desem-
§ fer. and thac no obfervation (ball be had of the Day, commonly
| cal ed Chriftmas Day, nor any Solemnity ufed or excrci’ed in
§ Churches upon that Day, in refpe thereol ) we ware {2y ng,
{ The Rulerneed not torbid Marquetting on-that day, but bow’
| hardly have they been kept from keeping Fairs on the Lords-Dy ?
| Exccllent Perksns will tell you, if yon p'eafe to confule with his
1 writings:would you have a vifible Chara@er « f Gods way and his
. Command te walk in'it? of mans way and his command to walk
i therein? Affuredly this is @t : Theie is 2 fpirit of oppofition
| again(t the way that God hath fer ; thereisa rifing' f the beard
! with indiznation againft any thing ; every thing that hath God in
§ it: the ftamp of God uponit. Bot now for mabs way, 2 way
d offinand dcath, how pleafing inmans ey= ¢ And if a Ruler (hall
i pive 1 command for it, he will not do it fure, ot if hehave, hg
{ will (hame himfclt before the Lord for what h: hathdene; for
§ hethat rulcth over men, muft be juft, command and do juft -
§ things: 1but if hedo commiand fuch a thing, we will (chae

————

§ down taeaty and drink, andrife #p so play ; what more pleafs
C: 1ng

Sed. 2.

| havenot another {piri ) follow the Commacdmert : Now ju- eAug, de
| bentsr dura nun probibenter impura, no hard things are coms Csv,Des /b,
# mandcd no unclean tiings are forbiden : toule Awg. words, fic 1, des. /. 1.
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ing or defir-able to fl:(h and blopd ?: Ind<ed we-need not a com= > §
mand forit, our natmal courfe is to run from God, as the ftréam |
run$ from th: Fountain: but when we have 2 commaodment for
it.as.fo davng man moy be : then we are carryed Rorm-like , or
like 4 migity Torrent, wind and tidz with us: And now ifan
Almighty H nd give us no ch.c: by the way, wethall arrive ~¢
our own pisc:, asfuon as the ftream will be 2+ 1ts Center he
Ses; for we have but aveliesy, a taint wil r with Heaven-
wiard: The will in the (trength an 1 powert of 12,bearcthus down
Hell-wa.d : The Arguaientis fteong and will hold ;. Thireis
nothing 8 God i che obfi rvation of this Dy, tor the i nof
the wo.ld, ofa narional Church there (who have no hing to
plcad for - hesr Condtianity, bur that they were born Chrittiass,
being bap:iz 4 peefen.ly af.er they wereborn) witaous Chrif,
Alsens t.om the Covenart, {teang s 20 the pro=ies without
hop. furdy fet snd fetlisg, without God in the world, thefe
men of the wogld obfcrvg chis Day ; there is nothing 01 Godin
it, for wiat is of God they abhor, their heasts arc carryed out
in oppolition agamnftic s Burit is of the wi/l of man and of the
fiefp, and noft plealing to the fleih, Fyaftsand metry m: tings
ate » Itis notor God, butof him ghaess the god of rhy warld, |
and ruls- in che darknels of the wor d.mightly 10 the ¢ Adrcoot |
difobedience: What 15 of God, we mreanj eviry Com.nand-
ment 0. \sod ¢ juves dura, he commands ha d things, grievous §
to beborn, yea:mpoffivie to fi-th and blood : They will not
move it withonz ot mieir fisges, i e notpa@ife them in the [
leaft degree, being yce not fublued, notcorquerd, ZThe carnal §
mind, t ¢ godli-ets ther of, che moft cxeelicae chiog there, 15
enmity spioft God, td:adly hatrh and montt-oifly oppoleth
God: nay the word is pluca’, en miries againt God, importing
as on. {aith, mulupled perverioefs.  As thers are maoy excel-
lencies in God tor myun,{o there are many enmities i) man sgaiott
Ged, enmities sgxinit all thé Atinbus of God, enmu.ics againft
all the Ordinances of God : fo many cpmunnds, fo mwany en-
maties, faith Salvian : enmities againitall the actings of God
intiew rld.  The{pwit of man trem nis biceh, is biccerly bene
and uteerly turned againlt Gud sotie dotis #€up his tping inre-
bellion againk God, blfled for ever: nor 51t pohible tabe

. | otherwife
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otherwile till this enmity be ﬂEn ;Jand {o it follows, This et
nal mind is not fubje ro the Law of God, neither indged can bé; '
foc the Law of God prabibet impura, itforbidsall impurity, ba
g (eparaze from amang them,/and ronch not the unclean thing,
Trus we have the diftinguithing Chrara@er, what is of God what
irof Man.: The heartrifech up wich indig ation, azanit thae
which is of God. 1t runs out with the Commuidments of m17,
thefe never pu . the fl.(h to coft.

L odem i e—————

Cuarp. V.

Qu:ft. TH—:n happily itmay be faid, are not fuffing davs, and Sect. 1.
thanksgiwving cays (Joguendnm eft cum vn go) ap-

pointed by man? and be:ng {o appuin edd. rot the(c cornmand

obfervation from men @ ’ -

Afw. Sucely yes, whenit is appointzd of God, that @en A Governor
(Hould appeint fuch days, faiticg days, whereinto- fil & the [oul is wot supe.
before Gad for 21l we ha-e done againft him: Aad feaﬂf”g rions , but
dayes called good dzys in Seripure, whereinto lifeup the hgNwhere  bis
praifes ot our God tor he riches of his goodnefs towards us ally comnand s
bu (in fpicisl) fo the wond-rful Salvations he bath wrought fOt injurisns,
h sChuich,fo that io all this we do rot bior Odey ma” thenGod: #or is theye
The Scate we mean, our Ruler or Rub-ts there, may and oughe pride, bus
appoint 1 fet and ftaced day, whereon ro <fA:@& cur foul: s betore when due Ji-
G.d; and a day 2l(> whereon to r jojc. before bim.  Ba then [cipling is
they mult eyeand bfe ve we'l Gods previdence, ¢l ng thum negleéted
forth to 2l th's.  And fo fe-c bumbly to give onr opinion, be- #7d contems
ing called f rthuntoic, and " e ~wafloa 0 this mateer, we  are 7ed. Aultiog
pitfwaded that our cxc lens Burronghr was right in this dhing, Latige ¢n-
That 0. Cheifltian Seate thoal{ sp winta day once cvery ye re ghbed by
(much tetle once s month ) to beafafiing day ot afeafling day ; 44r. P, G,
an - heg.v-s b srealn, becwfe they do not know, bu God 206, ]
ma, call them co rejoycing upon tha- day, which they haveap-
pointed for maurning. All that the Rulus can do is this, when

| L3 God
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God calleth to fatting, they mult sppoint deyes of fafting ; and
when God calls to rejoycing, shey malt appoinc dayes of réjoy=
Cmg. ) :

Queff. Why then is not (for we muft tell you that we hays
heard to juftific the o! f tva-ion of this £ Rival day) the five and
twentieth of Decenber, rightly appoine.d by man? wni tobus
obferved ty us ; thereon to give tnanksto God the Fath t for
the marvelcus R d mpion wroug™t for us by his Son Chrift
Jefus the Lord ? I isalw yes {eafonable to giva thanks ro G.d
for chis un'peakable gits, and wond.rful Salvation wrou ht by
him ; Is it not ? '

Anfw. 1. I:is{o ; B1t why o-c: in the year, which is feafon-

- able, yuar quired ot us (s we (hall hear prefently) every day 2

?ubn 5.23.

do we put no d ffurenc: betwixt a temporal  Saviour as Fofbaah
wary and all thofe Ssviours were and now are, which the Lord
hath caw'ed 0 come up o monnt Zion, to jude the moung of
Efant aod him thac is the Eternal Saviosr, and everlafting R -
deczer? o diff.rence b wixt thefe ? though ths diff.rence be
as great as is b-ewixe ti e Creature and the Creator, in whofg
ftr.ngeh of hand the Crea uemoves; and dothall, and being
laid out of chat hand, ¢ moves no more then an inlt-ument can
tha: is laid out of our hand, and now hangs up by the wall. All
our prayets for our Saviours hands, that they may be fufficient
for them, will prevail nothing, unlefc we pray this may be ad-
ded, And be thow anbelp to them, D:ut, 33. 7. No d.ff rence
then betwixt men. Saviours and the Lord God the Salvation of
his people ? upon which bottom God builds op, a5 we may
bave Joave to fay all the piles acd fories of Salvation? What ?

o diff. rence betwixe the Salvation of our bodies and outward
man and ti & concecnments - hereof, and the Salvation of on. E-er-
nal Soules ? furely the peopls of God, the rudeemed of the Lord
di‘cern 2 marvelous diff. rence here, and accordirgly they behave
th:miclves as to thefe macters, not keeping a day once a yeare for
a mamor sl of thefe things.

Anfw. 2. We fay, Thar thisis an high prefump’icn to ap-
point a day.once in th- year, Wheteon 1o honour the Son, 25 if
mun were more rega drui of the Sons honour, then the Father
i5, though he hath commandid 1ba all min foonld bononr the

Son,
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Son, even A they bonpyy the..Fatier. . Now todoé mbteé then
is commanded,. is as difpleafing unto God a5 to do leffe, The
Father was honon:ed by the obiervation .of ore day returning
onice a week, wherenn is people made his name gl srious for the
workof L.ieat:on. And huth sppointed his Son to be henoured
w th 2 day aifo, whuein his poople ing tte Ligh praifes of their
Go for the — glorioﬁwgtk of Redemption, making :ll new,
Heavens and E tth and all.

Y. a but thic is not enough, {aith preflumpti -us man, the Son
fhall bave two dayes, the one returning nnge 2 week, the other
onee i he years of thisbe not the  highsdt poeiumpiion, what
s ?

Be we at the allowance of the onely v ife G d ? be is 21l fufs
fic'ent to provide for his Scos honour, an - for his Churches ho-
tior too 3 Sons and Daughiters adopred 1a tim, they (hall have
a day, a ftaccd day, returnunto themonce 1 week, wherecnto
record sha wuole bum liation of Chrifty his sncarvation, forrow=
fuli Lif», carfed dearr, his Retmre@ion alfy, with his Afcenfion
and joterceffion, fo & Chridt dvidid? or hive we nees ot
par: and nnt of the Wh 1?2 we muft oot pif((’! eat his Re-
demp i.h, wrought for us, takirgiccizby pices, and appoint
onc day for & memorisd « i birth, another o bis doask, a third
f hisrefarrefls 52 No, there 15 0.¢ day appoined for all
thir, to bea m morial of all together, the day of bis Roour-
rs@ion, 3 poicted by God, asch oldSabbath wa tobioa
Signberwixt the Lord and bis p:opls, That be ts the Lo+dCod
th t/anciified the, attoding anio thn the meass of Sini1-
cation i Fis Suo preachsd on that ftvied day, whionwe nie
to {an@fi-a Reft, thar wemay: ttend vpon God s ihe C n-
fcion:ble ufe of mene, for o fs.chihication, whofe =i/ and
work it is. '

Ard { eyet farther, how the Farher hath provided for bis
Sons honour, he hath not ontlyappoi:ted a day wure.n dy s
H-rolds to preclaim him to the wotld, ard falvatict by nisy jbat
alfo thu th Father hathapponted, That wheofocver vz call
him Father, we muft call his Son Lord ; and through him ard his
Med:at on, have acecdle unto him, acd accepraree wirh him,
So then, whenfoever we come unto Ged praying for the fupply

0
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of what we wants as we are (bl wanting , ot praifing him for
what we have, w emuft make hearty mention of the Lord Chrift
here, or ¢1'eall is vain : every time we come o0 God, we tend er
upa Mediatonr to him, elfe we can have nothing from him bat
wrathand vengesnce. O its ter:ible, {sith you know who, to
think of God ent of Chrift.  Therefore, (a.th Lucber, upon Plal.

130. ‘ Iinculeaze this to my Hearers, that they (hould {hu- their

¢ eyes and their ears, and {ay wo know no Gad out of Chrift nor

¢ do w= expe@ the leaft crurb of cerey, but through tim, and

¢ for his fak >, Sonow, fithinfeekirg h: fice of cur God the
g eat King, we muft takeup bis Sun ith=a mof cur faien, (to
allude to tha kn~waftory) elle we (2l oev v 4 = .5 face. We
bave dayly, if oot hou.ly caufe o mak~m o fui o iin; And be-
fides all th's we have a ffaced "y v raron g nze s wocl, wher: on
we may hear a voice brom Heave © the voler o Chndt in th: Go-
{pc), and che voicz of the Fzver agrin Hear Fim. It is pre-
fumpiion then that reaches to Heaven, tozppoine a day of our
own, whercon o cileb ateth: memorial orall chis,

But now fupnoicn the laft plsce, any of ur did ac dewon ly
ferve God and Lis Chrift on tha: day, s the moft of the Natio-
pal Church do ferve tre D vl o that dey, and the twilve dayes
fol'owing. Suppofeit (o, w. d.d pray 10 God, and praife Ged
all d y long, and night 2lfo ( oh ho v devout are we cn the bitth
day of on bl fled S:vivu ) fuppole it fo, as doub lefs fuch de-
vout perfons mep and women, there may b nota fiw mare de-
vourthut diy thenan, day s ‘oricisaday deviied of our cwn
heares : we willb:d.ovonro thit day, how d.Mlute {o ver on
the L . dsdav i theminer ofchele d vour ones, they willdono
mano ¢ of wo k orthsday ; as bey iy, the Bird villno cuiry
aftraw o t3nfton Aleanfn 1 it wil] o0 che Relurre&on
day,th.opsicmonr sl gocdFud vo Bu: ts we were faying,
{eppofeitic, w w rcasdevou-as devotion it {clf: onthat diy,
o:onfm:of the twelred yistulliwizg, Heae whacithat ex-
ccllerrly Les oed Man D Goven Laich, for it is not poflible to fird
words wore finfor ouwrpirp e, © The moft ft:pendivus endea-
¢ gours of men, the mott lab rious druduery of their Souls in du-
ey ror command J, are fo "ar from obedience, that th ey are
¢35 high rebyllions agai &t G d, ss they cxn poflibly engag: them-

[ s, CHAP.



Ee will now offer four chings to your confiderati n,
hoping you will aliow them fome weight in your feri-
our thoughts,

God hath abolith-d his own dsyes, Jewilh we mean,all thole :
feftivals chat had his own ftamp of inRitution vpon them. And 5. &, 1.
can wo think, and think 'ike men, that he will give liberty to ‘
man to fet up other dsyes, as chey did cheir Idols of old accor-
ding 10 their own underffanding ¢ If this conld be imagined, thae
upon Gody abolithing nis own, men(hould have liberty to fec
up theirs, then the Chriftians were under 2 more heavy bondage
and grievous pedsgogue, then ever the Jewes were : “for it is
becter o buve an hundred days of Gods *©sppointment, Vpan Hf,
then onzof muns: it is more honourable faid vxccllent Bur- 2. 40
renghs. * 403

Confider whether the rifing of this day in the heart, as tothe  S:& ...
obfervation of it, be not th finking of the Lords day ; we mesn
whether the obfervers of this day ; are not moft notorious pro-
finers of the Lords day ? and from both the horrible contempt _ Sect3.
and prophanaton of the Lords day ; 2nd more then heathenith gagd J‘t’{m I‘\I{"
obfervation of this day, whether a deluge of damnable errors ;] carrcs s
and p.rnicious opinions threatning a deluge of wrath be notbro- peart fo totally
ken in upon us, ‘ from God as e

Be pleated to confider whether the Devil be ferved by us (o vil joy- It car-
affectedly, (ozealaully, foindufrioufly, fo warrantably fas theries 2way the
Feoplc think, taking a command from men, and their own luft fea;;f‘ﬁgj
oralaw) any feafon of the year, asat this feafon ? Not to teli Kmm is th),'
you the obfervation of the H:athen, which was hinted bcfore, heartily, vay
do men and women {o exceed in the pl.ature. of fin, in riotirg totally wicke.
and drunkennefs, in chambering and wontonnefls, in all excefle every feculey
of wickednefs, as they do at thstime you call Chnftmafs? It is &< h‘m“FW
truz, the Lords day is fearfully profanned, as if it had its name ;o = 06
from the nameBacchu -, which was Plstarchs conceis,that G20 when nomu ine
fies to live jovially,as we fay,:nd to fpeud the day riosonflyandir joys. M.

mad merrtment.  Yet they onely fo fpund the Loids day, making Locke. Col, 4,
D f P-23¢:
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% it the D.vils day, who are:mad upen that Idol day, making it as
I to theic obfervation of it, the Lords day.  So trug is that faying,
we are marv<loufly .lealed wich ur own inventions, fp:cially
thofc that pleafe th fle 1 ('ss feldomor never do we invent that
which ercT:¢h the fleth, upl flzvpon anafeer advantage, which
to our feemung, {hall reach as high s heavea, 2 °d fomay crofle |
the fl(h 1. prelent, in hope of after glory, the merirorious pro- |
f dud of that Croffe.) You may havereai 2i'o what a Child in
Mpr. Ven- years, but a Man in underanding hath written,  Mans tdle time |
¢ is the Davils working time ; hedoth moft when mzn do leaft, |
F. rasholy Latim:» (ard after his manner, The Devil hath more |
forvite done him in one day we call ho'y, then in many working |
dayes. Thercfore in the laft place, |
a Confider what youmay have r.ad, That a whole Natiom |
| Sect. 4. Church (how is ours declined now, & tantam non unchurched
' her {elf. ) fome hundred years ago , sppointed a folemn Fuff op- §
| on thofe very dayes; we foclithly without a Seriptute wartant, k
| call the birsh and circwmcifion day of Chiift, becatife
F of the notorious abufes, heathenith cuflomes, and damwnibleu- §
! fages wont to be upon thofe days; we fteange that they faw more l
cleaily in theit mid-pighs then we doin oot id-day ; Are-we |
not dark with light ? we proceedto tell yom ont hope, and fo

to a0 cad of this matter, 2

- L

CHAP: VII.

|
!
J
|
{1 W E believe Sir by this trme, you fee canfe enough to im-
! prove all your Rhetorick zmong your people, for the
throwing down of this Ydol day.Yot if you have r ot cnough, we§
[ will mskebold to remember you one thing more, and fo draw
i to a clofe,we read the Jewes fome of them, pu: chis que” 1ontog
| themfelves s < What (hould that finbe, wiich prvikes Gudl
1l ‘@ ore agsinft us then cver he was provoked ? furcly fais theyf
| * there is fome greater {in then wey<t have commiced, buc weg
| gannet finde any offcnce belidg the kiliing of Ctriit, to bu a grea-f
I {4F
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cor offenca then 1dolatry:furely shen shs greitin is the rejeting
and ciucifying the Son of Ged. H we fhould put shis Quelion
to our felves, what'is-the fin which provokes God more againf}
us then ever he was provokea ¢ Judge you whether this mulk
not be the an{wer, We reje@ Chrift in the offers and tenders
of the Gofpcl, yet pretend to receive him at the Lords Table;
W have no appetite, 0o defi-e afier bimat the hearing place;
but 8D« gs appetstt WEMVELO the bread on his Table, reprefen-
ting bis facred body rhere. Again, we worfhip him according
to our own snderfflanding 3 wefot the moft part all the Natio-
nal Chute » over, 2nd in every parachial Church there, put all the
dithonours upon the Lord Chrilt, and his onely holy day, fuch
a Chmuch are we, fo nototions for owx brutifhnefs, while y-t we
give honour to this day of his Birth, as we cali i¢, and ferve h'm
ail the day fong aftet our'own mannet, Shall not Ged be avec-
ged of fuch Idolaters as we are ? (hall not he fend & curfe upon
us ¢ will he not curfe our bleffmgs ?yea hath he not curfed them
already, becan(e ved lay itoot to heart 2 Hath he not punilbed
as with the foreft puni(hment ? what is that 2 A puwifbm:nt
made of fin. The Lord hath delivered us up, even the greateft part
of £hat bulky body, rhe National Church fntoa reprobate mind,
void of judgement:we are sbominable Idolaters,we Idolizo days
{ud plices, and duties, and the graces, thofe we have, we idol'za
tog : we lean to say thing, to every thing, but him whom on:ly
we (b >uld make ou: dean to. A juft judgement upon fuch Idola-
ters asare we, 2nd Dow our €818 arc feated agaiokt inftrution.
Thunder in the eare of an Idulater, 2 ftri® obferver of
this day , and other dayes of mans inftitution , and
be hears no mots then doth the deaf fane, nor dath he move
a1y miote chena Mill-Polt. A fore jundgment upon Idolatess, a
foperftitious Chriftia, s ceremonial Hypacrite, he obfervas a day
devifedof hisown heart ; heis more hard and Rocky then a
Tuck is, Jews ot Pagans are, ani heis a5 cruel too, ascrucly it
{elf: A bloody man,it he bea fupect itious man, {o faith Lusher,
as bloody as Pan/, whilc ne was in his Cell 5 though my fhoul-
ders are weak, with faftiog, yet had helived in thofe times, he

would
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would hava carried (omg Faggors co. ke the fize whergia febn,
Huffe, and Hierowof Prayue viere butnt méru:burning. . Ido- ]
lavers, @lan{ ewery ane of them, men and wo pen and ail arq, )
hatd-hearced and bloady ones all, as Edoms wis, hs did pucfus,
his brotact wieh the {word, and did calt'off il pictv, his anger, "
did tearperperaally, andkep: his w athfor ev.r: So ceus is thag, 4
which that txccllent man hith upon Fer. 15. 19, Suporfition;
and pearfeeu ion, will wor/bip and tyranny ace infepar ble congo-
mitants.  Thercfore Sir, bend your Tongue agunit thel.: fupar-
fRitious perfons, elfe it may bs feared you will bind your Tongus
ths othee way ; and ‘peak toyour felf in Panés Linguage,yowr
[abonr is in vain, With your people, if yon prevail not with goem
in this thing, mind well chat learned mans words, D >&er Owen, 3
of Tal. p. 78.in a cale noc very diffsring. Your not oppa; ing here
is providing youa'low that you oppofe not, thers being no mid.
dla ching betwixt thofe two. Life up Chrilt Jefus the Lord, and.
you Lift up his day too, 20d chrow down msn, and you throw
down hig Ido! day alfo: where Chrilt islifeed up, (it sabifed and. °
the rifing of his day will be the t1lling of the-ather. Tha fpi: e thae. -
floop:th lowelt, you have hex d, and we hop: you know, is |
belt prepirad ¢o brcomea thrownfor Crift. And to (hut
up,t you know thofe,as fure enough youa do,cha lift up this day,
which evary good man ( we think) will theow dewo, till him
or them, they hive no morsing in them, their lizht is like thag in
the grav ., where ch: light ts dark iefs, an ¢ bow geear s tim
darkneflz.  Buthereis a doubls com’orr, (1) Thefolly of ches
15 now manit:ft to alt m 0, they (thall not proceed much fareher,
(2) the Devils ace Chrifts pridoncrs, and (hould:not be (uffered ¢o
walk up and down m the worl s, bug thatghera is nced of chegy,
And for your tel € Sir, we hope you kaow yau; duty, and are
letrning it every day more perfe@ly; and (o d > what you know
looking up to him, and cailing for his (pitit, which leadceh g by
the light of his word into all neccffary trughs, Amen,
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